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Changing F d y  stmctures/values and -the Incidence 
of Human Trafficking in Edo State 

Bernard E. Owunni & Patricia Awa Jerome 
University of Ibadan, Ibadan 

Abstract 
This paper attempts to unravel the utidqinningfictm thaPh'ccountfor the upsurgea 
of human trafieking in Edo State, Nip's. The discourse ishinged a the Mertuniun 
c o n q t  of innovation which explains the ci'rmmtion of sbdelal mainstream values 
and employed as a circuit and routes to achimmng s e c i e h  coIlective1y subsm'bed 
goals. Tke a s  and objec- of the study include: identifying the changes in @ily 
structures t h  t p r e d v  pamfs to traffcking their child m examining the changes 
in fhmily ualues thnf predispose parents to tmaflcking; discussing the perception of 
parents abmt fraflcking their children and Jnally explaining the reasons for the 
persistence of human traflcking despite attempts to curb+f. Focus group discussion 
(FGD) md indepth inkdew mtM w m  used ipr d k c t i ~ g  data. study 
m l e d  that parents are predisposed to fnzfichhg theirL children due to pmertyI 
unmployment, &feed, ignorance, illifmay, plygyny, distartion of social values, 
bysfunctionul fbmlies among others. 

Xntxoduction 
The family is a small but basic unit in-the society, which serves as a pillar to 
ensure that society stands firmly. It provides a socially appxoved context fw 
chirdbearing, child- and for the education of its younger members (Otite 
& Ogionwo, 1979). From this viewpoint the welfare and education of 
children and younger members of the family are responsibilities of family 
members both nuclear and extended. However, these values are giving tvay 
to some other modern values. ~xknded family rnem&rs visit their relatives 
h the cities with the inbtim of seeking for greener pastures. During this 
period, m e m b  of such nuclear families are not only expected to caterfor 
themselves but also for those members of their extended family. 

In order tu meet up with these expectations the. persons saddled with 
these problems in the W e s  are pushed to look for other viable means of 
survival, following the fact that the resources for acquiring the unlimited 
wants of man are very scarce. As a result, there are emergent unacceptable 
values from the socially "approved" to the "available" which in most cases 
are some social vices permeating the society of which chi$ traffibking is a 
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park  his in sode sdeties q e i a l l y   do st& is viewed by some pmmb as 
lucrative and attractive (Onyeono~u, 2001). There are some instancw where 
some pareds withdraw their childmn espe&lly dailghtem from both 
primary and seu>ndary schools t~ traffick them abroad for quick money. The 
v i e w  get &re to atcumulate wwlthAand retire some proceeds bad home 
to their parents afber their must have freed them. This d y  takes 
a long period while the victims are exploited (MkWnson, 1994, Basil 2000; 
Nwoha, 2006). , . 

According to I& Renaissance (a centre designed by Eki Igbhedion to 
control the phenomenon of girl traEi&ng in Edo atate), "while every black 
woman in Italy is smnnas a pohtid prostitube, the average Italian who 
knows nothing about Africa or Nigerians only talks about the "Edo's and 
Binis" which have m e  to te associated with the Africa axis of human 
bff~ddng, being the home of 90% of hffkked victims encuuntered in 1%. 
This has largdy tadshed the reputation of the Edo in particular and Nigeria 
as a whole. i ~ r ,  . . 

Human trafficking and its attendant consequence overtime has become 
a social problem that has  attracted the concern of the N i  comunity. 
Human trafficking do& not only tear children away from the protection of 
thcir parents, but is &e pcrilous to their well being. As a result of tra*g, 
the deadIy disease W / A l D S  has been spread both at the individuaI and 
collective IweIs so while fighting to curb prostitution and reduce 
W / A W ,  the phemmenon of huqan t r a f M g  has become another 
headache. It is worse an8 saddening when we consider the number of victims 
ivho have dfemd h m  trafficking. One out-of every five Nigerians trafficked 
to EItrkina Faso was.rdporkd dead as a result of illness or 'accidents while 
others contracted s e d y  transmitted diseases including W/AIDS (Harsch 
2001) The pain of losing these victims tn such social vices ainongst M y  
inembers are other issues that tpueakn order and stability in the society. 

It is against this background that this paper attempts b examine the 
M y  structure/val~*s,wikh a view to ascertaining the trend to change and 
ib attendant consequences. The paper also examines the reasons for the 
persistence of human-trafficking in spite the efforts to stem it. Finally, 
parent's perceptions #of phenomenon are examined. The study was 
conducted in Benin Gty~ in Edo State. This location was set= ted because most 
of the individuals who have been repatriated after Wmg trafficked were 
teporkd come from~do state  ideo eon 203, UNICEF 2001). Moreover, the 
city is also said to be med with vhmtyouth whose common inkrest is the 
desire to make quick money lor travel abroad (Nwoha, 2006). The study 
population consists mainly of young &Is who have been trafficked and are 
undergoing rehabiliktidn at a skills acquisition centre at Aduwawa and Idia 
Renaissance in Ihamabas well as parents of these girls and others who are 
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involved in human bffi&ing. Data collection for this study was done using 
in-depth interviews and fmus group discussion methods. The interview 
section was conducted in the rehabilitation centres for victims of trafficking 
and those who are vulnerable to traffichg were. traced through the key, 
infomiant and snowballing rncthads .Thc Focus Gmup Discusdon sections 
were conducted with parenis and young girls in Okodlages and Ihama. The 
children included those in all fom of labour especiallp street hawkers, pure 
water sellers and  housemaids. While parents included mostly traders who 
belong to the lower c1ass:These were purposively selekted because they are . 
said to be wi ly  deceived and convinced into baffiebg (Nwoha, 2006). 

