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ABSTRACT

This thesis consists of nine chapters. The first is 
on the biography of the Shaykh while the second highlights 
the features of an ideal Islamic State. The subsequent 
chapters critically examine the views expressed by the 
Shaykh after editing the Arabic text and translating it.
Topics discussed in the chapters respectively are patriotism, 
agriculture and commerce, education, family living, and 
health and social welfare- ŝ ervi-ces.-• ■

Shaykh cAbd al-Salam Yusuf A1 ikinla'lvas an erudite 
scholar and a gifted writer. He was alsg>.a< phadismatic

l 'leader who commanded thp respect of all and £undrŷ ,
1especially the -Vestern-bducated Muslims who fconstituted the 

majority of members of Hizbui^bab- al-S.h-alib, founded by him 
in 1952. His efforts to enhance the status of Islam and 
that of its adherents attracted him to the political 
activities of the 1940s and 1950s although he never contested 
for any public post. It is not impossible that iMustaqbal 
Ilorin al-ZahiryTOw under studŷ . is as a result of his exposure 
to politics.

Under patriotism, issues affecting security of the 
nation and commitment of the citizens to uphold its territo­
rial integrity are discussed. Care of the land and
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encouragement of farmers financially and morally are 
treated under agriculture. The Shaykh talks about traders, 
foreign entrepreneurs and artisans under commerce. Much 
emphasis is laid on proper upbringing of girls, their 
freedom to study any course and compulsory education of 
every child under education.

On family living, the Shaykh raises issues such as -'-be 
establishment of marriage registry, size of the family, 
mothers' responsibilities to their children and the 
influence of the former on the latter. Topics treated 
under health services include qualities of animals to be 
slaughtered, environmental sanitation, traditional and 
modem physicians and training of doctors and para-medical 
staff locally and abroad. His discussions on social welfare 
services cover the settlement of the destitute such as 
beggars, lunatics and lepers.

It is pertinent to mention here that the Shaykh's 
belief that Islam is not only a religion but a complete 
way of life underlies his submissions on the topics 
mentioned above. His intention seems to be the spiritual 
and material transformation of the nation into a better 
society.
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INTRODUCTION

Nigeria as a developing nation is faced by many 
problems which constitute obstacles in her path to greatness. 
Many attempts have been and will always be made by patriotic 
citizens in various ways to get her over the problems. It is 
in the light of this that Shaykh Yusuf *Abd al-Salam Alikinla 
wrote Mustaqbal Ilorin al-Zahir (the bright future of Ilorin)

The manuscript consists of twenty-six folios both sides 
of each of which are written on. The only exception is the 
last,the reverse side of which is empty. There is no 
rubrication. The text is vowelled and clear throughout. 
Although there are marginal glosses believed to be in the 
Shaykh*s hand,correcting or replacing some words,at times, 
in red or blue ink, the copy available to the researcher 
is said to have been copied by one of his students not yet 
identified. Nor does the copy bear the name of the said 
copyist. However, it is said that this is the copy recovered 
from the author's costudy after his death,and,most probably, 
the only one available. It is now kept with Alhaj Sanusi 
Alabi at Ode-Omu together with some other valuable materials 
as the most senior of the Shaykh's students. It was the 
practice of the Shaykh to jot down his works in pencil and 
would charge one of his most reliable students to write
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xii

out the jottings which he would go through for necessary 
corrections. This work is believed to have passed through 
the same process,and this is the archetype. The date of 
writing is put around 1954.

Having a single copy of the MS would have posed great 
difficulties particularly in editing it ,but for able assistance 
received from Alhaj Alabi mentioned above. I admire his 
scholarship, meekness and enthusiasm to get this research 
done. I have also been assisted by the rigid rule that 
verses of poetry in Arabic should conform to the metre chosen. 
This easily reveals where the copyist makes a mistake of either 
adding or omitting, even,a single letter.

The paper used for the copy is coarse, brown, sharp at 
the edges ,except the first folio. It bears the hallmark of 
eight horizontal lines,representing the low-quality product 
of Ankuri Magani Duniya of Northern Nigeria,early this 
century. Each folio measures 17cm. by 22cm. Sub-topics 
written by the author are in the margin.

The MS discusses many issues which have been put together 
in five topics. They are mainly to provide practical solutions 
to the spiritual, social, economic and political problems of 
the nation. The work is therefore not an abstract philosophical 
attempt like some others on political thought or State
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administration. It also has the credit of paying attention 
to issues not strictly religious,unlike most works of the 
author's contemporaries.

There are five hundred and three verses in all.
The brief introduction in prose explains that the MS is 
intended as the Shaykh's modest contribution to the progress 
of his fatherland.

This thesis aims to bring to the notice of the academic 
world and the public in general that Islamic scholars not 
literate in English are as imaginative and forward-looking 
as their Western-educated counterparts. 3y editing the MS, 
its reading has been facilitated,while the translation into 
English will enable those who do not understand Arabic to 
read it. Comments on the views expressed by the author are 
not only to relate them to the reality of the situation in 
Nigeria,but also to justify them on the basis of Islam as 
taught in the Qur'an, Hadith and works of renowned scholars 
and Muslim leaders all over the world. The biography of 
the Shaykh, highlighting the academic, religious and social 
aspects of his lifeireveals many facts unknown to some of the 
informants who have not had the opportunity of collating their 
views and ideas. The discussion on the Islamic concept of 
an ideal State is a summary of Islamic political thought 
from the time of the Prophet (S.A.W) to the present.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



xi v

Efforts vere made to find out if there was any 
other copy of the MS at the Centre for Arabic 
Documentation and the Main Library of University of 
Ibadan. I also investigated at the National Archives 
at Ibadan and kaduna, History Bureau, Sokoto, and the 
Library Museum, Jos. I also contacted some individuals 
at Ibadan, Ago - Iwoye, Modakeke, etc. But all these 
efforts did not yield any desired result. It was only 
Shaykh Abdul-Ra'uf Busari, Oke Gege, Ibadan, one of 
my informants, who premised to look for a copy which, he 
felt, might not be complete. Unfortunately, he was not 
able to locate it till the end of this project. The hope 
of recovering another copy of the MS is, therefore, not 
yet completely lost. It is hoped that further researches 
will help in recovering any other copy, if ah all it 
exists.

This work is neither a literary critique nor 
appraisal per se. It is just a. modest attempt to study 
the life of Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla in relation to the 
views he has expressed in the work under study. The 
approach is not mainly from the linguistic point of view. 
References are made to Arabic grammar, prosody, semantics, 
etc., only to facilitate the reading and understanding
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of the Arabic text. As a result of this, the attention 
is not particularly focused on the Shaykh's style of 
writing including choice of words, rhyme scheme, influence 
of the mother-tongue (Yoruba) on him, etc. This is a 
remarkable difference between this work and some others 
especially H.K. Bidmus' " A literary appraisal of the 
Arabic writings of the Yoruba CU1ama ", an. M.A. Project 
at University of Ibadan (1972), and m .T. Yahya's "A 
study of the structural and thematic innovations in the 
Arabic poetry of Kanem 3ornu in the works of al-Tahir b. 
Ibrahim al-Fallati , and Yusuf b. Abd al-Qadir al- 
Qarghari, a Ph.D. Thesis at the same institution (1986),

The attempt, in this work, is to study the MS from 
the socio-religious point of view with particular 
reference to the contemporary situation in Nigeria at 
present. This is based on the issues raised in the MS, 
which have to do, to a large extent, with the people's 
social life, and the fact that the author has been 
tremendously influenced by Islam in expressing the views.
In fact, his ultimate aim is to transform Nigeria into 
an ideal Islamic State where justice, peace and mutual 
understanding between rulers and ordinary citizens will
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reign supreme. This work is therefore along the same 
line with S.U. Balogun's "The works of Abdul-Qadir 
b. Gidado in the context of iNigerian History”, a Ph.D. 
Thesis at University of Birmingham (1983), except that 
the focus there is mainly on history whereas the totality 
of social life covering the economic, political, 
educational and other aspects is put into consideration 
here. This is not to say that history does not necessarily 
touch these aspects of life. The fact is that in an 
average historical research, they attract attention only 
in relation to their relevance to historical incidents.

Much as we may have striven to do justice to the 
various aspects of life that the views in the MS relate 
to, this work cannot be said to be exhaustive in each 
case. It should be admitted, therefore, that 
specialists in the various fields have a lot to contribute 
in studying the MS and relating its contents to our needs. 
This work may be taken to have only blazed the trail. 
Specialists in the fields of language, literature, 
history, sociology, etc., should follow jith more 
intensive and extensive researches on the MS.

Although there are some remarks in the margin that 
may be taken as indications of dividing the poem into
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sections, its .chapterisation., as in this work , is that 
of the researcher. Verses are brought forward or backward, 
based on their meaning, to constitute chapters. For 
instance, the chapter I, as in this work, consists of 
lines on the first three and the last nineteen folios of 
the MS. There are also cases when lines on different topics 
are mixed up in the MS. An example is folio.4 the first 
and the third to fifth lines of which are on agriculture, 
while others are on commerce.

Chapters, as arranged in this work, are quite different 
from the way the remarks in the margins, mentioned above, 
are in the MS. It is issues discussed that account for 
the present arrangement. Each chapter, thus, contains 
materials from the various parts of the MS. A good example 
here is Chapter I, cited above, which contains materials 
from the first and last parts of the MS. It is pertinent 
to mention here that all the lines have been taken care 
of by including them in any of the chapters. On the other 
hand, no line is repeated twice or more. As a result 
of this, the number of the lines is the same as in the 
MS.
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There are .nine ; chapters in this thesis.
Chapter I is on the biography of the Shaykh, while 
the second discusses the features of an ideal Islamic 
State. Patriotism and security of the State are focused 
in Chapter III, while Chapter IV contains materials on 
agriculture and commerce. Education ’ and family 
living are looked into in Chapters V and VI respectively. 
Chapter VII is on health and social service for all 
citizens, while the next is on issues in Shaykh Alikinla’ 
Islamic manifesto for Nigeria. Conclusion constitutes 
Chapter IX.
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C H A P  T.E R 1

BIOGRAPHY OP SHAYKH ALIKIhLA

1.1. His birth:
Shaykh 'Abd al-Salam Yusuf Alikinla was born 

around 1903^ in Ilorin. His father Yusuf Alikinla, an 
indigene of Ilorin, was an itinerant scholar and 
trader dealing in animal skin, traditional leather
materials and Ofi cloth. A rrincess, Asma' daughter

2of one Onilawo of Ilawo f a town in the Ejigbo Local 
Government Area of Oyo State, was his mother. She 
was a petty trader selling agricultural products.
The two parents came across each other during one of 
the. former's frequent visits to Ilawo.

1.2. His youth and education:

Shaykh Alikinla snent his early life mostly 
accompanying his father from one place to another. 
After having elementary studies in Arabic with his
father, he met for the first time, late Shaykh

- - 3Zakariya' al-Adabi, Taj al-Mu'min , from Omoda
compound, Ilorin, in 1928 at Abeokuta. Incidentally,
both the father and the Shaykh had come from Ilorin
and thereoy became childhood friends. Shaykh Zakariya'
felt happy to see the new student Decause he observed
traits of brilliance, discipline and ingenuity in him.
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Young Alikinla had not by that time completed reading

the Holy Qur’an. The events that later led to their

coming together in 1930 at Badagry started to take
5

place from that time onwards. It was then that 

Alikinla began to learn how to read and write Arabic.

He was later asked to leave for Epe to accompany al-Haj 

Juma'ah, the head pupil of the Shaykh who was instructed 

to take proper care of him. Shaykh Alikinla studied a 

number of books under the tutelage of Al-Ha jj Juma' ah. 

This association provided an opportunity for the 

former to display his qualities of being a diligent 

and obedient student to the extent that "the position
5

of sonship" was conferred on him. He was however

later asked to leave for Abeokuta under the care of

Shaykh al-Hajj Salman Ake, a full brother of the teacher,

who taught him many books on Taf sir Fig tv, Hadi th etc.
»

He again behaved himself so well to earn the confidence 

of the teacher.

. Many a time he would keep awake
in the night in service to his 
Shaykh al-Hajj (salmln nke) and he 
was his shadow which could ̂ o t  be 
parted with for a moment.

Alkinla was always proud ‘ of having served Doth Shaykh 

Zakariya al-Adaoi and his brother, al-Ha^J S a la a n  to 

the best of his ability until the former passed away

in 1934
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Probably due to the depth of grief experienced 

as a result of the loss of the great teacher, or other 

reasons, Shaykh Alikinla was convinced that he forgot 

everything he had learnt. Nevertheless, his enthusiasm 

to be at the service of al-Ha^j Salman was maintained 

until 1936 when he experienced a kind of spiritual

transformation with deep meditation probably as a
8

result of better information.

As from that time, Shaykh Alikinla never learnt 

anything from anybody. Fifteen years later, he had 

got to his credit many notable works in manuscript 

such as t-Asjud al-Asna and Hifrid al-Farid. He later 

withdrew from literary engagements to contribute his 

quota to the socio-political situation of his time. His 

activities culminated in. the inauguration of Hizbul- 

Lah al-Ghalib in May, 1952.

1.3. His later life and death;

As it was the practice of ^Ulama* at the time, 

Shaykh Alikinla visited quite a number of towns and 

villages including Badagry, Ijebu-Ode, Ago Iwoye, 

Abeokuta, Ibadan, Oyo, iseyin and a host of others.

He eventually settled down at Ibadan as his base in 

1939 with occasional visits to other places. He was 

then hosted by one Mr. Benson, an indigene of Ijebu-
9

Igbo, very close to Alfa Najm Mosque, Gege, Ibadan .
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He later shifted to lie Dawonru, Qpopo Yeosa, then 

to lie Laamo, Bere, and lastly to lie Ogunmola, all at 

Ibadan.

The Shaykh made friends with prominent Muslim Scholars 

then at Ibadan such.as Alfa Baba Ilorin, Alfa H e  Oriolowo, 

al-Hajj Qadr Olosun, Alfa Hasan Oke Foko and some others.

But unlike some other Muslim Scholars, the Shaykh was able 

to command the respect of Muslim elites in the service of the 

then Native Authority, Western Region Government and private 

enterprises. In fact, such educated Muslims constituted the 

majority of the membership of Hizbul-Lani al-Ghalib. This 

development would be better appreciated if judged against the 

background of general contempt in which the cUjLama» were then 

held due mainly to the large-scale propaganda of the Christian 

Missionaries to present Islam and its adherents in the 

blackest possible colour. Islam was made synonymous with 

ignorance, barbarism and backwardness.

One of the greatest achievements of Hizbul-Lahi-al-Ghalib 

was the establishment of Muslim Primary Schools at Ibadan 

and its environs in 1955 and the introduction of Islamic 

Religious Knowledge in the schools* Curriculum. However, 

it was the Muslim community that was responsible for the 

payment of salaries of the "Arabic Teachers". It is regretta­

ble that the arrangement suffered a devastating blow in 1956

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



5

PLATE I
Shaykh Alikinla in Agbada with a cap.
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•wnen crisis erupted bearing on financial mismanagement

levelled against the Shaykh. The situation was' so tense

that the Regional Government had to institute a one-man

committee of enquiry in person of Mr. S.O. Balogun, a

Senior Education Officer, to investigate the case. It

. was eventually resolved that the payment of salaries be

decentralised with each Ratibi Mosque or organisation
10taking care of its respective schools . Thus the Muslim 

.solidarity was shattered again probably beyond redemption 

even though the schools continued to exist.

Despite the crisis and the feeling of having been 

disappointed and, possibly, frustrated, the Shaykh stayed 

on at Ibadan. He became sick in June, I960. When all 

the efforts aimed at restoring health to him failed to 

yield the desired result, he was taken to Ago Iwoye for further 

medical attention. He took his last breatn on Tuesday 27th 

of September i960, a few days to the independence Day.

Survived by two sons, Ahmad Fauzi and Fadl al-Rahman, and 

a daughter, Fa'izah, Shaykh cAbd al-Salain Yusuf Alikinla 

was buried at the Public Muslim Ceinetary at ^go Iwoye. *
.4.His religious life:

Shaykh Yusuf Abd al-Salam Alikinla was a personification 

of piety, asceticism and total devotion to the cause of Allah. 

Having been born into a deeply religious family, he was 

brought up in an atmosphere thoroughly permeated with
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Islamic norms and values. His high sense of morality 

and spiritual devotion must have contributed immensely to 

the cordial relationship between him and his teacher,

Shaykh TSj al-Mu'min al-Adabi.

Religious as he was, his high spiritual level was not

generally realised until 1936 when he was said to have

experienceo a spiritual transformation. As from that time

onward, the Shaykh formed the habit of keeping indoors
11unless important occasions necessitated his going out 

Nevertheless, he widely travelled having been to most of 

the towns and villages in Yorubaland. He was a public 

preacher and an erudite scholar.

12
Shaykh Alikinla was favoured with Karamat. There 

were many instances in his life to show this. In one of 

his several visits to Iseyin, it was said that one masquerade, 

named Oniko, notorious for possessing dangerous charms, 

threatened to deal with him and frustrate his plan to hold 

public preachings. It was too late for the Muslim Community 

of the town to notify the Shaykh of the threat. They 

therefore advised him to put off the idea to preach for 

the tiaie being. But the Shaykh and his entourage turned 

up for the occasion as planned and the Muslim Community 

summoned courage to rally round him. The congregation 

was far larger than usual because many people came simply 

to see what would happen.
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MAP SHOWING PLACES VISITED BY SHAYKH 
YUSUF ALIKINLA fN W ESTERN NIGERIA
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Not long after the commencement of the preaching 

session, members of the congregation started to. hear the 

sound of drums from the masquerader. Some attempted to 

run away but the Shaykh assured them that there was no 

cause for alarm. He asked them to be reciting Kalmat a 1- 

Shahadah. It was a tense situation.

Discovering that the congregation was still intact

despite his appearance, the Oniko masquerader became

infuriated and rushed towards them, brandishing a sword

in the right hand and charms in the other. When he was

about fifty metres away to the muslims, he tumbled three

times after which he lay down, face downward, motionless.

His lieutenants moved nearer to help him but he was no

more. Thus the Muslims were saved the embarrassment.

Many non-Muslims believeu that Allah was on the side of
13

Shaykh Alikinla. They used the opportunity to declare 

their support for Islam.

After settling down eventually at Ioadan, the Shaykh 

did not only maintain the habit of keeping indoors for 

the purpose of meditation, he also used to frequent 

solitary places particularly the Bower's Tower at Ibadan 

for the same purpose.

The Shaykh's idea of asceticism and otherworldliness

was liberal. He loved smart but moderate dressing.
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He was also fond of taking photographs. His belief 

was that Muslims were not foroidden to share from the 

conveniences and joy of this life, poverty and extreme 

self-denial in any aspect of life might not necessarily 

oe virtues. Nor was the appearance of a man the 

yardstick for piety and consciousness of Allah. In a 

swift reaction to certain common practices among some 

Muslims of his time, he said.*
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1. Rip. the curtain of ignorance, oh people of 
trust, off the Religion so that the ones straying 
away may be secure from destruction.

2. Sound of the tambourine of heresies deafens him
20who knows, adding insult to injury.

3. To the Hell-Fire they condemn (people) for putting 
on caps without the turban and the staff.

4. Their madness gets worse for leaving the pubic 
hair (unshaven) and the armpit hair (unplucked); 
this to them is a misfortune.

5. And among them, the feeble-minded, is a poor fellow 
at sea wandering (all about) with the impression that 
he is on the way.

6. (They preach) carrying a big staff and prancing, 
swollen - headed in tattered cloths with the beard.

7. This fashion of theirs is for she-goats and he-goats. 
The lions are known with the moustache and not 
(necessarily with) anything else.

8. He, the long - bearded, among them condemns him 
who appears decent, nice - looking (but) without 
any beard.
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9. The people of Allah are known with their decent 
appearance, and conduct of the best creatures-, 
keeping to guidance.

10. Never are they arrogant. They are usually humble
to Allah and not for the sake of anything
except (divine) pleasure.

11. Arise o people of understanding in a way
To remove the curtain of ignorance from the

-21light of Mustafa.• •

Although this piece was intended to be a joke with 
the so called "new comers" into Islam, it turned out to 
be a strongly-worded lampoon and a literary master-piece. 
Opening with a clarion call to the well-versed Muslim 
scholars to stem the trend of religious fanaticism and 
indoctrination that posed the danger of misleading quite 
a large number of uninformed Muslims and portraying Islam 
in a bad colour to the non-Muslims, the author proceeded 
to itemise the various heretical practices he had in mind. 
They included the undue emphasis laid on putting on the 
turban, counting the staff as part of Muslims* dressing, 
wearing long beards, shaving the pubic hair and in the 
armpit. The fifth line paints the pathetic picture of a 
self-conceited person straying away but, still, has a high
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opinion of himself. Others in the same camp with, 
him consider themselves superior to other Muslims and 
therefore brag about. The piece ends with the axiom 
that it is not all that glitters that is gold. Many 
chicken-hearted persons feign valiance. The poet rather 
•humorously drew the attention to this fact by comparing 
heavily-bearded goats with lions. The beard of the 
former does not show them to be more manly than the latter. 
In fact, the case 'is the other way round. In practical 
terms, religious scholars worth their salt need not wear 
their academic qualifications on their faces. Rather, 
they should appear as simple as possible and utilize their 
talents in the cause of Allah. It is the responsibility 
of such people to rid Islam of all the extraneous 
innovations.

S&aykh Alihinla was a great theologian and at the 
same time, a broad-minded philosopher. His frequent 
meditations helped to widen the horizon of his concept of 
Allah. He came to realise the indivisibility of the 
Divine Unity in all ramifications. He did not subscribe 
to the idea of ascribing anthropomorphic attributes to 
allah. Nor is He corporeal. He i^ unique and all alone 
in His class. These views and some others are expressed 
by the Shaykh as follows;
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Translation:

Allah, the Exalted, is One. There is no 
beginning for His existence and no end fdr 
His eternity. (He is) the self-Sustaining. 
infinity brings not His end, and time affects 
Hirn not. Nay, He is the First and the Last, 
the Manifest ana the Hidden. Holy is He far 
above anthropomorphism. Nothing is like Him 
and He is over and above everything in such a 
way that this does not affect His proximity to 
His creatures, and He is closer to the servant 
than the jugular vein. He kteeps watch over 
everything. He is with you wherever you may 
be. Physical proximity is not like His, just 
like the material essence is not like His 
(divine) essence. (He is too) exalted for time 
to restrict, too sacred for place to encompass. 
The eyes of the righteous shall see Him in the 
Abode of stability as the verses (of the Quran)
and information point out. (He is) living,

28
able, reforming } victorious. He is not 
subject to fatigue and inability. Neither 
sleep nor slumber affects Him. He created 
all and apportioned their sustenance and 
life-spans. His power cannot be assessed,
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and His knowledge has no limit. He knows
everything, not even something of atom's
weight in the earth and heaven is hidden
from Him. He knows the secret and the hidden.
He is aware of feelings in the hearts and
things concealed in secrecy. He plans for
all the creatures and alternates the
happenings. Nothing takes place in His
domain little or much, large or small,
beneficial or injurious, except with His
decree, plan and command, what He wills
happens and what He does not never happens.
He is the Originator and the one to return
(us back to His presence). He does what He wills.
There is none to change His judgement or to
reject His decree. No servant can abstain from
offending Him except with His pleasure and will.
He hears, sees, speaks but His speech is not

29like that of His creatures. Everything 
beside Him, the Glorious and Majestic, is a 
matter He has created with His power.
There is no motion or standstill except there 
in it is wisdom confirming His unity...
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1.5. His academic life;

It must be admitted that information available to 
the researcher on the Shaykh's learning and the exact 
books he studied under his various teachers is scanty.
Our chief informants have been his students or associates 
particularly after his settlement at Ibadan. Although 
he was a prolific writer, there is no indication that 
he had prepared his autobiography. Nevertheless, 
Mustaqbal Ilorin al-zahir and some other writings of 
his give some useful clues to his academic activities.

Shaykh Alikinla is said to have started learning 
as early as possible under his father. He was later 
handed over to Taj Al-Mumin in 1930 and there he was 
until 1934 when the great scholar passed away. He 
spent the next two years with al-Hajj Salman Ake which 
marked the end of his formal learning. As a brilliant 
student dedicated to the service of his masters, the 
young *Alikinla must have learnt a good number of 
classical works of Poetry, Theology, Jurisprudence, 
Tafsir, Sirah, Mysticism, philosophy and a host of

i
others within this short period. He might have also 
had some acquaintance with journals, magazines and
textooks from the Arab world

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



A reference to Abu al-*Atahiyyah however gives the
impression that the Shaykh must have had access to some
classical literary works of pre and post-Islamic periods.
His views on the various aspects of Tawhig also snow his

*•

interest in philosophy ana Metaphysics. He must have studit 
the controversy between the Asharites and the h^taziiites 
and, probably, the remarkaole contributions of Al-Ghazali 
to topical issues of his time. His exposure to western
civilization even though lie was not literate in fclnglish
must have contributed to his degree of critical attituue
to Muslim leaders who were fond of emphasising certain
trivialities.

It seems as if the Shaykh started nis literary 
activities by imitating famous literary works. Thus his
earliest works are said to be ‘Asjud al-Asna which is

- 30 - - — ~ 31Takhmis of al-Daliyyah,and Hifrid al-Fario also Tasntir
of al-Hurdah. His independent works yet confirmed are 
Al-kifah fi al-3iyasah which is in prose and Mustaqbal 
Ilorin al-zahir, the subject of this study. Efforts to 
have access to the works so far have not been successful, 
the excuse being that they would soon be printed and made 
available to the public.

Considering the relatively short period within which 
the Shaykh studied, and the high level of his erudition,
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it is believed that the source of his knowledge was great.
This is proved by the fact that he was never caught unawares
when discussing any branch of knowledge particularly world
politics and current affairs. Much as one would not venture
to disprove this fact, it could be inferred that the Shaykh v
familiar with foreign magazines such as Majallat al-Adlb

<from Cairo, a1-Mustami al-cArabi from London (printed by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation), Majallat al-cAraoiyyah

—  4kfrom America and Bitaqat al-3harq. The magazine as well 
as listening to Radio broadcasts in nrabic from Britain, 
America and the Arab world must have exposed him to a 
world far larger than his contemporary scholars could 
imagine'. His attachment to these media was so strong that
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he once felt obliged to pay tribute to the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (B.B.C.) thus;

^ -O 1̂. 4- 11 * ,. b b  I -s> 4 U I '“a* Ip

> L ■«$—» ̂  {Ji j ; j VI 4__1. a> L i U  VI v>'=*- U
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• . 2 3
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Translation: &0

1. May peace from Allah continuously be with you 
And rgularly from me also are greetings to you,

2. Oh the enlightenment squad, the Broadcasting 
House, B.B.C! May perfect peace by with you,

3. The readers (send) one thousand greetings to you 
And so do your honourable listeners far away,

4. You explained (all) the issues which thus became 
bare, clear. As all that happened before the 
war was previously unknown,

5. But for you, we would not have known the 
spirit behind your action, ês well as the 
basic democratic principle (underlying) it.

6. (The) Beneficent (God) will reward you for 
His light which, You have laboured for and 
disseminated.

7. He (Allah) gives assistance to servants of 
knowledge like you; 0 people of B.3.CI 
this deed of yours is enough an honour.

8. Why not as this is Light in essence 
And the King and Lord of Light gives 
honour to knowledge.
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9. And the token of B.B.C. for Britain is 
lofty, She has, through it, proved 
worthy of all her claims.

10. And it has been an effective solution to
all that had happened in form of careless 
distortion of her stand.

The poem is an expression of appreciation and 
acknowledgement of the roles played by al-nustamial 
cArabi in enlightening the Arab world and ^rabic - 
speaking Africans and, prooably, Asians on the causes, 
course and c®nsequenceS-' of the second world war. Although 
the medium must have been used for propaganda by the 
publishers, the Shaykh saw it as a selfless service to 
humanity for which rewards were being expected from Allah. 
The last two lines of the poem however admit that the 
journal was mainly to defend the British policies on the 
War in particular and world politics in general. Nigeria, 
then under .the British Colonial rule, must be brought along 
and fed with the information necessary to sustain her 
loyalty to Her Majiesty and the objective seems to have 
been achieved, at least as far as our man is concerned.

The fame of Shaykh Alikinla spread far and wide in 
Yorubaland as an accomplished scholar and a far-sighted 
Muslim leader. His students at Ibadan numbered hundreds 
most of whom had received Western-education and who were
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officials of the Native Anthority, Western Regional and
Federal Governments as well as employees in private
companies. They were fascinated by his exposure to modern
trends of events and his frantic attempts to make up for
the Muslims' apparent luke-warm attitude to Western
education. It is therefore not a surprise that not
less than seven thousand Muslims including Mr. Bello
Abasi, leader of Egbe Cmo Ibile, attended the formal
launching of Hizbul-Lih al - Ghalib at the palace of the
then olubadan of Ibadan, Oba Memudu Ali Iwo, who was also

37physically present, on Saturday May 17, 1952*

The Shaykh's fame transcended Nigerian borders.
Although he did not have the opportunity of going abroad,
Muslim scholars particularly from the Middle East used to
visit him often. As far back as 1954, he was able to employ
the sevices of two Arab graduates of the Azhar. university,
Cairo, named Muhammad Tahir and Muhammad Sharif respectively,

38at his Arabic School temporarily operating in the evening 
in a primary school at Chief Agbaje's compound, Ayeye,
Ibadan. Each and everyone of his visitors is said to be 
amazed at his level of erudition and vast knowledge of 
Nahw, Sarf, Balaghah, Falstafah, and other subjects not

39strictly connected with Islamic Theology or Metaphysics.
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Strangely enough, Shsykh Alikinla did not form any 

religious movement. His practice was to teach those who 
approached him for knowledge and leave them to employ the 
knowledge so acquired in any form possible to further the 
cause of Islam and improve the condition of Muslims.

1.6. His socio-political life:

From the time of his birth to late 1940*s Shaykh 
Alikinla was exclusively committed to scholarship and 
teaching both in private and public places, as nationa­
listic ectivities to win independence for Nigeria gained momen­
tum and various interest-groups got drawn to the scene, the 
Shaykh responded enthusiastically to the situation, 
dedicating all his efforts to further the cause of Islam.
It was here that his charismatic and leadership qualities 
were brought into play.

With the introduction of the Richards Constitution 
in Nigeria in 1946 dividing the country into Eastern .western 
and Northern Regions, active tribal politics was ushered in 
as the bedrock of Nigerian Polity. By 1952, three
major political parties principally based on tribal 
affiliation have been founded — the National Council of 
Nigeria and the Cameroons (N.C.N.C) having the Ibo-dominated 
East as its stronghold, the Action Group (A.G) dominated
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by the Yoruba of the West and the Northern people's
Congress(N.P.C) having a firm grip on the North mainly

40populated by Hausa and Fulani.

From the onset, there had been close relationship 
between colonialism and Christianity in most parts of 
Africa, particularly Nigeria. As soon as Britain declared 
the slave trade illegal in 1807 followed by other European 
nations, explorers and missionaries began to penetrate the 
interior of Africa. The result of this "invasion" was the 
planting of Christianity and Colonialism.

Thus the colonialists and Missionaries came to repre-
41sent the same interest with an overt division of labour.

The Missionaries contended with the Muslims who had
been steadily spreading their religion to then°oks and
corners of Yorubaland. As the former;

saw the Muslim Communities expand and 
grow in influence, they became very 
concerned, all the more so as their 
conversions in the field were, by their 
own estimates, not only in inverse 
proportion to their endeavours but 
also relatively insignificant, compared ^  
with those of their Muslim counterparts. „

Although the Muslims were gaining the upper hand j.n 
terms of winning new converts and■consolidating their 
communities, their Christian rivals posed to them a challenge 
of well-organised evangelism with,requisite human and 
material resources at their disposal. The Missionaries
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were equipped with literacy in Arabic and
.  ̂ t 43Yoruba texts.

As one would justifiably expect, the colonial 
Government, realising what it would gain from the 
ev«angelisation of Yorubaland and Nigeria as a whole, 
did all that was possible to facilitate the works of 
the Missionaries.

Legally, the Christian Missionaries 
were promised complete 'protection*
'assistance' and 'encouragement' in 
some treaties signed by the British 
and local chiefs, as was the case in 
Lagos, Abeokuta and Gyo. Occasionally 
a few top government officials would 
throw in their influence. In 1887, 
the Acting Administrator in Lagos, 
diplomatically enough, remonstrated 
with the Awujale of Ijebu-Ode to allow 
and encourage, the missionaries to work 
in ijebu-0de» _

Despite all the vast resources at the disposal 
of the Christian missionaries, they achieved very little. 
The Muslims with whom they .were contending and who 
luckily preceded them to the field of operation, were 
acquainted with Christianity as a religion as well as 
its doctrines. Both the Quran and hadith are full of 
information needed to withstand all the challenges that 
might be posed by the evangelists. The Muslims were 
convinced that Islam was superior to and better than 
Christianity. James Johnson, one of the earliest ardent
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missionaries is quoted to have reported on the Muslims'
reaction to their missionary work thus:

Our activity has provoked their own.
They were never warmer in the defence 
of their religion. On the ever-topical 
issue of the person of Christ, 
for instance, the Muslims, in spite of 
all Christian assertion to the contrary, 
insisted on the validity of Muslim 
teaching as 'they cease not to repeat 
the surat of the Quran that says "God 
does not beget and is not begotten".45

Of all the various methods employed by the 
missionaries to win Yorubaland for Christ, Western education 
proved to be the most effective. Its medium of instruction, 
English, was the language of commerce, communication in 
official circles and Christianity. But unfortunately for 
the Muslims, it was exclusively monopolised by the missiona­
ries who never failed to utilize any opportunity that might 
present itself in that direction.

Samuel Ajayi Crowther was the pioneer 
of Nigerian Missionary who set the pace 
in this direction: The school was 
Crowther's chief method of evangelisa­
tion. He introduced the mission into 
new places by getting rulers and elders 
interested in the idea of a school of 
their own, and usually it was to the 
school that he asked the senior missionary 
at each station to give his chief attention.

It is most unfortunate to note that although using 
education as a bait for proselityzation_^had been declared 
illegal in Nigeria as far back as 1887'!'?, the Missionaries 
persisted in breaking „ the law _ and the trend is still
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the same, particularly in Southern Nigeria. This is
more painful when it is noted that this crime is being
committed deliberately and with impunity# innocent children
fell easy victims of the machination. Everything done in
the school was aimed’at conversion and consolidation of
Christianity. Fafunwa observes:

Irrespective of the denominational 
label, the early Christian schools 
in Nigeria were conceived by all 
the Christian demoninations as the 
most important instrument for con­
version. Indeed, the school was 
incidental; if Christianity could 
have been implanted in Nigeria 
without the use of the school, 
most missionary groups would have 
tried to do so.
The children were a captive audience 
and the missions made the most of the 
situation, as the daily school-time- 
taoles showed, Christian religion 
predominated, even though subjects 
such as geography and arithmetic were 
included in the curriculum. All other 
subjects, for example grammar, reading, 
spelling, meaning of words, etc, were 
taught with one overriding aim in mind: 
to enable the new Christian converts to 
acquire the mastery of the art of read­
ing and .writing with a view to facilita­
ting the study of sacred writings and 
for the performance of their religious 
duties

The above information is given to draw attention to 
the long-protracting suspicion and rivalry between Muslims on 
the one hand and Christians and colonialists as well as 
their agents represented by the government functionaries

40
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on the other. Thus to forestal being converted to 
Christianity., the Muslims boycotted Western Education and 
the result was that the Christians almost totally dominated 
’’nationalistic activity in both the political and economic 
spheres".

3y accident or design, the Action Group which emerged 
to be in control in the west was predominantly Christian as

50"very few Muslims can be numbered among its early leaders".
The result of this was that most of the key posts in the
government and parastatals, up to 90 per cent at times,
went to the Christians, it was also alleged that the
Government hardly put the interest of Muslims into consider-

51 iation when formulating policies. .

The apparent Christian domination could not but stir
the Muslims’ indignation and resentment. They felt cheated 

since
especially £they believed that they were in the majority in
the Region. According to the 1952 census, about 41.4% of
the population of the Yoruba Provinces was Muslim, 41.2%

• 52 arrived
Christian and 17.4% Animist. w All these figures were/at
despite the alleged abuses, intrigues and biases of those
responsible for the programme most of whom were Christians.
Thus:

Many Muslims appear to regard the 
Action Group as an agent of 
Christian domination. Among the 
arguable grievances which have 
been expressed are the alleged 
neglect of Muslim schools by
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the western Regional Government in 
its allocation of funds for educational 
support, the exclusion of Arabic langu­
age training from the curriculum of 
most elementary schools, the relatively 
small number of government scholarships 
awarded to Muslim students, the conver­
sion of Muslim children to Christianity 
as a result of their education in 
Christain schools, the inadequate rep­
resentation of Muslims in the Western 
Region Executive Council and in the 
Western House of Chiefs, and the belli­
gerent statements of Christian leaders, 
all of which add up to the general ^  
grievance of religious discrimination

The Muslims rose to the challenge posed by the apparent
Christian domination and the general anti-lslamic political
atmosphere. Various attempts were made to enable the
Muslims to present a united force to champion their cause.

In 1947, Mr. R.B. Ottun, a journalist 
with the 'West African Pilot and Secre­
tary to the chief imam of Lagos, inaugu­
rated a Society for promoting Muslim 
knowledge. The chief object of the 
society was to obtain scholarships for 
Nigerian students to study at Al-Azhar 
University in Cairo, Egypt. In December 
1948, Yoruba Muslims inaugurated a 
cultural organisation known as the Muslim 
Congress of Nigeria, which maintained a 
fraternal relationship with the Moslem 
Union (jamiyyar Islamiyya) of the North, 
in 1950, a Muslim welfare Association was 
organised in Lagos, and in May 1953, Mr.
Ottun founded the United Muslim party as 
a political wing of the Society for 
Promoting Muslim Knowledge. Later, a 
Muslim Central Council was set up in 
Lagos as a cultural auxiliary of the 
United Muslim party54.
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Ibadan was also a beehive of socio-cultural cum
political activities aimed at freeing the Muslims from the
yoke of Christian domination under which they believed they
were, with the introduction of Ansar-Ud-Deen Society at
Ibadan in 1937 and the building of schools as one of its
main objectives, other Muslim organisations such as the
Nawairu-Ud-Deen Society, Ahmadiyyah Movement, Jama'at
Islamiyya and Zumratul-Islamiyya followed suit to impart
Arabic and Islamic education to the Muslim children along
with other subjects.^ In his contribution, Shaykh Alikinla
spearheaded the organisation ana launching of Hizbul-Lah
al-Ghalib on Saturday, May 17, 1952 at the palace of the
then Glubadan of Ibadan Cba Memudu Ali-Iwo. It was an
indelible landmark in the annals of struggles in the cause
of Islam in the Western Region. With "over 7,000 Muslims"
in attendance, the colourful ceremony was presided over by

56the Glubadan himself.

The objectives of the society were:

1. To unify all the Muslim youths in the then Western 
Region as a means of introducing new life to Islc^m, 
realising that Islam was exclusively practised and 
propagated by elders who belonged to the old school 
of thought.

ii. To propagate Islam through the teaching of the
religion in primary and Secondary Schools realising

2P.
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that Muslim education was terribly lacking as a 
result of the discriminatory system of administra­
tion prevailing in the Southern parts of Nigeria.

iii. To reform the system whereby Imams and rtlfas 
operate the teachings and system of Islamic 
religion. In effect this idea of reform is 
designed to provide cleaner and more systematic 
way of life living for the Muslim missionaries.

All the efforts of Hizbul-Lah Al-Ghalib and other*

Muslim organisations were not in vain, when the western 
Region began its free Universal primary Education in 1955, 
many uuranic schools were converted into 'Western-oriented 
Primary Schools where Islamic Religious Knowledge was taught 
along with secular subjects. This gave birth to Ratioi 
Moslem Primary Schools at various places in Ibadan and its 
environs. Hizbul-Lah nl-Ghalib also founded many schools 
as well as some other Muslim organizations. Many .Muslim 
students were awarded scholarships to read Islamic studies 
overseas. But all these were not commensurate with the 
preponderant number of Muslims in the Region and they 
complained bitterly about their grossly inadequate 
representation in the government.

In July 1957, the Muslim grievances reached a climax 
culminating in the inauguration of a political party named 
the National Muslim League (Egbe Muslumi parapo) by the
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representatives of many Muslim organizations prominent among
which were the Muslim welfare Association, the united Muslim
Party (of Lagos), its affiliate, the Muslim central council,
the international Muslim League, Hizbul-Lah Al-Ghalib and
the Abeokuta Muslim League. At its inaugural conference-
held at Ijebu-Ode in August 1557, Alhaji a .R.a . Smith, a
Yoruba businessman and President General of the Muslim
Congress of Nigeria since 1950 was elected President -
General. About £.700 was contributed by the supporters at

58the venue. It was a huge success.

As it should be expected, the Action Group was quick 
to read the writing on the wall. It realized that the
League, if not nippedin the bud, would constitute a great 
threat to it at the next election. The party therefore 
went out with all the resources at its disposal to attack 
the League.

On October 6, 1957, a meeting of the 
Muslim League at Ode-Omu in Osun 
Division was marred by disturbances 
caused by the intrusion of an Action 
Group irregular strong-arm squad. A 
regional minister and the federal 
treasurer of the Action Group, both 
Muslims, who attended the meeting in 
order to explain their party's 
objection to the formation of a 
Muslim political party, were credited 
by the Willick Commission with having 
used their influence to mitigate 
violence, although police were required 
to restore order
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The Action Group was so shaken that Chief Obafemi
Awolowo on October 12, 1957, declared that

a political party based on religion 
was incompatible with the peace and 
tranquility of the region and could 
not be tolerated. He announced that 
his government would seriously consi­
der the enactment of a law which 
would make it an offence for any one gQ 
to exploit religion for political ends.

in his response to the attack, hr. M.R.B. cttun,
president of the United Hislim party, explained that the
party was above "tribal and clannish interests" ana that
it was to seek inspiration in the "rich traditions bequeathed

61us by the Holy Prophet".

Realising the futility of threats and blackmail’to 
suppress the Muslim vanguards, the Action Group deemed it 
politically expedient to sponsor some prominent Muslims 
within the party to inaugurate a united Muslim Council.
This was aimed at dividing the Muslims against one another 
and thereby weaken their solidarity. Reacting swiftly to 
the new development, the National Muslim League changed its 
name to the National Emancipation League (Egbe 3'Eru D'omo)- 
(to make a slave free-born). "The technical religious 
restriction" was also droppeu to allow no-Muslims to 
become members. It also entered into an alliance with
the Northern Peoples' Congress 62
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The National Emancipation League contested against 
the Action Group in the local government elections of 
April to June 1958, but it officially polled less than one 
per cent of the total vote. So also it failed to win a 
single seat in the 1959 federal election. Although the 
Action Group was able to thwart all the efforts of the 
National Emancipation League to win elections, it was not 
only tales of failures for the League. It succeeded in 
consolidating the Muslims'hostilityto the Action Group 
which might

have been a factor in the defeat 
of: the Action Group candidates
in 16 federal constituencies in 
the Yoruba area-one third of the 
total number of Yoruba constituenc­
ies in the western Region.

With political activities assuming these alarming 
proportions, Shaykh Alikinla joined hands with the vanguards 
of the Muslims' cause. His impact was felt most in the 
enlightenment of the generality of Muslims on their consti­
tutional rights as citizens of this country. His association 
with western-educated Muslims in the service of the Native 
Authority and western Region Government differentiated him 
from some other scholars who either condemned western 
Education totally as the Christian weapon for conversion 
or saw it as a potential threat to their source of livelihood.
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As a way out of the predicament, the Shaykh encouraged
acquisition of Western education but with Bible Knowledge
replaced with Islamic Religious Knowledge. As the Government
could not be convinced of the importance of the step, it
became the responsibility of Muslims to establish schools
by themselves. Thus Hizbul - Lah Al-Ghalib under the 

of
leadership/Shaykh Alikinla estaolished many primary Schools 
in Ibadan and its environs. Teachers were specifically 
appointed to teach Islamic Religious Knowledge with the 
Society paying their salaries. It is true that the great 
man is no more, but the fruits of his selfless services
still endure
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PLATE II
S h a y k h  A l i k i n l a  in an English dress a | . s o  with c a p
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. N O T E S  A N D  R E F E R E N C E S

1 .  A l h a j  S h a y k h  S a n u s i  A l a b i  I b r a h i m ,  t h e  h e a d ,  o f  

t h e  S h a y k h ' s  s t u d e n t s ,  n o w  t h e  M u f a s s i r  o f  O d e - O m u  

a n d  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  a n  A r a b i c  S c h o o l  i n  t h e  t o w n  

i n  a  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S h a y k h  w r i t t e n  b e t w e e n  

1 9 5 3  a n d  1 9 5 4 -  C . E .  h e n c e f o r t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  A l a b i ' s  

a c c o u n t ,  f i . x . e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  S h a y k h  f o r  b e t w e e n  

1 9 1 3  a n d  1 9 1 4  C . E .  . b u t  h a v i n g  r e c a l l e d  t h e  a g e  o f  

t h e  S h a y k h  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  

i m p o r t a u t  e v e n t s  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  A l h a j  A l a b i  c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  t h e  S h a y k h ' s  b i r t h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t e n  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r ,  h e n c e  1 9 0 3 .  T h i s  v i e w  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n

m y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  h i m  o n  T h u r s d a y  8 / 5 / 1 9 8 5  i n  h i s  

r e s i d e n c e  a t  O d e - O m u .  U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d ,  I  

r e l y  o n  t h i s  i n f o r m a n t  f o r  t h e  l i f e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

S h a y k h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  

i n t e r e s t ,  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  e r u d i t i o n  

s h o w n  b y  h i m .