Twenty-two gi'b from the seleckd rehabilitation centres and eighteen 
parents were interviewed. Altogether totalled 40 respondents. Furthermore, 
five focus group discussions were conducted among parents and children 
respectively at h a  and Oko in Benin City. Each group consisted of 5 to 7 
respondmts. The study was strictly qualitative research due to the sensitive 
nature of the subject The Descriptive method was employed in the anaIysiq 
of findings. Thus, data wcrc transcribed, sorted and analysed, 

Literature Review 
Family smcture 
There are various forms of family s h u c k .  l h  nuclear or elementary 

family consists of husband (father), wit% (mother) andchildren. The children 
may be biological or adopted members of the famiIy: The famiiy performs a 
universal M o n  for the maintenance and continuity of organized social 
existence (Chinoy, 1967).The family is a social structure, which according to 
(Murdock, 194?5) is produced through cultural evolution in every human 
society and is presumably the only feasible adjustment to a series of basic 
needs. These needs are identified as sexual, ecohmicd, reproductive and 
educational. 

According tq Davis (1954), the major social functions of the family are 
reproduction, mainkmutce, social placement and sociahzation Chinoy (1967) 
furher statcd &at the f a d y  may play an important role in relation to the 
economic life of the society, constitute a signrfrcant mechanism in 
structure of political authority and occupy an important place in religious 
activities. One can therefore view the family as the nu& unit in the society 
within which all other social institutions operate. me family typically 
provides an accepkd and approved channel for satisqhg personal needs for 
s d  gratification, emotional respme and socialb$upport. Davis (1945) 
argued further that ~ep~duction,  maintenance; placement and smidkation 
are the core M m  with which the family is always and everywhere 
concerned. Although, there may be a great variation from one society to 
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mother in the manner and degree of merit of these functionsI but 
they seem to be the major dnes which universally requires a f d y .  

Changes in F a d y  Structure 
Giddens (I9911 took his time to explain that behe industrlaljzation, most 
families were units of production, working the +d or engaged in variuus 
crafts. Even people w b  establish thck own families for promeation tended 
to live and work in family settings. In modern families, children grow up in 
the household and continue to live there while at school. Before this time, the 
care andmaintenance of childrm in the society was not the sole responsibility 
of the famiry alone, r a w  the community participated. This was the f d y  
that Stone (1977) referrcd to as the open lineage family, which was the 
nuclear family living in a small hou@old, but deeply embedded in 
coQmmunity relationships, fncfndhg those with othcr kin. The f a d y  was not 
dearly separated from the community, and w& at this time not a major focm 
on eniotional atkhmenb or dependence on its members. Soiiahdon and 
welfare of chiIdxen at this point was a communal fundion. 

The next was the ,~s,&ted patriarchal family lasting ft.6m early 1 6 ~  
c&htry to the early 1 8 ~ ,  century. Here, the nuclear f a d y  became a more 
separate entity disfin&from ties to other kin and to fhe locd c m u n i Q .  This 
phase of family dwelopment was associated with a growing stress on the 
'imporlame of marital and parental Iwe as well as a gruwth in the 
authoritarian power of fathers. 

According to %ne @977), the restricted patriarchal family was 
progressively rep1 aced19 h e  closed domesticated nuclear family, a group 
tied by close emotional bond having a degree of domestic privacy and pre 
&pied with the rearing of children. This tppe of f a d y  organization 
persisted into the twentieth curtury and was marked by the riae of W v e  
individualism, the fo~ma tion of marriage ties based on personal selection 
guided by the norms ofmmantic love. This type of family became universal 
in western countries with the spread of industrialization. 

According to Bonnie [2001), the nature of production and consumption 
initially shaped not ody the family structure but also family relations. 
r here fore, families had to enough to cover their consump tion needs. 
Iri this wise, the Iabour oC a11 households were required to meet consumption 
hence the Iabour of each family member in this context was highly vdued. 
Furthemore, families in this confext adopted many strategies to ensure 
household sub~istence; so that balancing Iabour and c~nsrimption was an 
important strategy. -I could either hire more hands if they needed more 
labour and to be able tq feed others. On the other hand, they codd send out 
their M d  or children to live with another family as a servant if they had to 
.support too many people. In a study conducted by Owumi et a1 (19981, 
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amongat 1,454 persons in Lagos, they observed that 56.6% of the respondents 
had extra mouths to feed, while 36% had two or mare to feed. By t h e  
f i p w  it is obvious that over 92% of the reapondenb ha'd an extra mouth bo . 
feed in their houseIloIds. 

As a result of instances likc thia, family membersninc2udhg parents in 
Eda state give out their children espdally girls to livd with ofher family 
members m house helps so that their education and some other needs of the a 

family wodd be met through theh relagves. O h t ~  aretidkked abroad in 
order to make money, and accumulate wealth for t?ie family IBasll, 2000, 
Onyeonom, 2001, Nwoha, 2006). 

Giddens (1991) stated h t  famiiy systems are diveme and begin from all 
kin& of starting points in the prcmss of change. There are differences in the 
speed at which change is occurring, and there arc mmy~revmsals and counter 
trends. For ins-, in the Philippine6 as is also thc case in Nigeria, a higher 
proportion of extended families are found in urban arcas. Cousins, nephews, 
nieces and other exbmcled family members leave We rural regions and go to ' 

tfie cities to live with their relatives to try to take advantage of the 
employment oppsrlunities and resources available there. In some cases, 
grandparents move in with their chiidren's family and help to run the 
household and bring up the children, while the younger genefation is 
engaged in outside employment (Hollinger and W e * )  r1990). The younger 
generation is therefore left with the great t a ~ k  of ensuring the economic 
swvival of themselves and members of the cxtaded tfamily that live with 
them, In a situation where employment opportuniWbecome scarce and 
almost unavaif able, they seek for various available means, which could be 
societal and unapproved as explained by Merton (1W9). 

(Gold, 2002) emphasized that the greatest changes that have affected the 
forms and functions of the family coincided with and were the product of the ' 

urban and industrial revolution H e  stated that what emerged during the 
early periods of thh thisansformation was a dkpkemknt of the extended 
family as a dominant form of family organization by the smaller and more 
mobile nuclear family. . 

In the same vein, Giddens (1991) aIso explained that part of the direction 
of changes tkat occur in family patterns worldwide is that there is a general 
trend towards the extendon of children's rights. According to Carter and 
MfGoldrick (29991, respect for parents and obligations to care for ddem in ' 

?raditional pa- society were based on their control of r e s o u r e g ,  and 
reinfurced by religious and m d a r  sancdm against those who did not go 
along with the ideas of tk dominant group. Howwer, in subsequent years, 
the increasing ability of younger family members to detmnb their own fa& 
i n ~ g e , w m k a n d ~ ~ d t y , a n d t h e p o w e r o f  &erstodemad 
for fIlfal piety is reduced. In Nigeria, this does not undermine the fact that 
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young family members are expected in these modern days to c a b  for 
thedves, their elderly parents and other members of their extended 
families. 

Inline with the above, Chinop e967) emphized that changes In family 
d kinship struches d o n e d  by IndustriaIization can create a d o u s  

. probIem both for thwre who have bo adjust to new circumstances and the 
sodety as a whole. The atbenuation of kinship ties frees the MviduaI from 
some traditional constdhh andrspmdbilitks but it also d e m  him frorn 
obligations and attachments that help give life order and meaning. The 
lessened importame of the fa* as a -ratbe economic venture is 
mpIed with greater -dem& upon the marid r e l a t l d p  iiseff and 
therefore upon the individuaI's capacity Ib adapt himself in the p e r 4  
needs and qualitk o f - ~  spouse. These changes expose men and women to 
uncerhinties and p m d  conflicts and contribute to anincreased frequency 
of family disorganhtion. 

Family Dhrgmhmtiofl and Human traffkkhg 
Hstorlcally, the fardlyxame under intensive pressure as an institution fox 
aocihdon during$i&e &momic crisis and the insensitivity that 
accompanied the comequent reforms in Africa (Onimode, 1989, Woodward 
1%). 

The problem of mr)mic survivaI eroded social norms that emphasized 
group solidarity and sacial iitteption that support the moral order. Due to 
global economic -on, parents no more take tare of their children but 
leave them in &e -of housemaids. Most times, the parents of these kids 
are so engrossed In th& work that they hardly have time to relate with their 
kids. Some kids do notwen remgnise their parenb when lhey see them. This 
is partly because ther-ts are hardly available or not living with them 
because of mcupatiomd~migration. Psrenb apart from failing to adequately 
socialize their c h i l h m d  wards in accordance with societal no& go 
further in some casemiu promote immoralilqr by a h g  as negative role 
models to their chirdxen Same Elenin parents persuade, compel or actively 
participate in traffic- their chttdren for the sex trade abroad (Onyenom, 
2001). 

SeparatioqlDhorce; implication for trafficking 
Divorce may not k avcyy rampant phenomenon in Edo s k t e  because of the 
legal processes imrold but separation of parents is very rampant. Such 
separationmay be ternppPary which cohd last for a few months to as long as 
h e r  a decade, whibsome other separation could be permanent as both 
parents may wen d d e  to remarry and continue their Eves as fa sometimes 
the cam. ChiIdren &om separated homes experiace some e m o d d  
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problems. Divorce or separation moit times a e a b  emotional distance 
between parents and children [Carter and Mc Goldrick, 1999). It takes extm 
effort wen for khe mother or father living wi& the child to bridge this 
distance especially if he or she has married. 