2 .  O b a  A d e l a b u  I ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  l a s t  d e c e a s e d  

O n i l a ^ o ,  O b a  J o h n  A d e l a b u .UNIV
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students

3.. Al-Adabi is the title borne by the students or students'/ 
ef Taj al-Adab "whose real name, was Muhammad al-jami**". Tai 
al-Mu'roinin meaning "Head of t-he Faithful ones,'* 
according to Ajetunmobi, is a title bestowed specifically 
on Shaykh Zakariya' by Taj al-Adab. See AjetunmeM,
M. Muhammad Karnalud-Def-n And His Educational Reforms, 
an unpublished B.A. Long Essay, Department of Arabic 
and Islamic Studies, University of Ibadan (1979) pp.
10 - 12, and Nasiru, w.C. A., Islamic Learning Among 
the Yoruba 1896 - 1963, an unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, 
Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies, university 
of Ibadan (1977) p 150.

4. Alabis Account.
5. ibid
6. Ibid
7. Ibid
8. Ibid
9. This is the view of Shaykh Sanusi Alabi. But Shaykn

Abd al-Ra'uf Busari, Imam Oke Gege, SW4/245, lie Imam 
IbadanOke Gegey in an interview with me on Thursday, 15/1/1987 

maintained that the shaykh first settled at Ile-Dawonru 
before H e  Onilabu which is the same as the one
mentioned
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10. ' Being part of information received from Alhaj
r .O. Aliyu, a retired Chief Infprmation Officer, 
Ministry of Information, Oyo Stâ te, aged 61, 
during an interview on Monday, 13/1/1986 at his 
isale-Ijebu residence Ibadan.

11. in this connection, Alabi's Account reads:
m m m m m m ^

J . ^ 1 1 J — I j r  j  4—CwJ I  * J — fc

• 4 -J U ^  U-3-H U—x  (_y~ 1 "ill

i3>—k L . e O  j  c>-b  ̂ i3-*̂ J

22

ijQ 1 J— culi ^ * 2  •  C a P  >/3— I I
tar

^  t  >■ J L b  t  ■ o

Translation
in this year, my Shaykh was thrown 
by the Gminipotent into the camp of 
divine test and training. As such, 
he got immersed in the sea of 
(divine) gnosis with the waves of 
evidence. He also got to the depth 
of meditation and he encountered and 
suffered for that sake what is beyond 
the scope of description to express.
He was thus assisted and became 
victorious. He bathed, got liberated, 
purified and (endowed with) acumen.
All this happened purely by the grace 
of Allah without any human contribution.
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In other words, the Snaykh is believed to have 
experienced a kind of spiritual transformation 
which brought about a dramatic change in his life 
intellectually, spiritually, morally and 
religiously. Before achieving this, he is said to 
have suffered a great deal.

12. Karamat means "... the miraculous gifts and graces 
with which Allah surrounds, protects and aids His 
Saints (auliya'). However these should be distingui­
shed from MuEgizat which may be translated as 
"evidentiary miracles" /hich Allah endows on Prophets. 
See Gibb, H.A.3. and Kramers, J.H. (eds.) Shorter 
Encyclopaedia of Islaifi (Leiden, E.J. 3rill, 1974)
pp. 216 - 219.

13. Being part of information received from Alhaj Alabi 
on 18/11/1985 at Ode-Omu and confirmed later by 
Alhaj Abdul-Majeed Adeyemi, aged 49, on 16/12/1936 
at his Odo-Okun residence, Modakeke.

m
14. The MS reads y “  J i  which has no meaning.

15. The MS reads <̂a- which negatively affects the 
grammatical function of the following word as an 
adjective.
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16. The MS reads l>-- which is obviously an
error because of two lams beginning the word.

-rtO17. Ordinarily, there should be -no- shaddah on the sad.
But the expediency of poetry in'Arabic requires 
and accommodates this "licence". See Wright, W.A. 
Grammar of the Arabic Language, (Cambridge, University 
Press, 1977) vol. II pp 377.

18. For the meaning of the particle j r  in this context, 
see Ibid p. 155.

19. One of the short compositions of the Shaykh still in 
manuscript kindly released to me by Alhaj Alabi to 
photocopy.

20. Meaning that those who really know about Islam feel 
slighted by the activities of those feigning 
knowledge ana bragging all about.

21. This is one of the names of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(S.A.W).

22. The MS reads «>.. j This is obviously a mistake , 
as the contex t'shows.

23. The Holy Quran, 2: 186.

24. The Holy Quran, 34: 47.

25. The Holy Qur'an, 57: 4
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2 6 .

27.

28.

29.

30.

The MS reads 

The MS reads

, instead of
'% 1
. instead of

Jabbar as an attribute of Allah has been misconceived
by many authors. Robert Stacie in his Ninety-Nine

• • > *Names of God Published by Daystar Press, Ibadan (1970) 
defines it as "The One vihct compels His creatures to do 
His wills", some even went to the extent of translat­
ing it as "Tyrant" as in t#e Encyclopaedia of Islam.
But Muhammad ^Ali in The Religion of Islam published 
by The Ahmadiyyah Anjuman Isha'at Islam, Pakistan, 
(1973) pp 136 ff concludes.

...All authorities, are agreed that 
a1-jabbar, spoken of God, means 
either "6ne who sets aright by 
supreme power or the Supreme One 
Who is above His creation".

Ibid, p. 172 draws a line of distinction between 
the Christian and Islamic concepts of revelation or 
the speech of Allah.

Taknmis is to supplement a line of poetry in Arabic 
with three hemistichs making the whole a quintiple. 
This is usually practised in the initial stages of 
literary activities in an attempt to master the art. 
See al-Hashim, Ahinad; Kizan al-Dhahab, Mu'assasat 
li al-Taba^ah (n.d.) p. 142.
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31. Tashtlr is the addition of a hemistich to either' r nrr~

the first or second hemistich of a line of poetry 
composed by another poet. Ibi'd.

32. See Note 11 above.

33. An idiomatic expression borrowed from the Holy 
Qurln 68: 42.

34. The MS reads which obviously pollutes the
metre.

35. The nun of the particle is dropped as a poetic
licence. See Wright, w. op cit p. 379.

36. This is extracted from the loose sheets containing 
the Shaykh's compositions in his handwriting kindly 
released to me by Alhaj Sanusi Alaoi mentioned above 
in Note 1.

37. Tribune (Ibadanj May 19, 1952 pp. 1 and 4.

38. Being part of information received in an interview 
with,Alhaj Adeyemi, hodakeke, on 16/12/1985.

39. This information was given by Alhaj Adeyemi and 
Alhaj Aliyu, all mentioned above, in interviews 
I had with them on 13/1/1987 and 16/12/1985 
respectively.
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Fafunwa, A.3. History of Education in Nigeria 
(London, George Allen & Unwin, 1974) p. 166.

Ibid, pp. 76 ff.

Gbadamosi, T.G.O. The Growth of Islam Among the 
Yoruba 1841 - 1908 (London, Longman, 1978) p. 127.

Ibid, pp. 127

Ibid, p. 133

Ibid, p. 134

Fafunwa, A.3. op. cit. p. 84.

Gbadamosi T.G.O. op. cit. p. 138.

See Nasiru, W.O.*. Islamic Learninq Amonq Yoruca 
1896-1963, An unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Department 
of Arabic and Islamic Studies, university of Ibadan, 
1977 pp. 141 & 142, and Noibi, D.O.S. Yoruba Muslim 
Youth and Christian Sponsored Education, (Ijebu-Gde, 
Nigeria, Shebiotimo publications, 1987) pp. 19 ff .

Sklar, R.K. Nigerian political Parties-Power in An
New York,Lrnergent African Nation/ /N.O.K. Publishers Inter­

national, 1963) p. 248.

Ibid pp. 248ff.

Ibid. p. 247

Ibid. pp. 248ff

44.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



45

53. Fafunwa, A.B. op. cit. pp. 90 & 91.

54. Ibid. pp. 248ff

55. Ibid. p. 247

56. Fafunwa, A.B. op. cit. p. 69

57. Tribune (Ibadan), °£.v.cit.

58. Beiny part of the oral information received from
Alhaj R.O. Aliyu, Ibadan, on Monday, 13/1/1986.
All attempts to have access to the written documents 
of the society have not been successful.

59. Sklar, R.K. op. cit. pp. 249ff

60. Ibid. p. 250

61. Ibid.

62. Daily Times (Layos) November 11, 1957

63. Sklar, R.K. op. cit. pp. 250 & 251.

64. Ibid. p. 251.
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C H A P T E R  I I

T H E  I S L A M I C  C O N C E P T  O F  A N  I D E A L  S T A T E

2 . 1 .  I s l a m  a s  a  w a y  o f  l i f e

O n e  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  I s l a m  i s  i t s  t a k i n g

a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  h u m a n  e n d e a v o u r  a s  a n  e n t i t y .  T h u s  i t

r e q u i r e s  i t s  a d h e r e n t s  t o  s u r r e n d e r  a l l  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  t o

t h e  w i l l  o f  A l l a h .  T h e  d i v i n e  i n j u n c t i o n  s a y s :

0  B e l i e v e r s ,  e n t e r  c o m p l e t e l y  i n t o  
I s l a m  a n d  d o  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  
o f  S a t a n  f o r  h e  i s  y o u r  a v o w e d  e n e m y .
I f  y o u  l a p s e  b a c k  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
c l e a r  t e a c h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  c o m e  t o  y o u  ,  
k n o w  i t  w e l l  that A l l a h  i s  A l l - p o w e r f u l  
A I 1 - w i s e . 2

T h e  v e r s e s  a b o v e  c l e a r l y  s h o w  t h a t  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  n l l a h ,

a s  r e q u i r e d  i n  I s l a m ,  s h o u l d  b e  t o t a l .  A n y  a t t e m p t  t o  v i e w

s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  t o  b e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  I s l a m  i s

r e t r o g r e s s i o n  i n t o  d i s b e l i e f .  I n  h i s  c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s

q u o t a t i o n ,  A b u l  A ' l a  M a u d u d i  o b s e r v e s :

T h a t  i s  " C o m e  i n t o  t h e  f o l d  o f  I s l a m  
c o m p l e t e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  r e s e r v a t i o n . "
Y o u r  t h o u g h t s ,  y o u r  t h e o r i e s ,  y o u r  
c u l t u r e ,  y o u r  s c i e n c e s ,  y o u r  m a n n e r s ,

• y o u r  d e a l i n g s ,  y o u r  e f f o r t s  e t c ,  
s h o u l d  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e ,  b e  
s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  I s l a m .  Y o u  s h o u l d  
n o t  d i v i d e  y o u r  l i f e  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  
c o m p a r t m e n t s  s o  a s  t o  f o l l o w  I s l a m  
i n  o n e  a n d  d i s c a r d  i t  i n  t h e  o t h e r . 3
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F r o m  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  i t  i s  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  I s l a m  i s

a  c o m p l e t e  w a y  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  t h a t  e v e r y  M u s l i m>
l i v e s  h i s  l i f e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  I s l a m .

? . 2 .  I s l a m  a n d  3 e c u l a r l s m

I t  h a s  b e c o m e  f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  r e c e n t  t i m e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  

t o  m a k e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s e p a r a t e d  

f r o m  p o l i t i c s .  M a n y  f a c t o r s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s .

O n e  i s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n ,  i f  a d d e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a g e n t s  o f  d i v i s i o n  

l i k e  t r i b a l i s m  a n d  n e p o t i s m  i n  o u r  b o d y  p o l i t y ,  m a y  a g g r a v a t e  

t h e  a l r e a d y  t e n s e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  v o t a r i e s  o f  t h i s  v i e w  d o  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e

i s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  i n c l i n a t i o n s  a r e  r e a l i t i e s

v i s i b l e  t o  e v e r y  D i c k  a n d  H a r r y .  W h e t h e r  a c c e p t e d  o r

o t h e r w i s e ,  M u s l i m s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s

M u s l i m s  a n d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g g o e s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s .  I n s t e a d  o f

i g n o r i n g  t h i s  n a k e d  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e

p r o b l e m  s h o u l d  b e  g i v i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o n  a n d

e n s u r i n g  f a i r n e s s  a n d  j u s t i c e  b a s e d  o n  a c c e p t a b l e  p r i n c i p l e s  

■ k
w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  i t . ^  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  j u s t  

a s  " s t a t e  o f  o r i g i n "  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  F e d e r a l  a n o o i n t m e n t s ,  

r e l i g i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  p u t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i . r  s u c h  a  

w a y  t h a t  o n e  g r o u p  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  c h e a t e d  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  

o f  t h e  o t h e r .

47
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4fi.
A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  u n h e a l t h y  r i v a l r y  t h a t  n o w

s e e m s  t o  r o a r  i t s  h e a d  b e t w e e n  M u s l i m s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  i n

t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  f o r m e r  a d v o c a t e  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  c a n n o t  b e

s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  r e l i g i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  d o e s  n o t

r e c o g n i s e  t h e  d i c h o t o m y  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  T h e y  a r g u e  f u r t h e r

t h a t  N i g e r i a  i s  n o t  a  s e c u l a r  s t a t e  b u t  a  M u l t i - R e l i g i o u s

c
S t a t e . - '  T h i s  i s  p r o v e d  b y  c i t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i o n s  o f  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  h a v e  r e l i g i o u s  u n d e r t o n e  s u c h  a s  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P i l g r i m s '  W e l f a r e  B o a r d s  f o r  M u s l i m s  a n d  

C h r i s t i a n s ,  h a v i n g  p u b l i c  h o l i d a y s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  M u s l i m  a n d  

C h r i s t i a n  f e s t i v a l s ,  g o i n g  t o  C h u r c h  o r  M o s q u e  o n  s p e c i a l  

o c c a s i o n s  l i k e  A r m y  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  

e t c .  _ -

C h r i s t i a n s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  c o u n t e r  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  f c y  

d e c l a r i n g  N i g e r i a  a s  a  s e c u l a r  s t a t e .  T h e i r  o r o o ^  i s  t h a t  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  N i g e r i a  s h a l l  h a v e  n o  

s t a t e  r e l i g i o n .  T h u s  t h e y  c a l l  f o r  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  w i t h d r a w a l  

f r o m  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s .  T h e y  v e h e m e n t l y  k i c k  a g a i n s t  

u s i n g  p u b l i c  m o n e y  t o  f i n a n c e  S h a r i a  C o u r t s .  O n e  q u e s t i o n  

t h a t  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  g i v e n  d u e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s :  D o e s  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  N i g e r i a  h a s  n o  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  

m e a n  t h a t  i t  i s  a  S e c u l a r  S t a t e ? ^
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I t  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  m e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h a t  

t h e  c a l ' 1 r o r  s e p a r a t i n g  r e l i g i o n  f r o m  p o l i t i c s  i s  - n o t  

p e c u l i a r  t o  N i g e r i a .  R a t h e r  i t  i s  a  w o r l d - w i d e  p h e n o m e n o n  

g i v e n  m o r e  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  

w h e r e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a s  h e l d  s w a y  t h a n  i n  M u s l i m  c o u n t r i e s .  

D o e s  t h i s  f a c t ,  i n  a n y  w a y ,  s u g g e s t  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  S e c u l a r i s m ?  A n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  m a d e  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  t o  g i v e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .

W i t h  t h e  a s c e n s i o n  o f  E m p e r o r  C o n s t a n t i n e  t o  t h e

t h r o n e  o f  t h e  C a e s a r  i n  C . E .  3 0 5 ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b e c a m e  + ^ e

o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e .  A s  a  w a y  o f  s h o w i n g

a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e n o r m o u s  s a c r i f i c e s  m a d e  b y  h i s

C h r i s t i a n  s u p p o r t e r s ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  " d u e l y  r e g a r d e d  t h e m  w i t h

7
a  g e n e r o u s  s h a r e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e " .

W i t h  t h e  l a n d s l i d e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e  a n d  i t s  

s u p p o r t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  

a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  f a i t h .  W h i l e  m a n y  w e r e  s i n c e r e  c o n v e r t s ,  

m a j o r i t y  w e r e  h y p o c r i t e s  v / h o  w e r e  l u r e d  b y  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  

m a t e r i a l  g a i n s .  I t  w a s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  i n t r o d u c e d  a l i e n  

d o c t r i n e s  i n t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  t h e r e b y  p o l l u t e d  i t s  p u r i t y .  

D r a p e r  o b s e r v e s :

P l a c e ,  p o w e r ,  p r o f i t - t h e s e  w e r e  i n  v i e w  
o f  w h o e v e r  n o w  j o i n e d  t h e  c o n q u e r i n g  s e c t .  
C r o w d s  o f  w o r d l y  p e r s o n s ,  w h o  c a r e d  n o t h i n g  
a b o u t  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s ,  b e c a m e  i t s  w a r m e s t  
s u p p o r t e r s .  P a g a n s  a t  h e a r t ,  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e
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w a s  s o o n  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  
p a g a n i s a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
t h a t  f o r t h w i t h  e n s u e d .  T h e  
E m p e r o r ,  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y ,  
d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  c h e c k  t h e i r  
p r o c e e d i n g s .  B u t  h e  d i d  n o t  
p e r s o n a l l y  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  
c e r e m o n i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h  u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  o f  h i s  
e v i l  l i f e ,  A . D .  3 3 7 .  T h o u g h  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p a r t y  h a d  p r o v e d  
i t s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  t o  
g i v e  a  m a s t e r  t o  t h e  E m p i r e ,  
i t  w a s  n e v e r  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  
t o  d e s t r o y  i t s  a n t a g o n i s t ,
P a g a n i s m .  T h e  i s s u e  o f  s t r u g g l e  
b e t w e e n  t h e m  w a s  a n  a m a l g a m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  b o t h .  I n  
t h i s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  
M o h a m m e d a n i s m  ( s i c )  w h i c h  
a b s o l u t e l y  a n n i h i l a t e d  i t s  
a n t a g o n i s t  a n d  s p r e a d  i t s  o w n  R  
d o c t r i n e s  w i t h o u t  a d u l t e r a t i o n . ®

A s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a d  l o s t  i t s  p u r i t y  a n d  w a s  n o w  

t h e  s h a d o w  o f  i t s e l f ,  m o n a s t i c i s m  w a s  e v o l v e d  t o  c o u n t e r  

t h e  e v i l  t r e n d .  P e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o n  d e c i d e d  t o  a v o i d  p r o m i s c u i t y  a n d  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s  

w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .  A s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  

t h e y  c h o s e  t o  p u n i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  a v o i d i n g  s o m e  b a s i c  

n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  c e n t u r i e s ,  

" m a c e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y "  w a s  i n  v o g u e  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

p r o o f  o f  p i e t y  a n d  m o r a l  e x c e l l e n c e .  T h u s  w e  h a d  S t .  

M a c a r i u s  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  s l e e p i n g  f o r  g o o d  s i x  m o n t h s  i n  

a  m a r s h  e x p o s i n g  h i m e s l f  t o  " t h e  s t i n g s  o f  v e n o m o u s  f l i e s " .
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H i s  d i s c i p l e  w a s  a l s o  i n  a  d r i e d - u p  w e l l  f o r  t h r e e

y e a r s .  A n o t h e r  s a i n t ,  J o h n ,  w a s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  r e m a i n e d

s t a n d i n g  i n  p r a y e r  f o r  t h r e e  y e a f s  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  w e a r y

b o d y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  b y  l e a n i n g  o n  a  r o c k .  I t  w a s  t h e n

t h e  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  t o  s e e  h e r m i t s  c r a w l i n g  i n  s t a r k

n a k e d n e s s ,  l i v i n g  i n  d e s e r t e d  d e n s  o f  w i l d  a n i m a l s ,

d r i e d - u p  w e l l s  a n d  a m o n g  t o m b s .  C l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e

b o d y  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  d e f i l e m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l .

O t h e r w o r l d l i n e s s  w a s  t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s
9

m e n .

A s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  i t  w a s  n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e

t h e  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e  b e g a n  t o  f e e l  t h e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s

o f  m o n a s t i c i s m .  T h a t  s e n s e  o f  b e l o n g i n g  t h a t  s u s t a i n e d

f a m i l y  t i e s  w a s  l o s t .  H e a d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  s t o p p e d  t a k i n g

c a r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  e x p o s e d  t o

h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t .  A g e d  p a r e n t s  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  i n

s u f f e r i n g  w i t h o u t  a n y  j u s t i f i a b l e  r e a s o n  e x c e p t  i n  t h e

n a m e  o f  r e l i g i o n .  M a r r i a g e  w a s  l o o k e d  d o w n  u p o n .

E v e n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x

i n c l u d i n g  o n e ' s  m o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r s  w a s  t a k e n  a s  a  s i n .

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  h a d  l o s t  m o s t  o f  i t s  t r a i t s
10

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  i t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a l s .
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In its characteristic manner, the Qur'an affirms
that followers of Jesus were enjoined to cultivate the
virtues of "compassion and mercy". The utter show of
wickedness and self-degradation as exhibited in
monasticism was never prescribed for them by Allah,
Those who perpetrated the havoc in the name of religion
were condemned as "rebellious transgressors (fasiqun)"^
Yusuf 'Ali in his comment says:

God certainly requires that men 
should renounce the idle pleasures 
of this world and turn to the path 
which leads to God's Good pleasure.
But that does not mean gloomy lives,
("they that mourn"), nor perpetual 
and formal prayers in isolation,God's service is done through pure ,p 
lives in the turmoil of this world.,,

Encouraging pious men to partake of the worldly
pleasures as much as possible without doing any harm
to their spiritual development, the Qur'an says that
they should avail themselves of the general provisions
for enjoyment in this earthly life. Furthermore, they
are to enjoy better in the hereafter. It is therefore
wrong to say that good things of this world are

13"forbidden" to men of God, Extremity in self-denial 
and otherworldliness is not necessarily a virtue. It, 
in fact, sometimes turns out to be a vice. This is in 
the light of the unnecessary hardships and deprivations

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



it imposes on individuals and the society because it 
does not accord with human nature. Any attempt made 
to alter nature is bound to fail.. As a way out, Islam 
recommends maintaining a fair balance between the 
mundane and the spiritual in such a way that one aspect 
is not favoured at the expense of the other.

As a result of the excessive hardships suffered 
by the people under the Christendom coupled with large- 
scale corruption of the clergy, there ensued a 
bitter struggle between Church and State, Religion and 
Politics* There were accusations of moral depravity, 
wanton dissipation of public funds, power-drunkenness, 
utter disregard for the populace, insensitivity to 
public complaints, incompetence and self-aggrandizement.

It has been argued that the low population of
England and Europe as a whole in the next one thousand
years was due not only to "the practice of celibacy"
but more importantly, to wide-spread hunger, poverty,
wretchedness, unhygienic conditions of living, lack of
health-care services, and shrine-cures encouraged by
the clergy. All these paved the way for epidemics that

14-
persistently ravaged the continent.
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The lest straw that broke the camel's back with
respect i.o the loss of authority by Church was the "pious" 
corruption of scriptures by incorporating in them *all the 
prevailing notions of geography and physics". This might 
have been done to improve on the merit of scriptures. As 
time went, most of the scriptural theories and notions - 
were faulted. The result of this was a violent conflict 
between Christianity and Science. Having suffered in its 
purity tnrougn dogmatic corruption, the former1 was overcome 
and "the prestige of the ecciisiastics was underm'ned for 
ever". All over Europe, Christianity lost its glory "never 
to rise again in public estimation". Unfortunately, Europe

15turned atheist.

By this time, Islam had been introduced to Europe 
through Spain. For the first time the Europeans had the 
opportunity of feeling the flourish of science as propagated 
by Muslims. Robert Briffault declares:

For although there is no single aspect of European growth in which the decisive 
influence of Islamic civilization is not 
traceable, nowhere is it so clear and 
momentous as in the genesis of that 
power which constitutes the permanent 
distinctive force of the modern world 
and the supreme source of its victory-^ 
natural science and scientific spirit.

i
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.‘Within a short time, many scientists appeared in 
Europe. Most of their scientific discoveries were diametrically 
opposed to the scriptural teachings. Some of them were bold 
enough to make their findings public. As one may expect* 
another^ wave of conflict between religion and science was 
ushered/, People began to doubt the authenticity of Biblical 
teachings. This attitude was a threat to the authority and 
integrity of the clergy. If the scriptures which were their 
sources of authority were so unreliable because of apparent 
contradictions and superstitious dogmas which they contained, 
what right did the clergy have to the confidence and obedience 
of the pupulace? To stem the wave of "the heresy" the Papal 
authority established the Inquisition to bring "heretics" 
to book anyv/here they might be. Thus thousands innocent 
lives were wantonly destroyed. Between ilpBn m d  three
hundred and forty thousand persons were punishedabout thirty- 
two thousand of whom were burnt alive. One of them was Bruno 
whose only crime was that he taught "the plurality of the 
worlds".^

The brutality meted out to the scientists created feelings 
of sympathy and compassion for them in the hearts of noble men. 
Soon, people rose in revolt against the Church and its 
officials. They were branded as enemies of progress and 
development. Now that the people were no more under the 
control of Christianity, they developed a kind of apathy
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and prejudice against anything spiritual. Initially, the
i

conflict was between Christianity and Science. Since no 
other religion, particularly Islam, had not been introduced 
to them in its true perspectives, they over-generalised 
their disappointment from Christianity. At long last, the 
conflict culminated in a tussle between "Religion and 
Progress”. The general belief then was that Science and 
Religion were incompatible. To benefit from the scientific 
discoveries, religion should be suppressed and relegated to 
the background. That situation gave rise to the maxim : 
"Religion is the opium of the people".

Although the intellectuals of ^he time, to some extent, 
had justifications for arriving at that conclusion, they 
were guilty of over-reaction and over-generalisation. In 
the first instance, it was the clergy who polluted the 
Scriptures to incorporate theories that could not stand 
the test of time. They intended to strengthen their 
authority but paradoxically succeeded in destroying it. 
Although they could have meant well, their action could not 
be justified on the basis of scriptures which they stood to 
protect. It is this misdemeanour of theirs that was 
extended to their religion. As God is the source of both 
religion and science, He cannot set them to contradict one 
another. Should there be any contradiction, it must be
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blamed on the over-ambitious votaries of such God-revealed 
religion.

Another error of judgement committed by the vanguards 
of Science versus progress was that of seeing all other 
religions through the eyes of Christianity. The fact that 
one notion is held sacrosanct in Christianity does not mean 
that other religions necessarily share the same belief.
Granted that Christianity as preached that time was 
responsible "for intellectual stagnation" and "the heinous 
atrocities perpetrated by the inquisition", care must have 
been taken to study other religions objectively before 
condemning them to the same fate. Had this been done, the 
spell of Secularism and Materialism over Europe might have 
been prevented. It could have also been a unique opportunity 
for Muslims to sell their civilizing religion if they had 
been so enterprising.

The successful revolt against Christianity created a 
spiritual vacuum. Scholars and social thinkers began to 
explain thirigs away as manifestations of nature. The idea 
of God's existence became incredible to them because it 
could not be subjected to the practical scientific analysis. 
According to them, it was onlv matter and energy that existed. 
All other things that were "not realizable in experience, or 
would not be weighed and measured" were merely non-existent 
imaginations.
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With this mentality, people attached little or no importance
to Christianity as their religion even-though they had not
openly renounced it. "They scoffed at the ape-olf notions
of rel ■ ions morality". Once more, everybody felt free to
satisfy his sensual appetite without any regard for religious
teachings. The ultimate goal is to have as much of material
enjoyment as possible. Thinking about the hereafter is almost
completely out of point.

The average occidental be he a Democrat or afascist, a capitalist or a Bolshevik, 
a manual worker or an intellectual - knows 
only one positive "religion", and that is 
the worship of material progress, the belief 
that there is no other goal in life than to 
make life continually easier or, as the 
current expression goes "Independent of 
nature". The temples of this ’religion’ 
are the gigantic factories, cinemas, 
chemical laboratories, dancing halls, hydro-electric works, and its priests are 
bankers, engineers, film-stars, captains of Industry, finance magnates..

Prof. C.E.M. Joad, having asked twenty-three students 
about their attitude to Christianity,discovered that only 
three professed it while seven had never thourht o^ it and 
the others were "belligerently anti-Christian". He con­
cluded that "the proportion of believers to non-believers 
indicated by these replies is untypical". At the end of 
the whole exercise, his impression was that:
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So far as present indications go, the Christian Church in this country will, 
in another hundred years, be to all 
intents and purposes, dead.20

We have so far seen that the call to separate Religion 
from Science and Church from State arose out of extenuating 
circumstances which had no parallel in the history of Islam. 
There were isolated cases of corrupt caliphs or Amirs at 
one time or the other, never were they successful to use 
Islam to justify their iniquities. In fact, there were 
usually eminent scholars and theologians to nip such 
nefarious attempts in the bud. Instead, pages of history 
books are full of glorious feats performed by Muslims in 
different branches of learning. In his History of Mathematical 
Notation, Folarian Ca.iori says:

The Arabs present an extra-ordinary 
spectacle in the history of civilization.
Unknown, ignorant, and disunited tribes of the Arabian Peninsula, untrained in 
government and war are, in the course of 
ten years fused by the furnace blast of religious enthusiasm into a powerful 
nation, which in one century extends its 
dominion from India across northern Africa 
to Spain. A hundred years after this grand 
march of conquest, we see them assume the 
leadership of intellectual pursuits; the 
Muslims become the great scholars of their time. 20UNIV
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In the light of the foregoing, it is incontrovertible 
that Islam is free of all charges against Christianityi
which may be taken as justification for advecating its 
separation from state. Islam on the other hand has 
always presented itself as a complete way of life as s!'’own 
in the life of Prophet Muhammed (S.A.W) in Madinah.

2.3. Basic features of an ideal Islamic State:

As Islam is all alone in its class as a unique way of 
life, its politcal structure is quite different from that 
of any other one which history has ever known. It does not 
favour theocracy in the sense we know it because it does not 
invest absolute authority to rule and legislate in priests 
or the priestly class. In fact, the whole edifice of Islam 
has no room for priesthood. The Imam needs not be sanctified 
as every male member of the congregation is a .potential Imam. 
This stand may be traced to the notion of recognising no 
dichotomy between the spiritual and mundane in our day-to- 
day life. Everything a Muslim does falls within the scope 
of Islam.

f!
Writing on the title ^onomic and Political Teachings

— ,, i _of the Qur'an, Seyycd Abul A ia Mawdudi. summarises
the basic features of an ideal Islamic State as laid d'wn

21in the Qur'an as follows:
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1. That the Political Philosophy in Islam is based on 
the Quranic "fundamental concept of universe" 'which 
recognises Allah as the creator of1the universe as 
well as its nourisher. All soverignty in the 
universe belon s to Allah alone with its essential 
powers and attributes vest solely only in Him.

ii. That the sovereignty of Allah in the universe presupposes
that He has "the only rightful authority in human affairs". 
This is further explained with a line of distinction 
drawn between "the physical sphere of the universe" in 
which Allah's sovereignty is absolute and unconditional 
and "the Volitional Sphere" where man enjoys some 
freedom because he is not "coerced to an unwilling 
submission",

iii. That Allah alone deserves "an unadulterated'obedience" 
in such a way that preference will always be given to 
His wish should there be a conflict between it and any 
other consideration. All orders and decisions that 
run counter to the divine wish are "unlawful", "unjust 
and blasphemous".

iv. That the Prophets are the only reliable source of
"Our knowing that law of God". They are "the embodiments" 
of His legal sovereignty. To believe in them therefore 
is necessary as a proof of faith.

61
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v.' That Allah's commandments as given by the Prophets
constitute "the Supreme Law" which no one can alter.
It is binding on every Muslim.

vi. That the state relinquishes its claim of sovereignty 
to Allah. It thus becomes "Caliphate (Vicegerency) 
under the Suzerainty of the Rightful Ruler". All the 
legislative, executive and judicial powers are subject 
to the recognition of the supreme sovereignty of Allah.

vii. That caliphate should recognise that all man's powers 
in reality belong to God who has only bestov/ed them 
upon him as His Vicegerent. Any State that attempts 
to act independent of Him is "a revolt against Gou".

viii. That unlike "a kingship, an oligarchy and theocracy"
the powers of a true caliphate vest only in those
who believe and do good. This is the import of the
verse which says:

God has promised to those of • you who believe and do good
that He will most certainly make thorn His Vicegerents on the earth as He made 
Vicegererts (from among) those •ho were before them..22
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The true caliphate as envisaged here is also different 
from modern democracy which upholds "the principle' of 
popular sovereignty". In it, sovereignty belongs to 
Allah and it is only the righteous believers that have the 
right of being His vicegerents.

ix. That obedience to the state is based on the condition 
that those in authority exercise powers in accordance 
with the divine Lav/. Otherwise, they lose the rignt 
to people's obedience.

x. That all the Muslims should make it a rule to take 
counsel among themselves berore taking decisions en 
all affairs of the st^te.

xi. That those tc be entrusted with the state affairs
should be convinced believers, virtuous, bodily ana 
intellectually sound and maintain a high level of 
integrity.

xii. . That the State constitution should reflect this
Qur'anic induction:

0 ye who believel Obey Allah, and obey the Prophet and those of you 
who are in authority; and if you have 
a dispute concerning any matter, 
refer it to Allah and the Apostle if 
ye are (in truth) believers in Allah 
and the Last Day. That is better and 
more seemly in the end.
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Method of election or consultation should be decided by
i

the Muslims "in accordance with the exigencies of time 
and the requirements of society". Bye-Laws can be made to 
supplement the Qur’an and Sunnah in the areas where they 
are silent. The judiciary must enjoy freedom and indepen­
dence to deliver judgements without "fear or favour".

xiii. That the State should aim at maintaining justice
and equity in all human affairs, and ensuring that 
all the State powers and resources are harnessed 
"for the promotion of all that is good and eradication 
of all that is evil".

xiv. That the State should guarantee for every citizen whether 
Muslim or non-Muslim:
a. Security of person.
b. Security of property.
c. Protection of honour.
d. Right of privacy.
e. The right to protest against injustice.
f. The right to enjoin what is good and forbid 

what is wrong.
g. Freedom of association based on righteousness.
h. Freedom o^ faith and conscience.
i. Protection against wrongfully hurting one's

religious susceptibilities.
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j. Limiting the responsibility of every person only 
to his or her own deeds.

k. Security against false accusations.
l. The right of the destitute and the needy to be 

provided for with basic necessities of life.
m. Equal treatment of all its subjects without 

di scr i minat jon.

xv. That the Islamic State should demand from its citizens
the right to
a. submit to its authority.
b. be law-abiding without disturbing the public 

order and tranquility.
c. give untainted support to the State in its 

rightful aciivi+ieg.
d. be prepared to sacrifice their life and property 

for the defence of the State.

xvi. That the followingdirections should be considered when 
■ formulating the foreign policy of the Islamic State:
a. Sanctity of treaties and pledges.
b. Honesty and integrity in all transactions.
c. International justice.
d. Respect for the rights of neutrals in war.
e. Love of peace.

Non-parti.cipation in the efforts directed to 
self-aggrandizement and oppression in the wori.a.

f
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g. Friendly treatment of all non-hostile powers.
h. Fair deal with all those who are good and honest»

in their dealings.
i. .Retaliation in proportion to the high-handedness

of others and no more.

66

A study of the above points reveals that the most
important of the distinctive basic features oi an Islamic
State is the absolute sovereignty of Allah. All the
executive, legislative and judicial powers therefore
vest in the Supreme Being. Those in authority are merelv
delegated representatives or, more precisely, vicegerents
of Allah. This principle is significant in the sense that
it constantly reminds the ruler of his responsibility to
Allah who has entrusted the political powers to him.
This will go a long way to forestall abuse of power which
is the bane of most of the modern nations. It is this
spiritual awareness that may prove effective in inculcating
the sense of self-restraint and discipline when all law-
enforcement; devices fail. Muhamm d ’Ali comments:•

Spiritual force alone could enable a 
man to control the powers which temporal 
authority gives him and which, in the 
absence of such force, are often in 
danger of being abused. The early 
Islamic state organisation, which 
combined the offices of the spiritual 
and the temporal head of the community, 
was, therefore, the most perfect 
which the history of state craft can show.
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The head of the State considered 
himself responsible to God, in the 
first place, for the exercise of his temporal authority.^

Another feature that deserves our attention is the 
role played by Prophets as the medium through which the Law 
of Allah is revealed and also as the "embodiment" of the 
divine legal sovereignty. Prophets are human beings wno 
share the same experience with us. They have only been chosen 
by God to serve as models and guides to facilitate our 
compliance with the divine Law. The significance of this 
is that what Islam preaches is not something utopian.
Although to achieve the ultimate goal may entail some 
sacrifices and hardships, it is humanly attainable. On the 
long run, those who are steadfast and determined to reach 
the target will discover that it is worth all the efforts.
This exactly is the lesson to be inferred from the biographies 
of Prophets whose triumph over falsehood and oppression is 
always a source of happiness and joy. The advantage of 
having the Prophets enables us to steer clear of misguided 
self-apnointed political theorists whose only concern is to 
sharpen man's appetite for material and sensual gratification 
at the expense of his spiritual needs. We are now witnesses 
to the consequences of political theories propounded in recent 
times. We have achieved material success but peace and rest
of mind still remain elusive. "Verily in the remembrance

? dof Allah do hearts find restl" ^
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Although all decisions relating to State affairs
should be taken through the democratic process, absolute>
authority is not vested in "the popular majority".
Such decisions must be informed by the recognition of Allah's 
sovereignty, the principle of commanding what is good and 
forbidding what is evil, respect for fundamental human rights, 
social justice and equity. This checks the taking of
rash decisions which usually lead to regret in future.
This is the factor mainly responsible for the frequent 
amendments of the constitution.

Before any State can claim the right to be obeyed by 
its citizens, it must have satisfied the necessary conditions. 
The citizens have the right to revolt against it also if it 
deviates from its normal course. As long as the State 
conforms to its laid down regulations, the people must 
support it. This fact is corroborated by the first public 
speech of Abu Bakr after his installation as the caliph.
He says:

You have elected me as Khalifah 
’ but I claim no superiority over you..
Help me if I act rightly and correct 
me if I take a wrong course...
Obey me so long as I obey God and His Messenger. In case i disobey God and his Messenge, I have no right to 
obedience from you.-b
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In an Islamic State, all fundamental human rights are
guaranteed including feeedom of faith and conscience.
Every citizen is free to practise any religion of his choice
but the exercise of this right should not infringe on the
right of others. So also .is discrimination on the basis of
race, colour, sex or language has no place in an Islamic
State. We are all eoual before God. The only mark of
distinction recognised in this respect is piety whirh

27Allah alone can properly assess.

The principles guiding the foreign policy of the State 
are also significant. The feeling of nationalism should not 
be carried too far as to expose other nationals to unnecessary 
hardships. Dealings with other states should be fair, just 
and, based on God-consciousness* It is this kind of policy 
that can bring an end to the tendency of super powers to 
fish in troubled waters all over the world because of 
material gains. They set nations and fellow-citizens 
against one another to create markets for their destructive 
weapons, this havoc will not be perpetrated if one is 
constantly conscious of Allah as required by the Qur'an.

2.1|. Islamic political thought:

The Islamic Ummah under the leadership of the Prophet
(S.A.W) was based on certain principles nine of which have

?8been identified by Abul A'la Mawdudi ' as follows:
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i. Sovereignty belongs to God. This means that authority 
should be exercised by those entrusted with it in

taccordance with the wish of God. Those who depart
from this principle are described as "disbelievers”,

29"wrongdoers" and "the rebellious".

ii. All Muslims have equal right, there should be no
discrimination whatsoever. The Prophet (S.A.W) is 
reported to have said,

Muslims are brothers to one another.
None of them has any preference over n 
another, except on grounds of piety.-^

iii. The Shari1 ah should be held supreme to govern all tne
citizenry including the ruler. A Hadith says:

Nations before you were destroyed because they punished those among 
them of low status, according to 
lav;, and spared the high-ranking 
ones. By God, who holds my life 
in His hand, if Fatimah, daughter 
of Muhammad, had committed this theft I would have chopped off 
her hand. ̂ '

iv. • The government, its authority, and possessions are 
a trust of God and the Muslims, it is therefore the 
God-fearing men who should be entrusted with them. 
They, in turn, must not use the resources wrongly. 
The Qur'an says:
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Verily, Allah commands you to make 
over the trusts to those entitled 
to them, and that, when you judge 
between men, you judge with justice. And surely excellent is that with 
which Allah admonishes youi .
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.

v. The Head of the State should be appointed with the
mutual consultation of the Muslims and their concurrence.
He should run the administration in consultation with
the people. It is stated in a Hadith thus:

'Ali reports that be asked the Prophet of God (on him be peace), 'What shall we do 
if we are faced with a problem after you 
die about which there is no mention in the Qur'an nor have we heard anything 
concerning it from your lips? He answered,'Collect those of my people (Ummah) that 
serve God truthfully and place the matter 
before them for mutual consultation. Let 
it not be decided by an individual's opinion.33

vi. The ruler is to be obeyed ungrudgingly in whatever is 
right and just (ma cruf), but no one has the right to 
command obedience in the service of sin (ma * siy ah)
The Prophet (S.A.W) is reported to have said,

It is incumbent on a Muslim to listen 
to his Amir and obey, whether he likes 
it or not, unless he is asked to do 
wrong; when he is asked to do wrong, he should neither listen nor obey.3aUNIV
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vii. .The least qualified for responsible post are those
who covet and seek them. The Prophet (S.A.W), is
reported to have told Abu Bakr:

... the best fitted person for the 
government is he who does not covet 
it, nor he who jumps at it. He who 
knows its responsibility and tries to 
shun it deserves it most, not he who 
proudly advances to collect it for 
himself. It is for him to whom you 
could say, ’You most deserve it", 
not for him who says of himself 
"I am most deserving".35

viii. The foremost responsibility of the Head of the state
is to encourage all that is good, and to suppress all
that is evil. The Qur'an says:

Those who, if We establish them in 
the earth, will observe Prayer and 
pay the Zakat and enjoin good and 
forbid evil. And with Allah rests 
the final issue of all affairs. 36

ix. The Muslim Community have the right and also the auty 
to check the occurrence of things that are wrong and 
abhorrent to the Islamic State. One Hadith goes 
thus: Then the underserving will take their 

place v/ho will sav what they will not 
do, and will do what they are not asked to do. Therefore, he who strives 
against +hem with his hand is a believer, and he who strives against 
them with his tongue is a believer 
and he who strives against them 
with his heart is a believer and ^there is no degree of faith below this.
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The above principles served as the foundation for 
the Islamic State under the leadership of the Prophet 
(S.A.W) and the four Khuiafa Rashidun. In Practical 
terms, one can further identify some aspects of the 
Caliphs' government which portray them as shrewd followers 
of the Prophetic practices and precepts. The succeeding 
dynasties failed woefully to maintain the lofty standard 
set by the Caliphs. They introduced extraneous policies 
which were against the fundamental principles mentioned 
above. Such aspects in which the Caliphate was distinct 
from the succeeding dynasties were:

2*5 Distinctive features of orthodox Caliphate
2.5.1 Elective caliphate:
All the first four Caliphs were democratically elected.
None of them imposed himself on the community or inherited 
the post from his father. Abu Bakr was unanimously nominal 
after comparing him with others. He was found to be more 
qualified than other contestants, a fact which they 
themselves admitted before they swore allegiance to him.

In an attempt to forestall the crisis which nearly 
caused problem before his election, Abu Bakr nominated 
Umar to succeed him. Even then, he consulted with the 
people before making the decision. His decision was 
unanimously accepted because he did not have any selfish

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



interest in it. The nominee was neither his son nor 
relative.

'Umar, in his turn, did not nominate any succesor.
Instead, he set up an elective council made up of six 
eminent Muslim leaders. He specifically instructed that 
his son should not contest for the post so as to avoid making 
Caliphate hereditary. After considering so many people,
'Uthman was chosen as the most qualified person for the post.