Research indicates that children often suffer marked emotional anxiety 
after the separation of their parents. Watlerstein and KeIly (1980) discovered 
in their study that almost all the 13'0 children they hshdied experienced 
intense emotional disturbance at the time of theit parents divorce. Thy ' 

obsewed that one-third of the children were adveIy dissatisfied with their 
lives, depressed and felt 1oneIy even in sonu3 cases where dw parents with 
whom &ey were living had remarried. They further observed that children 
from such homes experience problems of confusion and fear, frequently 
worried deeply about the effect of the separation on their future and oftcn 
expressed feelings of anger. The researchers finally concluded that children 
fare better when they have a continuing relationship with both of their 
parents than when they see only one parent regularly. 

The implication of h i s  is that when children from separated homes 
experience, depression, dissatisfaction, fear and loneliness, they tend to leave 
their homes or evkn runaway in search of the other par- They also tend to 
look for places where they can bave opportunities ta seek for satisfaction, 
friendhem and a sense of Monging. hnng this priad, they meet with the 
wrong peers or evesr fall victim tu trafikhrs (Harsch MOZ). More so, reports 
have revealed that children from homeless or separaQd homes are more 
vdnerabIe to h a g  (luwoha 2006). . ) .  

Clhanges in Family values 
VaIues according to Ugwuegbu (l984,1987) are the goals people work for. 
They are those elements in a person's behaviour that show how a pqsm has 
decided to use his or her time,-energy and life. VaIues dekmim where 
people put must of their energy what they work for and the way &ey go 
about that which they do. They represent something important in human 
exltstmce. Rokeach (1970) says that value is a dispasition of a person. It &an 
enduring belief that a specific mode of conduct or* end-skk of existence is 
personally or s d y  preferable to an opposite or converse mode of conduct 
or end-sbk.  

Ugwuegbu (1994) stated that' values simplify people's Iife choices and, 
guide them in -setting life goal because values possess strong motivational 
camp-ta Most values are conditioned by experience and s o c i ~ t i o n .  
Most people intendhe dwk most important dues  so that when these 
values arehkrdhd,  dwy nolongerned~rcementby dwhdividual., 
It is atfhis- stage of inkmalhtion Mt a value &ously or uneonscbusly 
hcmw a standard or criiwbn for artton Thh makes it useful for 
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u d ~ o p i n g a n d m a i n ~ g  aUiMes towards relevantobj- an8 dtuatium 
for j&ifying dm's own and others action and attitudes for m d y  judging 
oneself and others Ugbuegbu (2004). It is at this atage he stated further, a 
value komes  a standard people in authority such as parehts and bdaers 
employ to influence .he values, attitudes and actions of their children and 
pupils. 

Some parents value accumulaiion of wealth i r r e ~ p e d h  of how it is 
golden and impart such noihn or &en set such as a standard for their 

, &ildren.This is why itisno longer surprising thatmostpeopleh~ sociej. 
have been made to pIace more value on we* which everyone is inmted  
in acquiring. So that what now matters, is the wealth an individual has and 
not how he a- it. This distortion in the value system has led to a r k  in 
all form of ctiminal and deviant behaviour, whi& is eqmmd intdfkkhg 
(Onyenom, ml). 

Values are hierarchid and this differs from one person to another in the 
sense that the most ~portmt  value of an individuaI may be the k t  or 
median in the hierarchy of another's. Mare Importantly, values are not &iic 
but dynamic. Values em be either positive or negative. Gold (2002) 
munmarised the concept of values as ideas, which are shared by -Ie about 
what is @ or badj d& or M b I e  and undethbfe. It h d ~ ~  
, foUows that tfie concept of value is relative and contexfnd as what fs valued 
in a particular society may not be in another 

In tradit id suciedcs, most M e s  want to have many children. They 
Miwe that chtldren, arc econornicalIy helpful or d u d  for religious and 
other reasons. For instance among the Ibos, the number of children a woman 
bears and their sex enhance her social status (Owumi et aI, 2003). HoweverC 
in urban and industriaIised societies which are presently considered as 
"modern", less importance is attached to large families. Cases still occur 
whereby some families in Nigeria especially those in the rurd areas who are 
sometimes not literate) produce large families saying that children are gifts 
from God that cannot be rejected. They end up sending their kids to work for 
f d a  so that such,children can ensure thair survival and those of h i r  
parents and siblines. &me of these children become bait for trf ik ing .  

Fsycholo&d impl+tlons of Human hafHddng 
't has been ohrved hat some parenb who are involved h t r d f k h g  their 
-datives h d  the act as .a rewmdhg act which pub food on &ir iable so that 
here is hardy any fagily you find that does not have a relative abroad 
Nwoh, 2006). This L because for those in this mbcullme, the fact that one 
as a relative abroad irrespective of what he or she is doing abroad is a thing 
~f pride as tRey are wetted to send Rard currency. In tfiia regard, the 
Phenomenon of tra86i-g is not only rampant due to poverty, but a process 
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of being amongst the 'Joneses* whereby relatives abrak&re expected to send 
"westem union" as it is o m  c d e d ,  I :h. 