After the assassination of 1Uthman^some people planned
to install cAlIT as the Caliph. He refused saying:

You have no authority to do so.
This is a matter for tne consul­tative Council (ahl al-shura) and
those that fought at nadr (ahl____Badr)
Whomsoever the consultative council 
and the people of Badr will choose will he Caliph. Therefore we shall gather and deliberate, 3°

2,5,2. Proper care of the treasury: The four Caliph.-
regarded the treasury as a trust from God and that they 
were responsible to Him lor it. They took care not to receiv- 
into it or’spend from it a sum which the Law did not authorise, 
Umar likened the puDlic funds to the orphan's property under 
one's care. It is unlawful for one to misappropriate the 
funds just as dispossessing tne orphan of his property is 
condemned by the Quran. When contacted by his brother,
'Aqil, for financial assistance from the public treasury,
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’Ali refused saying that that would make him enter the Hell.'

2,5.3. Ideals of Government; The Caliphs saw themselves as 
representatives of Allah holding toe powers ana authority 
as a trust. They saw themselves nualified for people's 
obedience if only they obeyed Allah. Should they deviate 
from the rignt path, they considered people's revolt against 
them as not only being legitimate Dut also an obligation.
In his maiaen speech after being formally msiaiiea as 
Caliph, Abu Bakr said, inter alia:

0 ye peoplel now I am cniei over you, although I am not the best 
among you. If I do well, support 
me, ana n  I incline to evil, direct 
me aright. Obey me wherein I obey the Lord ana nis Prophet; when I 
disobey, then obeaience to mg sh.all not be obligatory upon you.I|.0

When, later on, 'Umar appointed some people and sent 
them out as governors, he warned them not to oppress and 
victimise their subjecis. He charged them with the responsi­
bility of commanding what was right and forbidding what was 
wrong. They were specifically instructea to always maintain 
fair nlay ana enu ty in matters affecting their subjects 
welfare. Having iouna nis son, Abu Shahmah guilty of 
drunkenness,"he inflictea me legal punishment of 80 

stripes" on mm. Lo also he publicly punishea a son oi 
*Amr b.al-'As, the conqueror anu governor of Egypt. ̂
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2.5.4 Rule of Law: The Caliphs upheld the rule of Law
and they never minded whose ox was gored. They went to
the extent of subjecting themselves to the Law; never did
they claim immunity. cAli is said to have lost a coat- of -
mail and later saw a Christian with it at a market in
Kufah offering it for sale.

He did not seize it from the fellow with 
a ruler's might, but brought the case before the magistrate concerned, and as he could not produce adequate evidence to support his claim, the decision of the court went against him.^2

2.5.5. Absence of bias or preferential treatment: One of 
the most outstanding successes of the Prophet was the 
suppression of tribal sentiments. Immediately after his 
death, tribalism reared its head as it was one of the 
factors responsible for the various claims of prophethood. 
Luckily enough, the first two Caliphs were equal to the task 
because of their uprightness, sincerity and avoidance of 
preferential treatment. But the third Caliph had problems 
to maintain the standard. He was alleged to have favoured 
his relatives and crisis erupted as envisaged by his 
predecessor,cUmar. People revolted against him culminating 
in his assassination. Thus "the sleeping embers of tribal 
bias" were rekindled again into a fire that consumed the 
whole edifice of the "Right-going Caliphate."
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When 'Ali became Caliph, he left no stone unturned
ito regain the oid glory. He brought the situation once 

again under control. He did not allow any form of 
discrimination between Arabs and non-Arabs. He upheld 
to the letter the Quranic maxim that he who fears Allah 
most is + he most honouravle before Him.

2.6. Political thought of Sunni Muslims: The death of
•Ali marked the end of another phase in the history of 
Islamic political thought. The crisis that erupted towards 
the end of Hithman's reign leading to his assissination 
gave rise to differences among Muslims. The differences 
deepened during the reign of 'Ali and led to bloodshed in 
the battles of the Camel, Siffin, and Nahrawan. Gradually 
but steadily, they degenerated into political and theological 
factions threatening the unity of Muslims during the rules 
of the Umayyads and the pAbbasids. Riots between the various 
factions became the order of the day particularly in Kufah, 
the capital of tIraq. Prominent among them were the 
Shicah, the Khawarij, the Murji^ah and the Muctazilah. 
However, the majority of Muslims called Ahl al-Sunnah 
remained committed to the orthodox beliefs and practices as 
handed down bv the Prophet through his Companions.
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. It is the large group that will engage our attention 
here. Their opinions on political issues will be considered.r
It will not serve any good purpose here to delve into the 
various views of the factions as they were in reaction to 
some theological and political developments and did not 
enjoy general acceptability. Our attempt to highlight the 
views of Ahl al-Sunnah will take us to the study of works 
of Imam Abu Hanifah as he was the first person to 
methodically present the views of the majority in a 
"compact and doctrinal form". Learned men before him 
only wrote and commented on the Qur'an and Hadith as 
occasions demanded. They also made observations on 
political issues but not in a compact, comprehensive form.

2,6.1. Imam Abu Hanifah; Abu Hanifah whose original name 
was Nu'man b. Thabit was born at Kufah capital of ^Iraq 
in 80/699 in the reign of *Abd al-Malik bin Marwan, when al. 
Hajjaj b.. Yusuf ruled over ^Iraq. He spent the first 
fifty-two years in his life in the Umayyad regime and the 
last eighteen in the ^Abbasid. He was therefore opportuned 
to have witnessed the theological and political activities 
of the time most of which took place in Kufah, his home-town.
He grew to become a renowned scholar having studied philosophy, 
logic and theological divergencies of sects which enabled him 
to enter into controversies with them. He was committed to
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intellectual activities which eventually led to the 
foundation of the Hanafi school of law named after him„

i
He led a life of piety, sincerity and moral uprightness.
Abd Allah b* Mubarak commented on him thus:

I have yet to see a more pious man 
than Abu Hanifah. What will you say 
about the'man to whom they offered 
the world and its wealth and he kicked 
it away, who was flogged and remained 
steadfast, and who never accepted 
those posts apd honQurs which people 
hanker after, ^

In his book, al-Fiqh al-Akbar, he discussed views of 
the divergent sections on theological issues. He also 
gave the stand of Ahl al-sunnah wa al-Jamacah with necessary 
explanations. For his views on State and Caliphate which 
are our concern here, we have to rely on his opinions as 
cited in the traditions and books of the Hanafi school, and 
his attitude towards the Umayyad and ’Abbasid regimes of 
his time. Such views are as follows:

I, Sovereighty and Legislation: Abu Hanifah upholds the 
generally known basic view of Islam that
(1) true sovereighty belongs to Allah alone.
(2) that the prophet should be obeyed as Khalifat Allah and
(3) that the Sharicah is supreme. He gave ^reference to 

the Qur'an and Hadith over and above analogical 
reasoning (qiyas) and private judgement (ray).
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He always took care not to ignore any Hadith no matter 
its degree of authenticity,, He also held in high esteem

i
views credited to the companions on the basis that they
might have got some instructions to the effect. In his
reply to caliph Mansur who had written to confirm whether
it was true or not that he preferred analogical deductions
to traditions, he said,

0 Commander of Believers, what you 
have heard is incorrect. I go first 
by the Book of God, the* by the 
sunnah of the Prophet, the decisions 
of Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthman, and 'Ali, 
and then the decisions of other compa­
nions; but when I find disagreement!, 
among them, I resort to discretion.^

ii. Establishment of Caliphate: Abu Hanifah was of the 
opinion that a Caliph should be chosen after consultation 
and conference with "the wise who are entitled to give 
opinion (ahl al-ga'y). He condemned the practice of 
seizing power by force and trying to legitimise the regime 
by forcing the people to allegiance. This he did risking 
his life. Caliph Mansur is reported to have invited him , 

. Malik and ibn Abi Dhi'b to hear their views about his 
reign. When it was the turn of Abu Hanifah to talk, he 
said,

The man who sincerely seeks the right 
path to guide himself eschews wrath.If you consult your conscience you 
will see that you have not invited us 
for the sake of God but to make us say, 
out of dread, something that suits you 
and that should reach the people. The truth is, you have become a Caliph without
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even a couple of men from amongst the ahl al-Fatwah (those whose 
opinion is respected as authoritative) 
agreeing to it, whereas, a Caliph 
should be chosen with the conference 
and concurrence of Muslims. You 
know Abu Bakr refrained from making 
decision for six months until the 
(news ofjihe) Yemenites' allegiance 
arrived.

iii. Qualifications of a Caliph: In the early period of 
Islam, the qualifications of a Caliph wrere assumed to be 
self-evident. Therefore there was no serious effort to 
discuss them elaborately. A Caliph was supposed to be a 
free-born male Muslim who was sound :n mind and body.
This continued until the time of Kewrrdi and Tbn Khaldun 
who discussed the issue in details, h’hen it came to 
the turn of Abu Hanifah he shared these views with the 
majority of Muslims.

Reacting to the political situation of his time,
Abu Hanifah condemned the imposition of a corrupt persor.
as Caliph. But he was of the opinion that social and
religious dealings executed by Muslins according to the 
* —ghari* ah under such Caliph would v---P legal sanction.

Just judgements by the judges appointed by him would also 
be upheld. This view is different from that of the 
Khawarij and Mu'tazilites who declared that all activity .
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conducted under a corrupt Caliph were null and void.
Abu Hanifah, by holding the above view, wanted to

idifferentiate between "Caliphs de .-jure" and "Caliphs de 
facto". The ideal situation is to have the former. In 
their absence, when the latter are in power, it is 
inconceivable that the innocent citizens will not go about 
their lawful transactions. It was in the same vein that he 
subscribed to the idea of having aQtirayshite as Caliph 
because of the political exigencies of the time.

iv. The Exchequer and the public’s right of ownership:
The evil practices perpetrated by Caliphs during the 

time of Abu Hanifah and which gave ' im a lot of concern 
were 'reckless waste of public funds and oppressive disposse­
ssion of people of their properties. According to him, it 
was unlawful to misappropriate public funds. He went 
further to condemn the practice of regarding presents 
given to Caliph as personal property. His argument was 
that if the recipient had not been Caliph, he would not 
have, been presented with anything. This is however in 
accordance with the practice of^Jmar, the second Caliph.
On an occasion, his wife, Umm Kulthum, presented some 
bottles of scent to the Roman empress w o returned them 
filled with precious stones as a token of appreciation.
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‘Umar ordered that the precious stones should be delivered
to the public treasury because the messenger carrying them

],6was paid by the State.

Separation of the Judiciary from the Executive:

Abu Hanifah firmly favoured separating ihe Judiciary 
from the Executive so as to ensure independence of 
dispensation of justice without fear or favour. He was also 
of the opinion that the judge should be in a position to 
enforce his judgement on the Caliph. Nobody should be 
considered to be above the law.

It was this stand of Abu Hanifah that prevented him 
from accepting the offers made to him by Umayyad and 
Abbasid Caliphs for the post of judge or Chief Justice.
He would not compromise the independence of the Judiciary 
and enforcement of its judgements. This principle he upheld 
even at the risk of paying for it with his life. Reacting 
to a persistent offer made by Caliph Mansur, he retorted

Even if I accepted this office willingly and not reluctantly, sure enough I would 
not prove worthy of your trust* For if I 
decided a case against your desire and 
you wanted me to alter the decision on pain of being pushed into the Euphrates, to drown I would rather be drowned th^n alter my decision. Then there are your 
courtiers, not a few of them desire a 
judge to defer to th^ir wishes to remain 
in your good books.
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vi. Freedom of expression: a right and a duty:

According to Abu Hanifah, freedom of expression 
was as important as the independence of the Judiciary.
This freedom in the language of the Qur'an should take the 
form of"enJoining what is right and forbidding what is 
wrong". This concept is an in-built device to guide against 
any possible abuse of freedom to the extent of causing 
havoc and mischief. Furthermore he conceives it not 
only as a right but also as a duty of the public. The 
high-handedness and exploitation of rulers at the time of 
Abu Hanifah led him to take a serious view of this freedom. 
He intended to create awareness that would meke the 
public criticise the government.

As said above, Abu Hanifah equated freedom of 
expression to the independence of the Judiciary but also ■ 
asserted the right of freedom of expression against 
law-courts. According to him, the courts should be 
respected but they should not be allowed to give wrong 
judgements. This could be done by pointing out errors 
of law or procedure,

Abu Hanifah upheld freedom of expression even against 
a legitimate ruler or his government. The ruler might be 
abused openly. There might even be an intention to
kill him.
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During the regime of *Ali b. Abi Talib, five persons were 
arrested and brought before him CAli) on the charge of 
slander in the street of Kufah. One of them was also 
accused of threatening to assassinate him. *Ali ordered 
their release. When reminded that they intended to kill 
him, he replied; "But should I kill them only for

U&
expressing the intention to kill me?"

v. Rebellion against tyrannical rule:

Abu Hanlfah was of the opinion that the government of 
an unjust ruler was illegitimate and it should be overthrown. 
It was not only the people’s right but also their duty and 
responsibilities to rise in rebellion against it. The 
rebellion should be carried out only if it promised to 
successfully effect the replacement of the unjust ruler 
with a just one and would not fizzle out in mere loss 
of lives and power.

vi. Private Council and codification of Islamic Law:
The death of fcAli' which marked the end of an epoch in 

the history 'of Islam also saw the dismantling of the Shurfefe 
(the Consultative Council) which had been an important 
institution in the government. This resulted in the
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Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphs acting according t© the dictates 
of their whims and caprices in deciding State affairs. This 
gap remained unfilled until Abu Hanlfah deemed it fit te 
establish a private council to cedify the Islamic Law. The 
Caliph in power at the time could not venture into the 
exercise because of his low reputation and people's lack of 
confidence in him.

To do this gigantic work, Abu Hanifah collected his 
pupils who were versed in various branches of knowledge and 
he acted as the moderator or chairman. He would listen 
carefully to their contributions after which he would express 
his views for them to comment on. The discussions were so 
exhaustive that it might take months before a case could be 
settled. To roundoff, Abu Yusuf would record the decision down.

The council recorded decisions on about 83,000 legal 
issues related to past and current questions, the public or 
the state was confronted with. Hypothetical cases were con­
ceived and debated to make preparations for possibilities in 
future.. All the branches of law were put into consideration.

It was therefore not a surprise that this codification 
was readily accepted by all and sundry and it became a regular 
companion of judges, lawyers, rulers, scholars just to mention
a few
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The above are the views expressed by Abu Hanifah on tr.e

various aspects of an Islamic State. Although the views are*
informed by far-sightedness and resolution to uphold the 
authentic teachings of the Quran as exemplified and 
complemented by the Sunnah, they left out some vital issues.
It might be that such issues at the time of Abu Hanifah had 
not assumed such dimensions as would necessitate giving 
serious thought to them. This gap was however filled to 
some extent by Abu Yusuf who,of all the disciples of Abu 
Hanifah,was the most knowledgeable and prolific as a writer.

2.6.2. Abu Yusuf:

First appointed by Caliph al-Mahdi as judge of eastern 
Baghdad, Abu Yusuf rose to become, for the first time, Chief 
Justice of the whole Abbasid Empire during the reign of Caliph 
Harun al-Rashid. He was both Head of the Supreme Court of the 
realm and the Minister of Law or Attorney General.

Three major effects have been identified to have resulted 
from this great opportunity Abu Yusuf had. The first was that 
the opportunity allowed him to put the Hanafi law into practice 
by applying it to practical life. Secondly, he was able to 
appoint scholars connected with the Hanafi school as judges.
In most places this facilitated and enhanced its spread to 
the various parts of the Empire. The third was that his
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personality as a man of piety, .integrity and intelligence
f  t  , % . K

influenced channelling tne course of tne Caliphace from
1 , 1  • t i • ' *  ‘ • i ‘ 4 * ‘ t  1 “ *being unconstitutional to "a state guided to a large extent 

by a constitution" His book Kitab al-Kharaj was, in fact 
written with a view to providing rules and regulations for 
running the State.

To avoid unneccessary repetition, one may highlight only 
his views that are different, from or supplementary to tnose of 
his teacher. They are as follows:-
i. Principles of taxation:- Abu Yusuf helu the view that

(i) Only the surplus wealth of the people should ue 
taxed and that too with their consent.

(ii) Amounts of tax should vary according to the 
capacity of t-he paver.

(ill) The tax should he ''^llected from the rich and be 
distributed amon the pc or.

(iv) Taxes should not be assessed to exploit or 
inconvenience tne payer.

(v) Unwarranted taxes should not be extorted.
(vi) Non-Muslims who are converted to Islam should be 

exempted from paying the poll-tax.
To back up all these principles f Abu Yusuf cited 
instances from the reirn of the "Orthodox" Caliphs.
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ii. Rights of Non-Muslim subjects?- Three main principles
were laid down to ensure justice for non-Muslims livingr
in the Caliphate thus-
(i) Agreement made with them should be honoured.
(ii) Muslims alone had the responsibility of defending 

the State.
(iii) They should not be charged excessive poll-tax and 

land revenue.

He further said that the disabled in all forms, the 
recluse,workers at the houses of worship, women and children 
should be exempted from paying tax. Zakat should not be 
charged on the property of non-Muslims. Under no circumstances 
should anybody be tortured or manhandled for the purpose of 
exacting capitation as simple imprisonment was the maximum 
punishment for failure to pay it. He declared it unlawful 
realize more than the prescribed amount from taxable adults«
He stipulated that the cripple and the poor, apart from being 
exempted from paying Zakat, should be supported from procee Is 
from it.

iii. Land settlement;- Abu Yusuf considered unlawful the 
feudal system of settlement whereby the Government would 
appoint a person to lord over farmers exacting from them
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unspecified taxes with the sole aim of paying revenues to
ithe government. He condemned this practice and advised that i 

should be discontinued forthwith. He was also against seizing 
land from somebody in order to donate it to another.
He declared that: the Caliph was not authorised to dispossess 
any person whether Muslim or not, ef anything belonging to 
him without any justification. He likened snatching some­
body's property with a view to giving it to somebody else to 
committing robbery for the purpose of distributing aims.

iv. Redress oi tne wrong:- Abu Yusuf advised the Caliph 
not to give any responsible post to "tyrant and corrupt 
people" because he would share from their blame if they 
misused their authority and powers. He urged the Caliph 
again to appoint only pious and honest people and even then 
to keep an eye on them. He also suggested that open court 
should be held every month where everybody would be fret* 
to seek redress against any government functionary. Nobody 
would like to commit blunders if he knew the Caliph would 
know of it and punish him accordingly.

The Judiciary:- Abu Yusuf held the view that the Judiciary 
should always ensure that justice was done at all costs.
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According to him, punishing the innocent and allowing the 
guilly to go scot-free were equally unpardonable. ' No one 
should be punished on doubt. Efforts' should be made to 
ensure that the course of justice was not perverted due to 
any reason whatsoever.

vi. Personal liberty:- According to Abu Yusuf, a mere
allegation was not enough to incarcerate any person. The
right to fair hearing should be upheld. The accused must be
set free if not found guilty. The Caliph was urged to examine
cases of those in detention, and set them free if there was no case
verifiable^ against them. Those whose cases were not thoroughly 
investigated should be given the benefit of doubt and released. 
All the governors and administrators should be instructed not 
to imprison anybody on the basis of suspicion or mere 
allegations. He also condemned beating or flogging of an 
accused person.

vii. Jail reform:- Abu Yusuf recommended certain reforms 
for prisoners in jail. They included the provision of board 
and clothing for prisoners by the State. He severely criticised 
the Abbasid practice of bringing out handcuffed prisoners or 
those in chains to beg for their food and clothes. He 
recommended that the practice should be discontinued and that 
the State should bear full responsibilities for the prisoners'
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upkeep and welfare. Sufficient food and clothing suitable to 
weather conditions should be provided for them. He also 
condemned burying "heirless deceased prisoners without 
washing or coffin". All the expenses of their burial 
should be borne by the Government. Except those guilty of 
murder, all prisoners should not be kept in fetters inside 
the prison.

The foregoing are some of the views of Abu Yusuf as 
expressed in his Kitab al kharaj which have been supple­
mented to those of his erudite teacher, Abu Hanifah, to 
make up a presentation of the Sunni stand on the various 
aspects of the Islamic concept of State. There are 
however some other Muslim philosophers who have made a lot 
of contributions to the development of Islamic political 
thought. Some of them as well as their views are as follows

2.6.3. A l - F a r a b i A b u  Nasr al-Farabi was born in about- 1   i. . 1 .1 .. ■l.ll •

2^8/870 at Wasi , a village in the vicinity of Farab in 
Transoxia.la. He was of Turkish stock. Al-Farabi
was a great philosopher who had influenced many people 
to become his followers. His contributions to philosophy 
are still being appreciated. Just in 1370/1950, the 
millenium of his death was marked by some Turkish scholars.
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Al-Farabi conceives of the ideal State as being 
international in nature covering "the whole inhabited part 
of the earth”# There must be uniformity in every stage
and part of the State. With this uniformity in thoughts 
and deeds, different groups of people "would appear as one 
soul". The people will;no doubt, belong to different sciencesi
and deeds In the interest of all and to achieve happiness 
for all, they must improve in the performance of their 
specialised functions to reach the peak of proficiency 
in them.

To achieve the realisation of the goal above the State 
should be governed by an able Imam or Chief who naturally 
possesses the following twelve characteristics as his 
second nature.

b # Sound health, and perfect organs performing their 
functions with ease and facility and in harmony 
with all faculties.

b. Intelligence and sagacity, so as to enable him 
grasp the intention of a speaker in his particular 
situations and circumstances.

c. Good memory, in which he could retain all that he 
understands, sees, hears and perceives.

d# Prudence and talent, to understand a problem from the 
perspective in which it has been presented to him.
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e. Eloquence, so that his tongue may assist him in 
expressing in a perfect manner all that is in his mind.

i

f. Devotion to education and learning and submission to 
receive knowledge with ease without feeling annoyance.

g. No greed for food, drink and sex; avoidance of play; 
and dislike of pleasures caused by these.

, Friendlines towards truth and truthful persons andh. .
condemnation of falsehood and those who are inclined 
to falsehood.

Bigness of heart, loving nobility, and natural 
magnanimity without any trace of meanness.

j# Indifference to dirham and dinar and other forms of 
wealth.

k Devotion by nature to justice and just people, abhorrence 
of injustice and oppression and unjust and oppressive 
people; offering half of one's possessions and those 
of one's family to help the oppressed, and urging

others to do the same; helping everything good and 
beautiful; and being easy to bend to justice, but 
difficult to oppression and evil.