Owumi et a1 0981) observed in their study that in 'traditional African 
sodeties, the practrce of allowing om's children to bd btered for reIatively 
long periods is common. This, they said is v i e d f b  a form of sociaI 
exchange, and k to some a way to emourage unity and & some others a way 
of relieving the famiIy of the economic burden of brifiging up the children. 
Some of these children end up becoming baits for t d i i i h g .  Furlhermore, 
the preference for a male child is rampant in the commhities that practice 
the system of primogmiture in which only the male U d  has righb to his ' 

father's w d t h  as is often practised in Edo State. This places the g i r l d d  of 
such a family at a disadvantaged position making such girls vdnerable to 
human traffickers (Onyenom 2001). I , I  

Urbanization: Familial A g e s  and Hu- traWddng 
The family is clearly tfie oldest and longest surviving of alI human 
instttutions. Jn. *urban societies, the human commm~ty was virtually 
synonymous wilh the large extended. Gold (2002) stadid 'that the family like . 
religion was a "sacred" Mtution which was beyond qwstioning and open 
uitkhn. :tt~l.I  

Homer, Uk@ al l  other Institutions, changes Wthave aff&ed the forms 
and llw functions of the famiIy cokdded with and wed the producb of I h  , 
urban idustrial revolutio~~ Ovdquz, there was a idisplacement of the 
extendedEamilyasthedomlnantformoffamirym~tionbythesmailer 
and more mobile nuclear family. He furher shied bhagin-t decades, the 
nuclear family has been threatened by continiing-fum of economic, 
technological, social and cultural changes .which are the effects of 
urbanhtion Moreover, the imreasihg desire and urge ta migrate from nual 
to urban areas where the level of individualism is very high has contributed 
to the persidmce of human lxaf5ildng and o h  crimea Fylw 2002). 

M o a  of Sodd  Valuer and~uman ~raffiddng in  do S M :  - 
This is obviow or d t e d  in the incrmsed lust for money and weaIth 
(espeddly iUegally acquired wealth), greed and dissatisfaction in Nigeria. 
llxse were attributed-to part of the legacy of military rule and hzts a 
relatiohship with the sex trade a d g  to a respond@aM by Onyemoru 
m}. Addanye (l993) butbssed pointby exphinhghow themilitary 
ruling dass manipulakd the public sector wage stnzcture in Nigeria to 
ruJ~~d&bly place its& at the top. lie stated h t  the cornbination of' 
ecoIbomic *, mill- dhborship, politid corruption 'and heedom to 
display fllegaUy-aequtred weal* distorted t h ~  value Gtan of NQ@a. 
)far& (2001) confhned this by stating some of theae factors as king 
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responsible fpr wzersistence of human hfi3cking despite of the attempts 
to curb i t  Onyecmoru fzool) also relakd h distortion of social values in 
Nigeria as fmding ib expression in the system of justice. Whw offences are 
not sanctioned, they exacerbate deviance. 

Olopoenia (19981, expressed in !be words of one rmpmdent he studied 
that people get c o n ~ b e d  and committed mimes because they obseme 
that some others who committed ~~ crimes were not punished. As a 
r e s ~ ~ d ~ - ~ t e n d b e o m r n i t ~ ~ ~ ~ e s b e c a t t 8 e t h e y  
mgage in "unhealthy competition". Thls, t3w respondent Mated is a reflection 
of the twist in oui social value8 which he said, has a bandwagon 
Olopoenia (l998)'Wlained that widespread syskmk corruption occurs in 
which any anti-& behavim in an office bnds to become the norm when 
individuals loose d d e n c e  in the stab's law enformmait appratw. The 
problemofwidesptead systmic comptimas expressed by 0- 119%) 
m l b  in a situation where people k o m e  affected by the shortcut 
syndrome which has been identified as "driving the pirh to traveln as 
explained by a respondent in the study conducted by Onyeonoru (2001). H e  
stated that economic pursuits become stripped of their mord content as the 
commercial EX tra'de would suggest, when the regulation of scrciaI order is 
weafcM.  

Theoretical Framwprlc 
Anomie Theoqt 

The anomie theury,o#@fer€un (1949) which was Fwised in (1968)will form the 
corner stone around.which the analysis would hinge. MwtDn e x p M  that 
society in its bid to maintain order sets out values and standards in form of 
goals and means, wmh refers tu the basic necessities for man's d v a I  inhis 
environment. It  gmg further to stipulate the values guiding how these 
necessities or "go&: g h d d  be achieved (means). Membefs of scciety strive 
td a c h e  these goals with the consciousness of the available means. Scarcity 
of resources as weI€ss the unequd distribution of these means for achieving 
the set gwls, cause. individuals to conform m deviate in four ways such as 
ritualism, retreatis@ rebellion and innwatbm. 

Iiihahn is displayed when individuals abandon the eommonly held 
success goals. Thq pressure to do this according to Merton is greatest for 
members of the lowc+r;middle cIass. ThIs is because their rxrcupations provide 
less opportunity for~uceess than those of other members of the middle class. 
In &is this, thedore the ritualist rejects the goah p s c r i d  by the d e t y  
and accepts fhe means of achievemmk 

The Retreabb,are more or less the psychotics or outcad in the society 
some of whom Wude chronic dntnkards and drug-addkb. They have UNIV
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strongIyinterdhd both theculkrrd gods and themeansofrea&ng&em. 
They are unable in cope and 'drop out' of the &ty, defeabed and resigned 
to their failure. They are deviant in two ways: !hey have rejected boih the 
cultural goals and h m w .  .%b 

hbdion  is relkted when jndividuds in the sodety reject b t h  the 
succasgoalsandmeans andreplacethemwIthdNerehtgoalsandmeans. 
Those who adopt this alternative wish to cmate a new d ~ t y .  Mwtm argues 
that 'it is w y  members of a rising elass rather -the most d q m s d  
strata who organfie hresentfulandrebeaious into arevoluticmary pp'. 

Of great i m w  to exphahing the phenmnenan under study m tfie 
~~m.Thiscakpq~~thoaewho~wandacceptthemeansof 
afhiwing the good hhgs of life but dux#ie to hve ru tbw means largely 
h u s e  the "approved" means are &me and unavdable or diBcult. The 
invented means are usually a deviation frmn t h e  stipulakd by the sodety. 
~na~e.ra~eprentknow~thatitis his/herre8pomdbU~toadquatelYaiter 
hrtfbeir~kH~~werdaetoec~hardship,tsbeycan~yplay 
thi~ role. Most parents are pdhqmd to 4~affickg W chIIdren k u s e  
o f p ~ a n d u n e m p ~ ~ i s i n a c c o r d a n r e w i t h ~ v i e w s o f  
Iks& (20M) that prnrertp ia a major and uMquitou8 causal factor of child 
hfkkhg, w k h  greaiiy b i t s  vocatiod and oppottunittea ' 
e s p d y  in rural areas. Poverty' he stated pushes fs@h to use all the 
available avenues bo hmase their meagre *. In,& midst of this, 
chmgesinthestrwhm of thehmiiyhave&d~ihre andmPportfor 
f a m i l y m e m b e r s h ~ . ~ t h a t t h e r e i s n o w ~ f r o m i t b e i n g ~  
c o ~ v e  respdbililitg of he exkndd M y  to the nuclear h d y  alone. 

Table 1: Demogaphic profde of trafficked @Is at the two rehaMih.tion 
centres. 
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The analysis rev'eals that '64% of b&ked @IS fall within the ages of 14-19. 
This is khe age bracket in which young people venture out an8 expreshi the 
need for their independence Harsch (2001). It is also the age-range wibhin 
which a lot of youthful emtberance is displayed. 

The increased drive for exphentaiion and exploration makes it easy 
for the girls to be easily Muenced into trafficking activities by effier their 
peers, tra&kers and o h  individuals they interact witk Previous studies 
have also revealed that girb who are dnerabIe to tcdficking or trafficked, 
'fall within this category (Mirkinson 1994, Onyeonona 2Wl, Tylor 2002). 
Most of the &Is that are trafficked are &of dropouts. This is confirmed by 
the magazine published by the I d a  Renaissance (2003). Ten (46%) of the 
twenty-two (22) &Is are schooldrop while 8 (36%) of the @Is had primary 
education Onty 4 (18%) of 6he girls interviewed had a secondary education. 
None of h girla interviewed had tertiary education Fudhmore,  a high 
percentage of the trafficked girts practise Chrhtianity. Over 64% of the 
f d M d  @Is are Ghristians. This may, however, be because a greater 

b percentage of the popuIatidn of the Benin people practise Chrislianity. Only 
27% of the girls saidrthey are traditional &orshippers wwe 9% claimed to 
be Muslim. Co~maritalstatus , .a l l~e22girIs  that wereinterviewed 
are single. None of.these girls were employed, rather they claimed to be 
are unemployed. %a6 findings support the reports from other studies, 
which revealed that unmpIoyment mntribuw a gpeat deal to the 
dnmibility to bafE&q aettvitfes. 
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Table 2: Demographic profile of the parents of tra&bd wictims at 
rehaWitatfonmtreB 

+: 

AnoverwheZmmgpopulafi~X~ of the girls that were inkviewed at &e 
rehabilitation cenws are from polygynous families, Most of them (89%) 
e l a i d  hat their parenC are no longer living togelher. it, fherefore, bL1ows 
f h a t f a m i l y d i s o r ~ ~ c m ~ ~ a X a x ~ ~ t ~ t h e f a ~ t h a t p u a h  
y m g  @Is into Wcking Most of the ehtrdrenwho p d p a t e d i n b  
group &&om were not living with their parents. This was as a result of 
the fact that there parents had separated. Others comphhd that they hzld 
a very large f d y  size, h e w  &y had to live with other families as &eir 
d d a  in order to have an education pr sunive, Furlhemtore, 38% of the 
parents are unemployed, wNe 33% of them are self-employed and are 
m t l y  traders. The mdts from the P a s  also reveaLed hat moat paren@ 
of girla vulnerable to traffickhg are traders and farmers. The above &dings 
further support earlier pasition that lack of skiils and unemployment 

individuals to trafficking (Onyenom, 2001; Tdia Renaissance 
2003; Ilardl rnO1)). 