Strong resolution, courage, and promptitude without 
any sign of fear or psychological weakness.
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In case, according to al-Farabi there is nobody in 
the state that possesses all these qualities as it usually 
happens, two persons sharing them may jointly come'togetner 
and rule as “Chiefs of the State". The same thing happens 
if more than two persons share the qualities among themselves. 
They will jointly rule.

The conditions laid down by al-Farabi for the head of 
state are reminiscent of Plato’s philosopher king who is 
supposed to possess the qualities mentioned above. The major 
difference between their views is that Plato thinks of a 
City-State whereas al-Farabi*s state is international, world­
wide. Plato feels a group of philosophers he describes as 
“aristocracy" should be in charge of the State affairs but 
al-Farabi recommends Imam and identifies him with a prophet. 
It is only when a person possessing the qualities cannot 
be found either as Imam or the second chief that a group 
of individuals jointly possessing the qualities can be 
considered as fit to direct State affairs. All these facts 
show that al-Farabi may not have necessarily based his
idea on the Republic of Plato "or that he is simply

£ 1Aristotelian in his thought".UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



96
2.6.4 Al-Mawardi:- Abu al-ttasan al-Mawardi was born in basrah* .
(C.364/974). He received all his education in nis birthplace
Which was a principal seat "of learning and education in the
Muslin world." He was appointed as a j.udge and served in that
capacity at various places. In the year 429/1037, he was
appointed by Caliph al-Qadir as Aqda al-Qudat (Chief Justice?)• •
which was vehemently opposed because the title "did not become 
of anyone except God."

Al-Mawardi's greatest contribution to political thought „ 
in Islam was that he gave a comprehensive account of administr< 
tive machinery of the Government of his time. He took pains t( 
relate his views to historical facts. He did not indulge in 
empty speculative thinking like jurists and scholastics, useful 
as al-Mlwardi's contribution was, it had the short-coming of 
not discussing the meaning, scope, jurisdiction and obligation; 
of the State.

2.6.b Al-Ghazali:- Abu Hamid Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muhamm;• I ►
b. Ta'us Ahmad al-Tusi al-Shafici was born in 450/1058 at Tus. 
Al-Ghazali was his Kunyah. He started learning early in 
his youth at Tus and later at Jurdan with "the express 
desire for wealth and reputation." He also attended 
Nizamiyyah Academy of Nishapur to study under al-Mu'axi 
al-Juwaim known as Imam al-Haramayn. He grew to become 
a theologian, phiiosopuer, Sufi and an accomplished
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scholar of repute before hi'' death at Tus in 505/1111.

Al-Ghazali affirms the obligatoriness of Caliphate 
based on the Shariah unlike the Mu'tazilites who attribute 
it to "reason". According to him Caliphate has utility 
but adds that it is 1,1 ma* and "the deduced will of the 
Prophet" that give rise to it. He argues that Caliphate 
is necessary to protect life and property as a step 
towards the formal establishment of Islam. The same 
requirement is advanced to prove that Imamate is necessary 
to realise the aims and objectives of Islam as a civic 
religious institution. He draws a line of distinction 
between Caliphate (execution of the Sharicah) and Sultanate 
(coercive power). He says the former is required so as to 
institutionalize and enforce the Sharicah.

Considering the various views held by al-Ghazali in 
this direction, one discovers that Caliphate as envisaged 
by him has three basic qualities thus:

(a) It comprehends the necessary power to 
accomplish the maintenance of order.

(b) It represents or symbolizes the collective 
unity of the Muslim community and its 
historical origin.

(c) Deriving its functional and institutional 
authority from the Shari ̂ ah, it is only the
legitimate form of government in Islam
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About the Caliph, al-GhazaHgives a long list of
qualities he should satisfy before being considered for
the post. In fact, the qualities are the same with those
of al-Mawardi. In brief, al-Ghazali says that, among
other things, the Caliph must not be physically and
mentally handicapped. He must be honourable, wise,
courageous and ready to implement the Shari1ah. Lastly,
he must come from the Quraysh, an^bbasid, an obvious 
justification of the realities of his days.

To resolve the apparent contradiction between the 
behaviour of most Umayyad and fAbbasid Caliphs before and 
during their reigns and the laid-down regulations, Al-Ghazali 
is of the opinion that the Caliphate just has to be as a 
necessity. If therefore there is a problem of lack of 
qualified hand to occupy the post of Caliph, the qualifica­
tions can be lowered or altered to fill the vacuum.

About the nomination and selection of candidate for 
the post of Caliph, al-Ghazali says there are three ways 
of doing this. These are: by designation of the prophet, 
by designation of the ruling caliph or by designation of 
the holder of actual power. He says that the last 
alternative is suitable for his time.

Al-Ghazali subscribes to the idea that Caliphate stands 
for Islamic government as a whole and the Caliph should
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enjoy unlimited authority as in autocracy. But his 
conception of the Caliphate is multilateral consisting of 
three main elements: the Caliph, the Sultin, and the Hi lama*. 
Each of them exercises authority in conformity with his 
status to complement the efforts of another.

552.6.6. Ibn Khaldun: The approach of Ibn Khaldun to
political life is not through philosophy, jurisprudence of 
legal studies. Rather, he employs "complete science of 
culture" which is his own creation. Thus we see him 
assume the role of "a severe critic" of his predesessors' 
political thought basing his argument on certain 
"theoretical and practical considerations".

Likening political life to culture as a whole, Ibn
Khaldun considers the former as a "generated natural being"
like any organism that is generated, grows, matures, becomes
sick and dies. The efficient cause of these changes in
living beings in Biology is "the soul and its temper
(mizag). In "the case of culture, the efficient cause is
social solidarity Casabivyah)" It is this "specific«
property of the human soul which binds a group together, 
brings about the need for a ruler, conflicts with other 
groups and power to win victories over them. Then the 
group becomes weak and disintegrated, and loses political
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crIbn Khaldun identifies three forms of government."' 

The first is "the natural kingship" characterised by the 
oppression of the weak by the strong, confusion, injustice, 
anarchy etc. This hardly lasts long before a better 
organised form replaces it. The second is "the rational 
regime" which aims solely at sensual enjoyment and satis­
faction of whimsical appettites. Although this is better 
than the former, it will not last long before it crumbles 
into ruins. It is the operators of this form that the 
Quran descrioes thus:

They know (only) the outer 
(aspect) of the life of this 
world, and of the Hereafter ̂ y 
they are utterly unmindful.

The third form is "the Shari cah regime" which is 
controlled by prophet - legislators charged by the Divine 
Being to guide their people to success and prosperity both
in this life and in the Hereafter. This regime maintains a

58balance between the mundane and the spiritual.

Xbn-Khaldun disagrees with philosophers and jurists 
on the question of the "necessity" of prophecy in human 
society which is usually equated with the necessity of 
language and order. His proof to show the non- obligagory 
nature of prophecy is the existence of pagan or animist
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peoples all over the world coexisting with all characteristics 
of the human society Thus, he demonstrates that every 
ruler is not compelled as a necessity.to rule with a
divine law. There are rulers who rule by "virtue of

59royal authority alone".

While discussing the two possible approaches to the 
study of man and society, which are divine i.e. through 
revelations, and natural, respectively, Ibn Kheldungives 
his support to the latter. His argument against the former 
is that it is not based on human nature, that is not tabci 
or daruri, (necessary). His view is that man, by nature 
without any external influence in form of revelation, has 
the ability of leading a communal life. In other words, 
man is naturally a social or political animal.

Another argument of his against the divine political 
science is that it is not demonstrable (burhani). By this 
he means that man without any external influence cannot, 
by his reason alone, achieve certainty concerning doctrines 
such as belief in the opinions about God, resurrection . 
life in the Hereafter, the necessity of performing the 
religious acts of worship etc. This fact shows that the 
conclusions of "divine" science of politics are not 
rationally demonstrable.

r
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Although the foregoing views and opinions are not 
enough to give us every thing we need to know about the
ideal State in Islam, they give us a broad idea of its

61
framework. it j.s against this background that we

will consider opinions expressed by Shaykh Yusuf 
Alikinla in the following chapters.
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NOTES AND REFERENCES TO CHAPTER II
t

1. The word "kaffah" translated as "completely"
here is given the meaning "all of you" by Pickthall
M.M. in the meaning of the Glorious Koran, (Pakistan, 
Accurate Printers, n.d.),p.51.I prefer the former -translatic
because the context suggests individual's devotion.

2. Holy Qur'an 2: 208 and 209.

3. Maududi A.A. The meaning of the Glorious Qur'an 
(Pakistan, Islamic Publications Ltd. 19714.) Vol. 1 
P. 156.

1+. Refer to the speech made at the Press Conference 
Organised by the National Council of Muslim Youth 
Organisations (NACOMYO) Oyo State Branch, on 
Thursday 1bth of February 1989 at the Press Club,
Iyaganku, Ibadan, for some apparent acts of injustice 
against Muslims in Oyo State as alleged by the Muslim 
youth body. Some of the allegations are having only 
I4. Muslims against 15 Christians in the State Cabinet, 
and domination of Local Education Management Boards 
by Christians. For instance in Akinyele Local 
Government, out of 11 members of the Local Education 
Management Board, only 3 are muslims, and only one 
out of the 11 members in the Ejigbo Board is a Muslim,,
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Copies of the speech are available at NACOMYO's 
office opposite Broadcasting Corporation of Oyo 
State, Ile-Akede, Orita Basorun, Ibadan.

5 . Speech of Alh. Ibrahim Dasuki, now Sultan 
of Sokoto and President of the

Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, at the launching 
ceremony of the Obafemi Awolowo University Central 
Mosque, Ile-Ife on Saturday 1st of November 1986 
(27th of Safar ii|07) Alh. Dasuki was the Guest 
Speaker on the occasion.

6. It is interesting to note that despite the 
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C H A P T E R  I I I

PATRIOTISM AS AiM IMPORTANT OUALITY OF A GOOD MUSLIM 
IN THE WORK (MUSTAQ-BAL ILORIN AL-ZAHIR)

l

In an ideal Islamic State, the citizens are expected 
to feel so much concerned for one another to share joy and 
sorrow of life together. They are supposed to cultivate 
the virtues of selflessness, mutuax respect and considera­
tion for one another. In fact, it was this principle that 
laid the solid foundation for the Islamic Community in 
Madinah when the Ansar had to make a lot of sacrifices and 
self-deprivation to minimise the hardships of Muhajirun "who 
forsook their homes and property in Makkahto perform the 
Hijrah"• The former tried their possible best to make 
the latter as comfortable as possible. It is to these 
good manners that the Qur'an refers tnus:

And those who had established (their') 
home in (this city) before them (had 
accepted) faith, love those who came 
to them for refuge, and fifad not in 
their breasts any desire for that 
wnich is given them (Refugees\ but 
prefer (the Refugees) to themselves, 
even though poverty be their (own) 
lot. And whoso is rid of covetousness 

. of his own soul-it is these who will 
be successful. 2

Such was the situation that nurtured the nascent Muslim 
Community into adulthood and transformed it into a 
formidable Empire.
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The idea of selfless service is broad-based in

Islam to form the bedrock of interaction between members
of the society as a whole. It is considered so important
to be the natural consequence of belief in and submission
to the will of Allah. Of what use is the worship in the
mosque and in the corner of one's room if one is not
thereby motivated to enthusiastically render assistance
to fellow-citizens? That is what the Qur'an in its
characteristic manner, commands thus:

And worship Allah and associate 
naught with Him, and (show) 
kindness to parents, and to 
kindred, and orphans, and the 
needy, and to the neighbour that 
is a kinsman, and to the neighbour 
that is a stranger, and the companion 
by (your) side, and the way-farer, 
and those whom your right hands 
possess. Surely, Allah loves not 
the proud (and) the boastful. Those 
who are niggardly, and conceal that 
wnich Allah has given tnem of His 
bounty - and 'Ve have prepared for 
the disbelievers a humiliating
punishment.5

In support of the above, the Prophet (S.A.W.'i is
reported.to have said.

...One who believes in God and the 
Last Day should not put his neigh­
bour to any inconvenience; one who 
believes in God and the Last Day 
should utter what is good or main­
tain silence.^-
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Another Hadith says:
None of you will enter Paradise till 
you accept faith and your faith will 
not be complete till you have good 
feelings for one another..

It was against this background that Shaykh 
Yusuf Alikinla set out to write Mustaqbal Ilorin al-Zahir.

3 .1 .1 Love of one's nation:
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3.1.2. Translation
p O

Praise be to Allah, Lord of (all) the worlds.
Peace and blessings be on His Messenger, the trustworthy.

After that, the love of one's nation, no doubt, is 
part of faith. I (therefore) love my nation and fellow 
citizens altogether and wish them well and assistance from 
the Best One 'to assist. It is from Him that we seek assistance. 
He is the Best Helper. I say:

1. Live, my nation , in comfort and high esteem.
It is time you had the joy of being elevated.

292. Who*on my behalf, will convey to Ilorin my 
depression, sleeplessness and forbearance to make 
it rise?
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3. Never will a people rise to glory and esteem after
idegradation except with purposeful efforts.

J4.. They (have to) strive to the utmost and toil
relentlessly to overcome all the difficulties.

30He who strives (for something) achieves it.

5. He (intending success) should be sharp-witted, 
well-informed of all affairs, and guided to shoot 
the arrow (exactly) at the target.

6. He should be devoted and peace-loving, not mischievous
to the people, correcting their mistake whenever 

31it occurs.

7 . I owe my nation a debt I must settle with determination 
to raise her up in esteem.

8. I will provide in abundance what is lacking to her
' 32honourable citizens by the grace of the Exalted.

9. If I am lucky to have the people as a whole being
optimistic and having mutual understanding with

33respect to the (common) goal.. J

10. I will reveal to you the treasures of your nation and, 
by the grace of Allah, get rid of your poverty (and 
replace it) with riches.
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1 1 . Many a time I feel worried by her horrible appearance 
in its worn-out clothes, most of the people having 
deserted it.

12. The country shows signs of desolation whereas we have 
never suffered invasion of the oppressive armies 
against any person.

13. This notwithstanding, most of the people are (deep) 
in slumber; never have they shown concern despite the 
depression and distress.

1lp. Their houses are huts built with straw and others with
34

grass. Alas! Are we also human beings?

15. Many a town have their mansions built with bricks,
enjoying (gracefully) the various forms of civilization~ 
what a wonder!

16. They are privileged with citizens (exposed to modern) 
civilization dedicating their services to them. How 
fortunate they are by having people of intelligence!

17. Many a time I feel distressed by the (deplorable) 
appearance of the people of Ilorin resulting from
their little contact with those advanced (in civilizati.01
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1 8 . Oh my country, repose confidence in me for I am 
(ready) to serve with determination to bring your 
status to (the same level) as others.

19. Be confident of success if the subjects and the ruler 
are determined and understand one another without 
hatred.

20. Congratulations to you both the subjects and the 
ruler if you understand my intention as that of the 
one who wishes to lead with intelligence.

2 1. I have studied the country's situation generally,
Thus I have acquired (right) information about the 
development (still reouired).

22. I am saying exactly what (Prophet) Yusuf^ said#that is 
I am well-informed, nay gifted with (requisite) 
knowledge, for guidance.

23,. I am stressing what I have said again tnat I owe
*

Ilorin the debt to make her rise (in esteem).

2i|. If I had been destined to head a government, I would
have been a good leader to my compatriots.
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3.1. 3. Comments

After the traditional celebration of the praise of 
Allah and saying of blessings for the Prophet (S.A.W.) *
the author gives the preamble in prose which shows that

Mustaqbal Ilorin al-Zahir as a whole is intended to be his 
modest contribution as a patriot to the improvement of the 
lot of his fatherland and fellow-citizens.

The first ten lines of the poem give a vivid description 
of the author's sense of dedication and determination to 
come to the aid of his town, and by extension, the whole 
nation. He considers this responsibility as "a debt

ft

which must be settled. This must have resulted from his 
belief that "love of the natiom is part of Faith.

This decision of Shaykh Alikinla reminds one of Ibn
Khaldun's view on cAsabiyyah. His opinion is that a political
entity is formed purely on the natural inclination to share
feelings of one another and to survive dangers that may
be encountered. However, it is the same feeling that
necessitates having a ruler, brings about conflicts with

17other groups and leads to victory over them.
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The above view is also shared by Jamal al-Din
i

al-Afghani who says:
To defend one's homeland is a 
law of nature and a precept of 
life bound up with the demands 
made by nature through the 
instinctive urges for food and 
drink.3°

As a way of justifying his rather sentimental 
attachment to the nation, the poet draws attention to the 
horrible situation of Ilorin culminating in its desertion. 
Appalling as the situation was, the people were alleged to 
be complacent doing practically nothing to change it for 
better as required by Islam. The Prophet is reported to 
have said,

Whoever of you sees an evil thing, 
let him change it with his hand.
If he cannot, let him check it 
with his tongue. If he cannot do 
even this, let him despise it with 
his heart and wish it otherwise, 
and this is the lowest degree of faith.39

Lines 18 to 2\\ contain the author's request to the 
fellow-citizens to give him a chance to rule. This is 
more to serve a literary purpose than a statement of fact 
because there is nothing to prove that the Shaykh ever nursed 
»an ambition to hold any political post or contest 
for any election. He seizes this opportunity
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to enumerate the pre-requisites for postive contribu­
tions to the national development. These include the 
ruler's dedication to the national-cause with the 
reciprocal cooperation of subjects and their reposing 
unflinching confidence in him. The ruler must also 
understand the genuine needs of the people and possess 
mental auility to meet their demands. wo talents 
should De buried or left unutilized as reflected in his 
reference to Prophet Yusuf. Much as nuslims are foroidder 
to throw their weight about, they should not, at the same 
time, cover up their talents denying all and sundry 
useful services.

3 .2 , necessity of war to defend the nation :

While discussing patriotism further, the Shaykh 
considers fighting wars when necessary as an inevitaole 
responsibility of each citizen. The importance he 
attaches to tnis issue is so much that he devotes about 
one-third of the whole manuscript to it. To defend the

i

nation and her territorial integrity is incumbent or
41

all able-bodied Muslims. Sneaking in the same vein,
M. Asad is of the opinion that the Islamic State has the
right to call upon the citizens with all the resources at
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their disposal to defend it against external aggression.
42

This is to ensure security of lives and property.
The Shaykh's submissions on this issue are in three 
p^rts. The first is on the necessity of war for national 
defence. He next highlights war in the life of the Arabs 
in the Jahiliyyah neriod. The third part is a description 
of courage of Taria d . Ziyad.
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3.2.2. Translation:""" 1""   ■ " i

1 . The question of war is our responsibility, oh men, we 
should compulsorily fight wars to rise in esteem.

2. If we hope to get to the top, we should make laws to 
arouse interest in wars.

3. We should give recognition to the law which stipulates 
military conscription for all men.

I+. We should understand that being killed in warfare is 
a glory with which the community wins victory over 
enemies.

5. If a community has the fame of fighting wars with 
courage, it would become respectable among others.

6. Has any community ever risen in this abode of ours 
without the travails of war (fought) with commitment 
and purposefulness?

7. . Britain is still in the prime of her glory due to
the war (she has fought) with dedication and forbearance 
to overcome grief.

8. You see her with numerous soldiers resisting the 
enemies when they launch attacks against them.

9. It is with them that she attained success over and 
above others, and she occupied the throne of glory 
and distinction.
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10.  ' So also did France rise with (the help of) Napoleon,^
a great war - commander, stern against the aggressor.

11. Germany is still in great honour due to her war and 
valiance when there is any disgraceful (attempt) 
from enemies.

12. She has heroes among the most courageous and resolute 
men (such as) Hitler, a lion at war, tough against 
enemies.

13. But for her wax and determination, Moscow could not 
have earned any glory in any encounter.

££
1i(-. Her Staline"5 is like the wildest bear when there is 

an encounter, launching attacks against the people of 
evil to protect his country.

15. Japan is a military community like Germany in terms 
of resoluteness and (launching) fierce attacks.

16. She inspires awe at every war, self-reliant, it is 
she that makes war fierce.

17. Rome is famous for wars; she wields an overwhelming 
authority over people.
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18. The people of Rome had a lion, Doutche, popularly
57known as senior, the kindler of war (fiyre).

19. The history of Greece is full of wars; how great the 
desire of Greece for glory is'.

20. It is through it (war) that China achieved (the little) 
it has except that her citizens often plan revolutions 
to overthrow (the government) and (cause) hardships.

21. Her rebellion brought her down from its place of glory; 
the previous war of hers won her honour.

22. The Turks achieved success and prosperity through wars 
and courageous use of the sword.

- 5823. Atatturk Kamal al-Din was their leader; he had the 
authority over the people to do and undo.

2I4.. Pakistan is an up - and - coming country putting on 
the military garment for people to see.

25. That is why she appeared like the lion playing her 
role with an army, strong and well-equipped,

26 . Her great commander, Muhammad • Ali Jinnah achieved with
59efforts what he intended.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



129

27. Iran attained glory with her army, otherwise, she would
i

be in disgrace and disrepute.

28. Her past was famous with war and she (still) has 
commanders ever prepared for wars.

29. All her achievements in terms of honour were through 
wars. So also was Greece proud of having engaged in 
wars with people.

30. America could not have developed but for her army 
(always) at alert to prosecute various wars.

31. It is on the account of her war experience that she 
became great and excelled others to get to the peak 
(of glory).

3.2.3. Comments:

Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla is of the opinion that fighting 
wars or preparedness to do so is necessary to defend 
national integrity against external aggression. He 
suggests conscription into the army of all able-bodied 
youth to instil patriotism into their minds. Any measure 
short of this will not earn the nation the desired respect 
and honour among the comity of nations. Refusal and fear 
to fight wars will show the citizens to be weak and 
irresponsible.
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The Shaykh's opinion of compulsory military’ service
of able-bodied men is shared by Muhammad Asad provided
that the war is based "on the teachings of the Quran and 60
Sunnah". Should this condition not be satisfied,

the citizens would be perfectly 
justified in resorting to what 
is now termed "conscientious 
objection" —  that is, a refusal 
to bear arms in a morally repre­
hensible cause. ^1

He asserts that this policy should be maintained and even
be extended to the invalids who are expected to "play their
part by means of civic efforts" and through financial
contributions if they can afford such. This opinion is
based on Hadiths which say:

He who equips a fighter in the way 
of God with arms is indeed taking part 
in the fight; and he who takes care 
of the family which a fighter has 
left behind is indeed taking part in the fight.°2

He who does not fight (himself),
' nor equips a fighter with arms, 
not takes care of the family a 
fighter has left behind, will 
be afflicted by God with distress 
even before the Day of Resurrection 
(i.e., during his lifetime).63

It is noteworthy at this juncture that the idea e£ 
conscription did not come up during the life of the
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the Prophet, (S.A.W.) and the Classical Caliphate 
because the main motive for taking part in wars then was 
to gain admission into Al-Jannaft. Huge financial contri­
butions were made without any expectation of any material 
rewards in return.