The data also suggest that trafkldng may. be a function of f a d y  size. , 

Hace133% of the h f k k e d  & i r I s , e w n e f n n n ~ w i t h 8 - 1 0 ~  and 
9%from homes with more that ten children The issue of large family size 
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coupled wi& the prgb$em of family disorgankation and polygamy account 
for why children of such f d e s  are e x p d  fn trafficking and M d  Iaboux. 

III h e  wih hdhgs from p&iuus &dies, & major factors that 
Muense the persisknce of buman/chtl4tra£&cking as revealed by most of 
W respondents especially the Chi&/opinion Ieaders arid officiab of the 
tehabilitation centres include the persistence of pwerly, ummpIoymexlt, 
distmtionofculku:alvalp~ illiteracyI ignorance, family disorganization and 

' greed. Howwet much emphasis was laid on poverty and ummplooyment, 
which result from Uteracy and lack of skills. Thr: &Is Interviewed at the 
rehabitibtion centni emphashd persistent unemployment, poverty and 
family disorgankdh. A striking response. firom a girl from h e  
rehabilitation cent& bummarises &ese factor8 thus: 

Puuerty pushed me into trafticking business, also I had tao job to 
sumbe hqse I did &finish school; m rnyj5mily too w v e y  
pq.,My#fh leftusfbr my mum when I was vey mall. When 
I became a bit matured, 1 was asked to hawel With o h  girls 
a b w d  to work. .- - 8  

The above rwrponsq &O explains the fact that apart from poverty and 
unemployment, e m s  in family structure which is rd&d in the 
separation of pareqts, contributes a great deal to the incidence of human 
tr-. An inkhewed pirent confirmed poverty and Iarge f d y  she 
as an inauenchg fact~t of b:afWhg whefl she furiously said: 

1k3;vobody's business ifmy daughter goes nbmad to prostitute. 
ms is what we can do to sum've or do you .want us to die of 
mger md powwty? Do you how how many pople will die of 
hunger in myfamily if'we don't do this? 

The woman in qu9tion is seen as the breadwinner of her large family 
consisting of her e x h d e d  family members because she is very wealthy as 
a result of the for* &ency sent to her by her daughtm abroad. Thk 
supports the view &at &ay values- have changed and become distorted to 
the extent that weal,& is celebrated regardless of its source. In Iine with the 
views 9f Giddens (1$93), that extended family members migrak from rural ' 
areas to the cities tg take advanhge of the empIoymwlt opportunities and 
mmmce~ beliwed,tybe a~bIehttrbanareasasPresenliy, migrationhot 
even undertaken Mth the beM that there are emplqmmt opportunities; 
rather it is done in gdm to survive. A number of responses xweaIed that 
trafficking might never be sbpped as far as poverty and unemployment UNIV
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persist h the Edo State. people will always 4 fax m h ,  whether legal or 
IT.. UegaL to sumive in the society. A mpondent mid; 

~ h y  w i ~  imrff ibg not mntinui Ah pea@ s t i ~  ww ' 

hause of puvdy md lack of jobsf $- the jobs tkat are 
d b k  m n o t  catmfbran i & h i  9" f ibm a+fy. M y  
God an stop the problem oftmjickifik id Edo State. 

1 " 

Most of the resp9ndents a h  dated that comptron *'high in Nigeria, and 
k t  h d 6 c k m  hi their ways through. Hence, dkpate  punidmat 
lannot be meted out to stop them aa they can ~a rd I~~b .h i ded .  A parent 
'nkwi lhhhs tabed:  b ? ,  1:. 

;. ! 1 

C m p t i o n  is so high in Nig& so tMI fraffckrs h aploit 
young girls md wdrmger their lisles 'c&mot m be d d t e d  
and punished. They bribe their ways thvough with the pollee, 
imigrntion o p ,  a s t o m  o f i m  and even judges wha more 
or less mnnof &st the temptarions of collecting such b r i k  
bemum? thy an also not camfortable m g h  

I ,  I ,  

The above response reveals thatecomdc hardship has e a h  deep Into % 
fabric of the society. As a result, even t k e  who are expeded to maintainlaw 
and order h the adety can hardly do so because they are incapabh of 
mdstlng temptath~ that h o f v e ~  finandaI and matmid rewards. 