The practice was kept on till the time of the Umayyad 
Caliphs. Quite a good number of Muslims volunteered to 
take part in the various wars against Turks, Christians, 
Hindus, Zoroastrians anri others. In most cases, they 
had to bear the cost of their weapons and even transpor­
tation to the battle-fields. It was then that al-Tanahud 
(voluntary contributions toward the expense of wars) came 
into existence. All this was done for the sake of Allah 
alone and to sustain His monotheistic religion.^

Such was the trend at the beginning which made the 
stipends paid by Khalifah ‘Umar more of "State maintenance'1 

because nobody was enforced to take part in wars. It was 
neither the policy that active service should be a condition 
for the payment since "the system embraced from the widows 
of the Prophet to the newborn child" all over Arabia. 
Gradually, people began to take the liberty to absent 
themselves from wars. The situation had deteriorated to
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an alarming proportion by the time when al-Hajjaj became an 
Umayyad Viceroy in cIraq and the East. It is therefore not 
a surprise that he had to compel the.citizens of al-Basrah 
and al-Kufah to contribute a force of 20,000 men each to 
reinforce the armies in Persia. He threatened to withhold 
the pensions if his demand could not be met. He had to 
resort to the same levy of 20,000 men from al-Kufah three 
years later for the campaign in Khurasan. He disbursed the 
annuities with the threat of death to those who, after takin 
the stipends, failed to join the army within three days.
He also had to raise a conscript host of 40,000 warriors 
and 10,000 camp-followers to check the excesses of the 
redoubtable Kharijite leader, Shabib.^5

Further in his effort to justify the necessity of war 
in the life of a nation,if only for protective purposes, 
Shaykh gives a list of countries famous at wars. The list 
includes Britain, France, Germany, Soviet Union, Japan,
Italy, rtmerica, Greece, Turkey, Pakistan and Iran.
According to him, < these countries have had occasions to 
fight wars for various reasons.

much as Islam sanctions war in defence, it abhors 
wanton destruction of lives and property for trivial 
reasons. wars should not;also,be waged to convert 
people willy-nilly to Islam.
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The Quran clearly states that Muslims 
are only allowed to take up arms to defend them­
selves.^ They should not be aggressive or 
onoressive. Peace must be maintained at all costs 
even fighting wars when necessitated should be 
aimed at the objective. 6*'7 Islam detests the idea
of fighting either as "a mere brawler" or "a selfish

(SRaggressive person" or -a vainglorious bully".

3.3.1. Wars in pre-Islamic Arabia and in the 
early Islamic period

In the following lines, the Shaykh intends 
to highlight the proverbial valour of the pre- 
Islamic Arabs and sacrifices made by the early 
Muslims by risking their lives in the struggle with 
the nakkans to protect and sustain Islam.
This is with a view to justifying his earlier 
claim that progress cannot be made without 
recourse to wars, particularly defensive ones.
He says:
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3.3.2 Translation

1. Let us have a look at the history of pre~Islamic 
Arabs, we would see that it is full of wars and 
struggles.

802. Even before the era of Light, in the period of 
ignorance, war was a pride among the Arabs.

3. The heroes among them in the pre-Islamic period were, 
in (versified) poems,eulogized for the use of spears, 
so much that they would need no introduction.

4. Their pride was in (the use of) their swords and 
arrows,and conquering towns with resoluteness and 
strength.

5. They had nothing else be3ida swords to be proud of.
They used to prefer death in wars.

6. Their horses during the war were like birds in the
sky and their camels like freight vehicles in strength.

7. They fought wars gallantly and never ran away from 
death if it was for glory.

3. Their poet used to boast of the sword in (his) poems 
and eulogise the edges and graceful use of it.UNIV
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9. They were known for this habit until the adv«nt 
of the light of revelation brought by Mustafa.

10. When Islam came with revelation from high above, it 
brought peace to those who obeyed and chose guidance.

11. God then prescribed the sword as a punishment for the 
polytheists and non-believers because they had rejected 
guidance.

12. We thereby gained a lot from them; Islam gained 
strength through wars.

13. Islam did not have strength in its early stages due
to lack of wars; but it (later) rose (in esteem) with them-

IJ4.. Many a war after those of Mustafa witnessed confronta­
tion with every disobedient one who rejected (guidance).

15. We, as such, see that Musa fought with a non-believer
_ A>|as did Sulayman and Da'ud for guidance.

16. And^Isa cursed Jews to be war-prone over their malice 
as they insulted him in respect of purity (of his

Op
conception).

17. Thus they were conquered from time to time and thi£ 
is the recompense of every disobedient transgressor.

- 137 -

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



-Ii6

18. Which prophet was not confronted (while preaching)
i

guidance? Which messenger did not fight the transgressors

19. War is a pride and glory if it does not exceed the 
limit of being a check to the aggressors.

20. The companions of the best creature risked their lives 
and property in wars in the cause of God (and) in piety.

21. Is there among you who does not know of the lion in
victory, 'Ali, the striker, frontliner and leader of

83men. ^

22. And 'Umar who, as a result of his valliance and being 
a frontliner, became the distinction of truth from 
mischief.

23. And Hamza to, the lion of Allah; consider his name, you
would see that he is (really) a lion against the

85enemies m  war.

2I4.. And many other Companions were known for their 
stepping forward to fight without fear.

25. Here you are with the courage and distinction of the 
Prophet in the cause of-Allah, not for any other
consideration
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26. Many a time did the Prophet distinguish himself and 
launch attacks on the enemies for the sake of Allah.

27. Mustafa as well as the companions never condoned 
indolence and weakness (in any form).

28. It was with war that Islam really developed causing
86anger and grief to the heretics.

29. It filled the atmosphere with its light and hope as a 
result of the war of the Prophet and the Companions.

30. The Qur'an with an admonition urged us, the Prophet 
as well as (all) the believers to war.

31. Thus, some women responded (favourably) by surrendering 
their sons as an expression of love of the Possessor
of greatness.

32. They thereby sent their children to war for the fear
of Allah and to obey Him in piety,

33. This, at the time of the Prophet, characterised the
wars (to preach) guidance.

31;. Many a close friend followed him exerting themselVt3 

to root out temptation among the people.

35. This war of his and theirs was not for any selfish 
interest but for the sake of religion and piety.
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3.3.3 • Comment:
The a^ove lines are the Shaykh's review of the 

life of the pre-Islamic Arabs which was full of 
wars although mostly prosecuted for reasons not approved 
of by the Qur'an* One recalls the war of Fijjar r in

— QQ _Makkah and the prolonged au *-ath war in Madinah at the 
advent of Islam. Gallantry in war was the theme that 
attracted the attention of poets most. They used to go 
to the last extent in urging their mentors to press forward 
in wars. There were well-trained horses moving swiftly, 
a^d donkeys and camels conveying provisions with minimum 
difficulty. Valliauce in war continued to be in vogue 
until the advent of Islam which outlawed aggression, 
oiroression and exploitation.

War was not only a xiecessity to the pre-Islamic 
Ara^s Dut, more importantly, a fun to take delight in.
It is tnerefore uncommon to find lines like the following 
in their poems:

If an enemy tribe we do not find,
',Ve go to war with a friendly tribe^
And our lust for war is ouenched.8^UNIV
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Another poet says:
May a war break out among .the tribes 
When my colt is grown up for riding,
That I may get a chance to showq0 
The worth of my colt and sword.

wext the Shaykh considers the early stage of Islam 
as synomynous with the life of the Prophet (S.A.W.'). 
According to him, tne part spent in Makkah was not as rosy 
as that in Madinah. This is Decause the Muslims did not 
fight wars inn Makkah to win freedom of thought and worship 
for tnemselves. They were victims of Makka^ persecution 
wuich led to destruction of lives and property. The Muslims 
had to seek refuge first in Abyssinia and lastly in Madinah 
which turned out to De the seat of the infant Islamic 
Empire. Even then they were the target of nefarious 
schemes of the 'tiraysh. Many attempts were made to exter­
minate them but they proved equal to the task of defending 
themselves. When eventually they challenged their erst­
while persecutors, Makkah crumbled down helplessly like 
a house of cards0 The Islamic empire began to expand 
in all directions until it made its impact felt 
in all the continents. This feat could notUNIV
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have been achieved so early and remarkably if Muslims 
had stood akimbo or failed to take up arms for self- 
defence and their territorial integrity.

The Shaykh goes on to say that the case of Prophet 
Muhammad is not an exception. Many other prophets were 
engaged in armed confrontations with their opponents. 
Mention is made of Prophets Musa, Sulayman, Daud and even 
'Isa who is said to have cursed the Jews for their
transgression against him. This may be in reference to

91
a verse of the Qur'an.

The Prophets and many others had to resist the 
attacks of oppressors to make peace and tranquility reign 
supreme in their domains. Had they acquisced to the 
situation, they would have been wiped off the surface of 
the earth with their mission unaccomplished. But they 
risked their lives and property, and success eventually 
came their wa,y, hence the respect paid to them up to the 
moment.

Following the above is mention prophet's
companions always in the forefront in wars. They include
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Hamzah nicknamed "Lion of Allah" due to the

i

exceptional courage he exhibited at various wars, 'Umar b.
al-Khattab.the second Orthodox Caliph.and ^Ali bw Abl Talib.

•  »  '  /  *  '

the fourth Caliph „ All these fought gallantly at
wars in order to uphold freedom of thought and worship, 
and to uproot iniquity and exploitation. They are dead, 
but their records are there for all and sundry.

When the revelation allowing taking up of arms for 
self-defence came concession was given to women to stay at 
home. Many women summoned courage to urge their sons, 
husbands and brothers to actively participate in the 
wars. This sacrifice of theirs was a formidable morale- 
booster to the Muslim army and a major source of concern 
to the opponents, 'fhus the lesson is taught that every hand 
must be on deck to check violent exploitation, injustice 
and oppression. This is the only way to achieve success 
and greatness.

3.)+. Description of the courage of , Tariq b. . Ziyad•
Having mentioned times of the prophets and those of 

the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, Shavkh Alikinla calls our 
attention to the 8th century war veteran, Tariq b. al- 
Ziyad. The importance he attaches to this man is great.
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1*3,j. i..AA H ĵ aJI lj£ o *—*-»•!? x*

Jl o-* tr̂ ** *• * j* f i* J lo ^ 4 , ^

- 1 • 

- n

i ^  J-i—JL, Laa ĴL— j - \ y
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3*4-.2. Translation:

1. Amongst the most courageous men after the C-ompanions 
(of the Prophet) is the striker of enemies, 'i'ario,
(a model for all) the youth.

2. In my opinion after (serious') consideration, he is
the last of the courageous among the Arabs. There is no 
doubt about this.

3. Why not (this view) Decause it seems as if Allah hasl
not created after him any man of courage among the 
AraDs like him.

4. We should, oh fellow-citizens, emulate his Dualities
of courage and dedication to attain glory and greatness.

5. The people will ever remain free if they choose to 
follow his footsteps and emulate him.

6. Oh fellow-citizens, you have the best (model) to 
emulate in his lofty spirit of courage.

7 . I feel as if I witnessed a speech he delivered when 
he was’ in blockade Detween the sea and the enemies.

8. When he crossed the sea whicn was (later) named 
after him to Spain for the purpose of conquering 
it (as an act of) piety.
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9 . Taghiyah of the people confronted him, he was 
refractory, their lion in the war.

10. Rodriguel was any person among his people above him 
except Tariq, the lion of Allah on guidance?

11. At the meeting (of the two opposing forces) Tariq 
stood up to deliver a speech by giving thanks to God 
for His decree.

12. He said, "Oh men! how would you escape? Behind you 
is the sea and the enemies are in front".

13. "By Allah, you have nothing to assist you against the 
enemies except your forbearance and sincerity (of 
purpose); in fact, it is these two that (can guarantee) 
safety for you".

1l(.. You should therefore note that you are here like
miserable orphans on the path (of being irretrievably) 
lost."

15. "Your enemy has enough provision for his army but you 
have nothing except the sword to get your needs."

"His provisions are fully sufficient, oh my nephews, 
but there is none to cater for you whereas you are in 
dire need."

136
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17. "You have no helper except your sharp sword, and no 
provision except (booties gained) 'from the enemies."
II

18. If you continue to consume your food for so many days 
without achieving anything, you would become desponaent."

19. "Here you are face-to-face with fright; you should 
summon courage (to withstand) the confrontation."

20. "Seize the opportunity of this admonition to drive 
away defeat from yourselves; despair begets failure."

21. "You should strive to fight against the enemies 
particularly this Taghiyah among the people."

22. "Why should you not since his country, well fortressed 
against war, has surrendered him to you!"

23. "To seize this opportunity is quite easy if you could 
risk your lives."

2i|_. "You should therefore note that I am not coercing
you into an action that would unnecessarily expose 
you to destruction."

25. "I do not warn you against anything that would spare
me its consequences if I should do it."
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26. Instead, I would first implement what I demand of 
you by engaging in the war"

27. "Be sure, therefore, that you are to enjoy for
(a long) time if you could bear this hardship a little."

26. "Oh my people! never struggle to protect yourselves 
alone in the war excluding me, so that we mi^ht all 
be safe."

29. "This is one of those things that bring misfortune 
to the people; you have at stake as much as I do."

30. "Assistance would come to you from Allah, your Helper, 
the Great, and you will ever remember me for this."

31. "Let it be known to you that I will certainly step 
forward first to fight as I have invited you to do."

32. "When the two forces meet, I will urge myself on to hit 
the oppressor of the people with the sword."

33. "I intend to kill him, I mean Rodrigue, the heretic 
and this, by the grace of my Lord, is righeous."
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3h- "Be by my side and carry on, oh heroes, even if I
ishould die thereafter; you must have thereby

117resisted the evil of the enemies."

35. "Thus the hero you have seen active among you and 
have expected to boost your morale would not reduce 
you to want."

on
36. "Please, carry/with this determination if I should 

die before him when we meet."

37. "Advance with full determination to kill him and to 
conquer his lands altogether".

38. This sermon of his is the best model for people 
who hope to rise in high esteem.

39. Each and everyone of us should be like Tariq; even 
the ruler among us should emulate Tariq.

J4.O. Why should we not? Can we reasonably achieve any 
glory If we are the opposite of Tariq?

We should be a military community to uphold the due
138

of God and, also, of man.

I4.2. Connivance, inertia and indifference to the right 
(being snatched) bring about disgrace and grief.
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He who does not resist his enemies with, the sword 
and determination will suffer degradation and 
weakness.

The kind-hearted man should be embraced while the 
139

wicked Nazi should accordingly be keot at a 
distance.

He who yields to the temptation of the cunning fox 
will lament in distress when he realises it.

Would you leave a poisonous viper without killing 
it just because it appears harmless, or leave fire 
in an open space to burn freely?

You have no choice but to aim at leadership and 
to expel the enemies from your midst as (enjoined) 
by the divine revelation.

Never be afraid of the stubborn, noisy, shameless 
oppressor of the weak (under the pretext of) being 
leader.

Rise to disgrace the threatening boaster with your 
array without fearing death if you are really men.
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50. Defeat him with his pride to restrain him fro/n 
straying (further) so as (to return) to truth and 
exaltation.

5 1. Martyrdom in the cause of safeguarding truth is not 
(the type of) death we should be afraid of; it is

1U0
(instead) life.

52. Reciprocate the enemies' attack in two folds by 
forcing them to gulp the bitter drink (which serves as) 
a deterrent to transgressors.

53. If a man fights for a just cause, he would not be 
afraid of death if need be.

5Jp. Why should a man not die for an ever lasting glory
and (instead) give preference to livinr with ignominy, 
spite and grief?

55. Is there any shame in the death of a man to uphold 
dignity, of the lofty ideal?

56. Is life worthwhile for free men well-known for 
their advancement (in civilization) to live with 

Satan?
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t

57. Please, knock the doors in all aspects so as to 
achieve exaltation and glory in the circle of 
(respectable) people.

58. If the door is locked, break it with force and 
summon courage to withstand the oppressor.

59. Why should you not since there is nothing impossible 
in the world except creation (of a life); that (alone) 
is not (possible).

60. We should therefore open the door of hope and lock 
the door of despair if we are on guidance.

6 1. Know that suffering in this world is but prolonged 
by anxiety about our fate.

62. But if we are patient and hopeful with determination 
(to succeed), comfort would come fast our way.

63. Tariq of'ours was a bold, great (leader) who had 
succeeded due to his holding the cord of hope for 
(a long) time.

61̂ . He got from the Spaniards what he hoped for in form 
of glory that would ever remain indelible.
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65. The decadence of Islam came after (the zenith, of) 
its glory because its adherents did not attach 
importance to war.

66. This worldly life of ours is but war in essence 
going on continuously against misfortune.

67. If those with intelligence carefully consider this 
worldly abode of ours, they would clearly see the 
manifestation of war.

68. Why should that not be since there is nothing in this 
world except that it lives by attacking (other things).

69. Many a plant feed on other (plants); there are also 
trees that destroy other (trees).

70. We see some plants like lions that feed on meat and 
also trees that grow at the expense of others.

71. Does the water-consuming tree not launch attacks 
on water which thereby becomes exhausted?

72. Even there are conflicts between the speaking
animals to ensure continuous dominion (over one another).

73. The disagreement between them has started from the
-  11±1 time of Adam and, as such, it will ever remain. ^
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7k» You will see that a child may take his father as 
an enemy without any just cause.

75. Many a friend are uhfaithful to their friends 
because of so trivial affairs which make them give 
vent to their desires.

76. Do the easy-going people command any respect among 
men? But the hard-hearted, aggressive ones do.

77. Do people fear him who is soft except the one who 
is firm and lofty-minded?

78. Truth is never brought to the light of guidance 
without the use of sword and spear.

79. There is nothing good in what Gandhi said when 
advocating non-violent (approach to issues); this

1I4.2
opinion of his is an insult to those on guidance.

80. Why should it not be as such? Did Gandhi proffer 
any solution that would bring peace and tranquility 
back to the land?

81. When the Creator of man says in His revelation
1J

that you are all enemies (of one another) for ever.
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82. Thus, the one who is soft by nature would be 
unjustly squeezed as if he were a non-living creature.

and
83. And never be you dry^ stiff; he who is like that 

would be broken so horribly and destroyed.

814.. Patience with complacence in the earth without the 
use of the sword is an exercise in futility.

85. Is peace ever achieved without the use of its 
(sword's) edge ? Is the non-conformist ever rest­
rained except with the sword?

86. Oh my peopleJ take good care of your sword; there
is no friend more trust-worthy than the sharp sword.

87. If it dawns upon the evil-doer that his death 
is imminent when he intends to commit havoc, he 
would refrain.

88. You should therefore punish the oppressor seriously 
and check his evil with (the) sword when he 
transgresses.

89. You should as such note that (total) forbearance 
would be useless except when it is partially put 
to use with the hope (for success).
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90 Otherwise, there is no advantage in forbearance; 
it is a calamity to use it where it is not appropriate.

91. This opinion of mine does not mean that we should 
be wicked and oppress people aggressively. .

92. But there is no justification for not (feeding my 
advice) if failure to use the sword would be 
tantamount to weakness.

93. Thus, what I am preaching in form of courage and 
valiance is to uphold truth and justice not for any 
other purpose.

9ip- Justice will not be firmly established if there is 
no provision for bringing offenders to book for 
(their) crimes.

95. Nobody would be recognised to be great (in' authority) 
if he is weak and cannot punish the offender.

96. If we hope to be given our full recognition, we 
should'embark on the provision of arms generally 
e^d nothing else.

97. Our equipment mentally with arms would be in form 
of education and good conduct; such is the light 
that provides guidance.
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98. We should not forget (self) defence against the 

enemies first with the sharp edges of swords and 
later with knowledge and guidance,

99. The emphasis laid on my opinion with respect to 
preparation for war is compulsory for everybody 
who hopes for rising in esteem.

100. But if we do not hope to rise from degradation, we 
could afford to be deep in slumber.

101. We should then reject what I have recommended 
totally and keep it at arm's length.

102. We could therefore live in disgrace like animals 
and groan under exploitation and in grief.

103. Islam would never Bise if we lose our honour, it 
would apparently be retarded by our base situation.

101).. Our Qur'an would command no respect nor be of any 
use whatsoever if we descend so low.

105. The Holy Qur'an Invites us to glory through 
Jihad in any cause that might lead to the peak 
(of glory).

106. It keeps us away from ignominy in life by properly 
equipping the army or resisting the enemies.
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107.. I have explained in the discussions above the 
various groups of women's army.

108. The most important of what we need from our army 
is to be strong and firm, not to be soft-hearted.

109. They should be in various groups as I have 
explained -"“infantry, mounted guards and drivers.

110. And the group (in charge of) the armoured cars, 
cannons or bombs or those to fire rifles in the 
war.

111. And those carrying swords or spies to reveal the 
(enemies') mines, and defenders overlooking the 
enemies' movement.

112 * The navy and the air-force ere essential for us 
to establish the nation of glory.

113. We should have those to disguise and hide their 
identity to study (their) commandments.

114. All our commanders should give the impression that 
they are capable, loud-voiced and effective in 
attacks.

115. But (all this should be in the cause) of righteousness, 
good intention, justice and fairplay to everybody 
based on guidance.
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1 1 6 . Expenses of war should be granted autonomy free 
from all interference from us.

117. They (soldiers) should exclusively and independently 
mint their money so that we may reap the fruits
as anticipated.

1 1 8 . We would thus have soldiers, strong, loyal to us 
and well-skilled in wayfare.

119. I beseech my Lord for assistance, victory and 
guidance to achieve my hope as desired.

3.^.3. Comments

Tariq was the first Muslim to conquer Spain in 
circumstances that would have dampened the spirit of any 
uncommitted commander. Realising the heavy loss of lives 
and property that would be the lot of Muslims should victory 
elude them, he addressed the 7,000 strong army calling their 
attention to their precarious situation. He told them 
bluntly in lines I to 2l+ that it was only their commitment 
and ability to endure that could see them through to a 
decisive victory because the enemies were placed at the 
vantage position being at their base with easy access to 
their needs and wants. Therefore no time should be wasted
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if onlv to avoid hunger and Setting stranded. Procrastination 
being the thief of time, he urged them to summon courage 
quickly. He warned against despair. They should act in 
good time so as to achieve victory.

As a war commander leading an exemplary life, Tariq 
assured the rank and file of his army that he was part and 
parcel of them, bound to partake of their success and failure. 
It was therefore his responsibility to contribute his quota 
to the realisation of the objective for which the war was 
being prosecuted. In fact, he was to blaze a trail for 
them to follow.