A s r e v e d e d b y ~ i n ~ & m t , m m o s t o f t h e ~ w h o s e  
daughters are i d f i d d  perceive it as a means of survival by which quidc 
money is made to help the M y  out of Wr,aituatton of difficulty or 
improve iheh fives. They see tfie Idea of t r m  their daughters as a last 
resortinthestruggle to sumhe. Thiscorrespondswi&hMertdantheory 
of the innovators who use JUlegaI meam tD meet legaknds. A woman was 
reported to have h m t  commitbed suicide when her daughter was 
repatriakxi. Woxmatlon had it that s h ~  had a party when the dm-, 
fxavelled to Europe becauae she befieved it was lh dawn of a nav day. A 
mpndent Iparent) said; 

My dmcghtefs tmml ah& roas t?w end of mr su@ng and 
pwr&, som1don't8eemypbfemaboPrtaUowing her togo' 
notnatterwht8herfai~sabma~shesrraedua.I%ei~en~sh 
~ l l e d  wYrs @t, 
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T h e a l b o v e r e s p 6 n s e ~  t h e l w e l o f ~ o n t h a t o u r c u l k u a l ~ a l ~ ~  
have been subjecbed #to. Parents i d W y  upheld decency and moral 
uprighhessintheauseof nurturinghjr daughkrs. H-, the questfw 
mmdvd, greed and low of wealth and maberiallsm have c a d  these vduea 
a0 bejettisioned. 

F ~ , p e r c e p ~ i s ~ b a & o n t h e s u c c w r s o r f a i l ~ o f  
trafflrking. A reepondent c m h n e d  this by saying; 

I f t k e i s l u h  d m t q ~ s , t k a c t i s o k a y b ~ t i f f k i s i n  
-luck and the &Id is r@riated, tken it is conm'dewd a problem. 
H a a e c r e r , u r e ~ ~ d o t m n e ~ g t o m r w k .  

TrafftfZdngofadau&~ordau~intheabweli~tIsseen~afwmof 
sami&M a-pt made ly the M y  of an individual b help the famiIy 
m w e ~ a f a n m o f & ~ m b U n g c a r r i e d w t b s u r v i v e ~ f i e h * b . I t  
is percebd to be a m  ,of hope, which when successful, is Tuck", and 
'whennntmmed&is a r d t  of lackofluck, 

GmsaUy, trd&ng of girfe and ywng women in Edo SMe is seen as 
a problem, althougk mqmdenb in the FGDs stated that the hv01d 
pmcmdonotse itlthisway,rahwwitasanoraalandnecw~la~g 

t h i n g t o d o t o ~ ~ , ~ y ' w h e n t h q . h a v e  lostadearone,orfaIIintheact 
and lohie their inwafmentsI do they start d g  it otlmwiae. 

* 
C o ~ ~ ~ n  ' 2  (I 

Human fdfkkhg especiaIIy the trafacZdng of chirdren, is an endemic 
phenomenon b t n q b  tp be d d y  checked eapecidly inEd0 state. The 
most rampant fom ~f h & h g  is ihe one which involves taking the 
persons abroad to engage in all forms of labour. But thew is another form 

, that involves taking a chUd to five wilh ~~ family to be a lummmid; 
the education and w ~ o f  such a child is- assured which might not be d x  case 
intfrefamiEy. Howevq, &ildrenbkmto suchhomes are mast i3mw treated 
like slaw3 and are ep'ived of true parental Iove and care they d e m .  

Thhp~enon.@g.ramptbecause~lmepafenb ~ ~ y t h o s e  
from the I m r  ctass @we b M  to more children Wan they can cater for. In the 
bid to msure their upkeep, they push the children to work for family 
Mends or family qeqbers so that @ economic burden of taking care of 

, ~ c a n b e r e d u c e ~ : l ,  * 

Furhemore, the problem of separation and famiIy disorganbtionhas 
&tie many childre0 horn these homes w h m b k  to h f f i h ;  separation 
affects the children% happiness and mgkes them leave tfi& homes In search 
of comfort, happinew and a sense of beIonging. a s e  problems cwpIed 
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with the probfems of poverty, unemployment gred iyld large family &e 
has ensured the continuity of h.iunan t r a g  e s p d l y  in Edo state. a 

FoUowing the fact &at human traHicEpng B not advantqpus, a p d d y  to 
the children and fox the counws image, &re is ned for co11ecfive effm 
to curb the phenmmon b6 

InIine with this, the study recommends that govemmht s h d d  intensify 
e h  at afleviatlng poverty and creating empfuyment opporhmifi~~- and 
empowering dw people in Edo State economically. This could IE done by 
making credit and loans available to parents and young hdles who want to 
sfart bu- tm earn a living. AIso young school dropouts should be , 
t . r a i n e d a n d g U i d e d b h e a h t d m h g f u f ~ ~ ~ i n & i n  
dties 

Government and non-govemmentd W e s  shodd ensure that proper 
dghtammt programs hat emphasize the ills of tiaf&khg are orgadmi 
to discourage fhose who are d n m b I e  in rural diurban areas. Laws 
enacted against traffichs and traffickhg acb should be strietry 
 imp^^. 111 111. 

The atudy dm recommends that parents Irom Edd W other s t a b  where , 
famiry disorgmhtlon ia rampant shoutd be enligh- on the negative 
e&cb of largehmUy alze, family dfsoFganization, -ationor divorce and 
fhe harmful effect of neglect and abandonment e q h U y  in polygpgus 
marriages. The p k b b  of single parents should be tz&n into consideration 
and adequate support provided for the single parent ~Wthe n e g W  child. ' 
Above aII, the study m e n d s  iadMduaI and coIldve flght against 
unempIoymen$ c w r u p h  and traffieldng of persons in Edo State. 
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