He alerted them of the evil and danger inherent in 
shirking collective responsibilities at the battle-field 
in favour of selfish ends. If every soldier is solely 
concerned about his personal safety, the enemies will 
find it easy to penetrate and root them out. A house 
divided against itself is already demolished. Broomsticks 
are easily broken when separated but, having formed a 
bundle,they give tough resistance.

Although he was the commander, Tariq was frank enough 
to say that he might die in the war like any other person 
(lines 3k and 35). But his death should be taken like that
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of an ordinary soldier in such a way that their morale 
would not be weakened. The collective success is more 
important and greater than infividualistic safety. The 
struggle should be carried on till success eventually 
comes.

From line 38 to 61̂ , the poet gives what can be taken 
for his comment and observations on Tariq's sermon high­
lighting the lessons derivable from it. Emulating the 
shining example of Tariq, we should constitute ourselves 
into a military society committed to enforce the will of 
Allah on earth and to uphold dignity of man. To do any­
thing short of this is tantamount to failure to discharge 
the responsibility assigned to us which in turn leads to 
"disgrace and grief".

The poet goes further in lines Ijij. to L}6 to say that 
people should be taken and treated for what they are.

Peace-loving gentlemen should be accorded full 
recognition and respect, while trouble-makers should be 
put in check. To ensure this kind of fairplay, efforts 
should be made to understand the conduct of every 
individual to deal with. Appearance is sometimes deceptive.
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Extra care must be taken not to fall victims of "the cunning
/

fox" and "the pisonous viper" although they appear innocent 
and harmless.

In accordance with the requirement of Islam, we should 
spare no energy to make sure that tyranny, injustice and 
other social vices are exterminated once and for all in 
our midst.

It should be borne in mind that uneasy lies the 
head that wears the crown. Meritorious as the struggle 
ggainst vices is, it is fraught with difficulties and 
dangers to life and property. Before one volunteers to 
take part in the struggle,one should be prepared for what­
ever comes out of it. If death comes, one should not be 
taken aback or demoralised. This is because death is not 
avoidable. What matters is the purpose for which one has 
died. Since this cause is for justice and fairplay, one 
should be happy and joyous for having been favoured by it. 
This is martyrextom in its^g^istine purity. Any Muslim 
who is worth his salt should/be scared by it .

Having ralised the above, one becomes dissatisfied 
with living in Servitude and under the control of others.
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It is then that one makes concerted efforts in the best 
possible form to cast away the shackles without being 
discouraged by lack or insufficiency of resources or 
wherewithal. To lament over one's fate without any practical 
step is but useless. Determination, on the other hand, is 
the key to success. Equipped with it, Tariq achieved a 
resounding victory over the Spaniards and history will 
ever remember him for that.

In a pitiful mood the poet in line 65 recalls the 
present situation of Islam the v/orld over after its past 
glories and rosy achievements. The factor mainly responsible 
for this is the failure of Muslims to attach enough importance 
to war.

This life is sustained on the principle of struggle.
This is rather philosophically proved by the Shaykh when 
he asserts that every living organism continues to exist 
by attacking some others. He cites the example of plants 
that feed on others and those that consume water and other 
minerals in the soil. Even human beings are rot exempted.
They are ever engaged in struggles to dominate one another 
and this dates back to our prime progenitor, Adam. This 
accounts for the situation wherebya son takes up arms against 
his father, and friends against one another.
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of the foregoing, it is natural to laud and 

commend those who actively take part in the struggle and 
condemn the fence-sitters.

The poet outright condemns Mahatma Gandhi's
method of "non-violent cooperation" to secure freedom from
foreign domination. It is however ironical that he died
as a result of a violent attack on him by a Hindu nationalist

11+1+
on January 30, 191+8. This shows that to abstain from

not
armed struggle doeg^necessarily check violence. That is 
why Gandhi has been taken to task for having failed to put 
forward a cogent solution to J world crisis.

Lines 82 to 8i+ call for moderation in action. One 
should not be too soft or too hard. This is in line with 
keeping "the golden mean" as Muslims are urged to do in

11+5
the Ck;sr,‘en, They should not overdo things.

Our man proceeds to highlight the world of difference 
between proper application of force and complacent acquiscence.

While the former helps to curb excesses of the aggressive, 
the latter worsens the situation because acts of aggression 

will continue to be perpetrated further on. That is why 
misplaced forbearance is aptly described as a "calamity".

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



To avoid probable misconception, the author takes 
time off to explain himself more clearly. He says in 
lines 91 to 96 that force should not be applied for 
ulterior motives. The ultimate aim should be to uphold 
truth and justice. Had there been any other means of 
bringing belligerent offenders to book other than by 
force, the poet could have preferred it. But experiencecl a
has shown that force is necessary to/certain degree for 
maintaining law and order in the society. Otherwise, there 
will be chaos as the strong will always oppress and 
exploit the weak with impunity.

In lines 97 and 9B, the poet calls attention back to 
the enormous roles to be played by education cnd moral 
upbringing in the struggle against aggression. According 
to the author^an uneducated person is the worst enemy 
of himself. He destroys himself while he thinks he makes 
his life better. Nevertheless, this mental preparation 
must be complemented by the physical alertness as the 
direct instrument for the change. One should pay adequate 
attention to these aspects of self-preparation if one is 
serious about one's future and would not like to concede 
one's sovereignty to any power, no matter how great.
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Warning against failure to heed the foregoing, the 
Shaykh symbolically describes dangers that may resultt
from such. There would be widespread dominion and 
exploitation, the victims having been dehumanised,
Islam being most treasured by Muslims will be held in 
contempt and the Qur'an divested of its sanctity and 
authority. That is the worst Muslims can ever suffer 
as witnessed, although sympathetically, nowadays.
This is nothing but the aftermath of utter desregard 
for the commands of the Qur'an as the code of conduct 
handed down by Allah for His righteous servants. The 
situation will continue to be the same unless somebody 
somewhere champions the course back to the Qur'an and 
its teachings.

From line 108 downward, the poet goes back to 
the formation and function's of the armed forces with 
particular reference to the service women. He recommends 
division of army into "infantry, mounted guards, drivers 
and artillery". There should also be intelligence 
agents, A mention is also made of the navy and the air­
force, As a clarification, the poet reminds that the 
forces must be mobilised for righteousness and fairplay.
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In conclusion, he recommends that the armed forces 
should be financially autonomous. This is probably 
to avoid logistic problems. He even goes to the extent 
of allowing them to mint money, but this cannot be 
catered for in the modern system of State administration 
which exclusively assigns that responsibility to the 
State or Central Bank. The piece is brought to an end 
with the prayer for Allah’s support to the Shaykh to 
enable him to realise his "hope".
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NOTES AND REFERENCES TO CHAPTER I I I

/
'Ali, A.Y. The Holy Qur'an - Text, Translation 
and Commentary (Washington, D.C., The Islamic 
Centre, 1978) p. 1523.

The Holy Qur'an 59: 9.

Ibid 1j.: 36 and 37.

Husain, S.A. The Book of Thousand Lights 
(India, Islamic Research and Publications, 1978) 
p. 102.

Ibid, p. 107

The MS reads with the Alif al-Wasl. This is 
grammatically wrong. The alif should not be there. 
See Wright, W.A. Grammar of Arabic Language 
(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1977)
Vol. 1 pp. 2l+8 to 214-9.

T^eMS reads which is wrong because the word
is Mudaf. The definite article should be dropped
to read '-r~>

The MS reads There should be no shaddah on-J*

is wrongly vocalised in the Ms to read 
The metre is polluted in the first hemistich of 
this line. This may be corrected by adding

the suffix O
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10 L_*JI. In the MS it is written instead of &

11. In the MS it is statedo-f-*̂  3 ̂  instead U>j j which
conforms with the metre and gives a better meaning 
because it is in the pural form.

12. The original word in the Ms is replaced in
the Shaykh's hand.

13. The author takes the poetic lisence here to 
suppress the final Hamzah. See Wright, W. op. cit. 
Vol. II p. 376.

11;. The metre is polluted here. The mim ending 
and f^n^ought to bear a long vowel each.

1 5 . F o r ^ 1̂  to maintain the metre.

16. Instead of as required by Arabic Grammar.

17. The MS, reads: j___ . ______ J, vljijl, jjjl ^

18. The MS reads' %  instead of r-— !> The alter­
native fits in well in the context as a particle
of the jussive.

- 175-

19 Or to maintain the metre .
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20. Instead of o*-***'- or because it ought to
be in the plural fora*

. > rjl
2 1# The MS: reads J instead  ̂j to keep the

metre and give an appropriate meaning.

22. For & J*' to maintain the metre.

25. The MS reads in stead of to maintain
the metre as the mim ending the word now carries 
a long vowel.

24-. The nS reads instead of J •"*" •

25. The nS states instead of -to keep
to the conventional way of writing in Arabic.

26. In the MS it is written ojjJX) which pollutes 
the metre.

27. In *the MS it is pu1\y-l»*>̂ Jthu3 wrongly. making the
noun" doubly defined. Thus has been
substituted.

28. The word "Allah" is retained in this work as 
the proper name of the Supreme Being in Arabic. 
It is not used to refer to any deity. It has
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been assimilated, into English. But words like 
llilahllQ ^ llrahb11 are translated as "god"an<£ "lord" 
respectively.

I feel that "Ilorin" has been used only as a 
symbol for the whole nation. This is in view of 
the fact that many of the prevailing circumstances 
needing urgent attention identified in Ilorin 
were common with other towns and villages throug- 
out the country particularly in the late forties 
when the work is assumed to have been completed.
In addition, many of the author's recommendations 
better apply to the nation as a whole particularly 
in the areas of internal security against external 
aggression, policy on education, foreign entrepre­
neurship, etc. This practice is said to have 
been used by Aristotle as pointed out by Lang, A. 
in his Introduction to Aristotle's Politics thus:

...But all Aristotle's thought is 
conditioned by the existence of the 
city, which had so powerful an 
attraction for the Greeks, and 
which, within its narrow bounds, 
could actually school them in 
morality, and in the spiritual life.
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To do this is, of course, beyond, 
the power of a national government,' 
and thus Aristotle's ideas are in 
a different plane from that 
occupied by modern speculation.

Aristotle's Politics (The Text of Bekker) (London,
Longmans, Green and Co. 1877) p. 17•

30. Literally, "he who intends (something) gains it"

31. Literally, "....  whenever it appears."

32. That is, Allah.

33. That this line does not make a complete sense 
.is a defect technically named Tadmlro or Tatmim.
(ersjambement) See Wright, W. Op. Cit. p. 357.

34. Or, " Are we in retrogression?"

35. See the Qur'an 12: 35.

36. Although patriotism "is fully compatible with 
Islam", nationalism is not accommodated because 
it allegedly tends to alienate citizens of 
various nations from one another. For further 
clarification of the difference between them 
with respect to Islam, refer to Rosenthal, E.I.J. 
Islam in the Modern National State (Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1965) pp. 65 and 66
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37* Sharif, M.M. A History of Muslim Philosophy,
(Wiesbaden, Otto Harrossowitz, 1963) p. 963.

38. Ibid p. 1487.

39. Ibid p. 638.

40. The Holy Qur’an 2: 247 recommends that a good
leader should possess "vast knowledge and strong 
physique." However, Hadith stipulates other 
qualities such as selflessness, kindness,, simplicity, 
accessibility, piety, consideration for others in 
assessing taxes and upholding people's fundamental 
rights. See ^Ali, M.M. A Manual of Hadith (Lahore, 
The Ahmadiyyah Anjuman Isha'at Islam, n.d.) pp. 392 —

11 408 and The Religion of Islam by the same 
author and publisher (1973) pp. 625 -"634.

41. The Holy Qur'an testifies to this in chapter 9: 111.

42. Asad, M. The Principles of State and Government
• ~~

in Islam, (Gibraltar, Dar al-Andalus, 1980) p. 70.

42. In the ft?, it is written o—t r instead o:fV>"^ as
<

in the edited text. The latter fits in the 
context semantically and grammatically.
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A noun followed by a relative pronoun in Arabic 
is usually with the definite article. However, 
the author seems to have preferred keeping the 
metre to the grammatical consideration.

The l'iS reads '^instead of as in the
text. The latter is preferred because it accords 
with the metre.

The ms reads * *  ̂ instead of'^-^in the text.
The latter helps to maintain the metre.

*
Instead ofOA/^in the fts . I suggest 
because the meaning of the former does not fit 
in well in the context, unlike the latter.

The nS reads instead of This is
apparently a mistake because the subject is 
masculine.

The metre of this hemistich is polluted.
I may suggest: L— -***>•— * ^ ^ V*

i-sL. UJ
The MS reads L.L.*.Hwhich pollutes the metre as
the text shows.

The Ms r e a d s w h i c h  makes no meaning. It 
ought to have read «-A-»because it is meaningful 
and conforms with the metre.
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52. It reads instead of t a s  in the text
which is meaningful and conforms with the metre.

53. The IfS reads instead of because there
is no cause for adding the last ya.

54. This is Napoleonj Bonaparte* (1769-1821 C.E), 
Emperor of France. He was born at Ajaccio, 
Corsica

...and received a commission in 
the artillery in 17 8 5* and first 
distinguished himself at the 
siege of Tehran in 1973 
...Having suppressed a royalist 
rising in Paris in 1795> he 
received the command against 
the Australians in Italy, and 
by his victories at Lodi, Arcole 
and Rivoli (1796-7 )» compelled 
them to make peace ... he died 
and was buried in 1821. His 
body was reintered in the Hotel 
des invalides paris, in 1840.

Horsley, E.M. (ed.) The New Hutchinson 20th
Century Encyclopedia, (London, Hutchinson & Co.
Ltd'., 1977) PP. 892 - 3.

53. Born at Braunauam-Inn, in Austria by a customs 
official, Adolf Hitler lived between 1889 and 
1945. He spent his early years in poverty in 
Vienna and Munich. He served as a volunteer in 
the German army during the First World War and 
was later employed as a spy by the military
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authorities in Munich, and in 1919 joined in 
this capacity the German Workers Party, founded 
by Anton Drexler. Having assumed the Party's 
leadership by 1921, he renamed it the National 
Socialist German Workers' Party, provided with a 
programme. Succeeding Hinderbung in 1934 as 
Head of State, with the title Fuehrer, Hitler 
pulled Germany out of the League of Nations 
conscribed people into the army and occupied 
Rhineland in 1936. By 1939, he had annexed the 
whole of Czechoslovakia. He married Eva Braun on 
29, April, 1949 in the Reichschancellery only to 
commit suicide with the new wife on the follow­
ing day. They were both destroyed by burning 
See Ibid pp. 892 - 3.

56. Born in 1879, Stalin was in exile in Siberia 
between 1913 and 19 17 when the revolution took 
place. He became a member of the Communist 
Party's political bureau, and sat on the committee 
which directed the November revolution. He was 
later appointed Commissar for Nationalities 
in the Soviet government and was responsible for 
the decree granting equal rights to all people of

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



the Russian Empire. Re held various commands 
during the civil wars and distinguished himself 
by his defence of Tsaritsam (now Volgrograd) 
against the "Whites". Having contributed immensely 
to the Soviet strategy during the Second World War, 
he was awarded the rank of marshal of the Soviet 
Union in 1943 and that of generalissimo in 1945.
He died in 1953. For further details, see Ibid 
p. 1177.

All attempts to identify this personality in the 
history of Rome in particular and in the World 
history in general proved abortive.

Ataturk, Mustafa Kemal Pasha was a Turkish
statesman and soldier. Born at Salonika, the son
of a customs official, he distinguished himself at
a military academy. For greater details see Ibid
p. 89.•
All efforts to identify this personality in the 
history of Pakistan proved abortive. The Shaykh 
might have mistaken Egypt for Pakistan or something 
is wrong with the poem.
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60. Asad M. op. cit. p. ?2.
* . »

61. Ibid

62. Ibid p. 73.

63. Ibid

64. Husaini, S.A.Q. Arab Administration (Lahore, Sh. 
Muhammad Ashraf, 1970) p. 156.

65. Ibid pp. 155 - 6 .

6 6. The Holy Qur'an 22: 39 - 40.

67. The Qur'an 2: 190.

68. 'Ali, op. cit. p. 84.

69. The MS, reads instead of because the
word is meaningless.

70. The MS reads f-* which pollutes the metre.
The correct word should b ^-V^to conform with 

0

the metre.

71.

72.

The MS reads instead of to conform with 
the metre.

L • >"*~*~*The MS readflertrJ^instead of />-***to maintain the metre.

77>, The IiS reads
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The MS reads * jL_*which is apparently a mistake
as the demonstrative adjective preceding it

the
necessitates its being with^definite article.

75. The MS reads Cr* I prefer J *̂*’'* ‘-^because it 
fits in well in the context and accords with 
the metre.

76. The MS reads^y1*^^ which pollutes the metre.
It might have read ^^because of the metre.

7 7 . The MS reads instead of to maintain 
the metre.

7 8. The MS reads f”*-***̂ instead of The latter is
better because it satisfies the demand of Arabic 
Grammar and prosody.

79. The mS reads o — ** instead of to maintain
the metre,

80. That is, Islam as opposed to al-Zulumat 
(darkness). See the Holy Quran 2: 257; 5: 5 and 
13: 16.

81* Prophet Sulaymin disagreed with Bilqis,

Prophet Musa fought against Fir^awn, and^Da’ud against

3alut. See the Qur’an 20: 1-7; 27: 20 - 44, and
2 : 251.
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39. Holy Qur’an 5: ?8.

83. 'Ali b. Abl Talib distinguished himself particu- 
larly in Badr war when he stepped out to meet one
of the great warriors of the Quraysh that challenged 
them in the preliminary single combats. He became 
the fourth Caliph.

84. ’Umar b. al-Khattab the second Orthodox Caliph but• t
the first person to earn the title of Amir al- 
Mu’minln (the Commander of the Faithful)

35.. Hamzah b. 'Abd al-Muttalib, an uncle of the
Prophet, fought gallantly in the Badr and Uhud wars. 
He was martyred in the latter part of 625 C.E.
(3 A.H.)

3 5. In reference to the Qur’an 9: 120; 48; 29 and 3: 119

3 7. Haykal, M.H. The Life of Muhammad, (translated by*
al-Faruqi, I.R.A) (Philadephia, North American 
Publications,1976) pp. 56 - 58*

88. pp. 152 - 153.

3 9. Nadwi, A.H.A. Islam and the World (India, Academy 
of Islamic Research & Publication's, 1979) p. 32.

' -  185 -

90 Ibid ,
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9 1 . The Holy Quran 5: ?8. Also see the Bible Matthew
2 3: 23 - 36.

92. The MS reads ^^-^-Sinstead because the
pronominal suffix, ya, is meaningless.

■9 3. The metre here is slightly polluted may be 
replaced with L*land^also modified.

9 4 . The MS reads instead of ■**̂"',J,to maintain the 

metre.

95* The '̂**> readA-4̂ aA^which pollutes the metre instead
of which fits in well in the context.

»
96. The MS read^L;*winstead of‘**',̂ V to maintain the metre.

9 7. The MS re ads*— instead of 4— '+J* to conform 
with the metre

98. The MS reads J-rf-* instead of as required by
Arabic Grammar.

9 9. For due to the poetic lisence to maintain
the metre.

100* The MS reads instead of because the
subject is masculine.

1 0 1 . The pig reads which is obviously wrong because 
of the following demonstrative adjective.
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102. The MS reads -Ŝ r'instead of because the subject
is masculine.

103. The MS reads instead of 4_____^  because that
will amount to double definition by being in the 
possessive case and having the definite article.

104. This noun has to be defined because of the 
following relative pronoun.

105. The MS reads  ̂ instead of ^ w h i c h  is the 
correct word,at least, in the context.

106. The MS reads instead of _*— ^  which is the 
correct word.

107. The MS reads j 1^1 instead of j [ t o  maintain 
the metre.

108. The MS r e a d s I  instead of e ' which is the 
correct word.

109. In the MS, jJLiu is wrongly vocalised*

110. The metre is also pulluted here . Nun may be
added to in the first hemistich to maintain
the metre.

111. The metre is polluted here also in the second
hemistich Nun can be added to to conform
with the metre.
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112. The metre seems faulty. <Ai here is a
contraction of . <  ,u>~* *

113. The metre.is polluted here also because the second 
tafcilah is not complete.

114. The MS reads ,̂ -Cjl instead of as it
is mudaf.

115. Or •6j .osc~uj instead of which the author

uses . Either is correct.

116. Or a^S-k«instead of a^f.^ which the author uses.
117. This hemistich originally reads:

aaj:. qj J c/’O"’ ' -i 3
118. Instead of ac. the author uses The author

omits the shaddah by the poetic lisence.
119. For 'jJSTl by the poetic lisence.
120. The Ms originally reads which seems

faulty.

121. The MS reads The first word should
have no definite article as Mudaf.

0

122. The MS reads U-cl instead of I which is
apparently a mistikeUNIV
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123.

124.

123.

126;

127..
,128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

The metre is polluted here.

The reads \jrbJ insteado-V which has a meaning. 
This noun should be without the definite article

The MS reads1̂ ^ *  instead of J*-*j which is 
grammatically correct.

The^S, readŝ s,"il which pollutes the metre because 
the second taf1 ilah is advei'sely affected.

The MS reads ^  instead of *>-by the poetic 
lisence.
The metre is slightly polluted here because the 
second taf’ilah is incomplete.

The nS reads instead of because the
noun is Mudaf.

The^S' reads in stead of The last £a
is unnecessary.
The# MS reads u^»J instead of y ~ ^  The ^a is also 
unnecessary.

The metre is polluted. The third taf’ilah is 
incomplete.

Instead of *£*■*'• ̂ there should be 4 * *~*t*

agree with the noun they qualify.
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135.

1%.

157.

158. 
159.

Tariq b Ziyad (d. c. 720) a 
general who led the first Muslim 
invasion of Spain with an army 
of 7»000 at Gibraltar. He 
defeated king Roderick's 
Visigoths near Rio Barbate and 
conquered Cordoba, Toledo, and 
other parts of the Iberian 
Peninsula. For greater details see

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica (Chicago, * *

Micropaedia, Helen Hemingway Benton, 1974-) Vol. IX 
P. 827.

Taghiyah is the title of the kings of Rome. It 
was probably given by the Arabs to other peoples. 
See Al-Munjid fi al-Lughah, (Lebanon, Dar el- 
Mashreq, 1973) p. 467.

He is saying here that his death should not force 
the army to surrender.

Qur'an 22: 41

* Nazi: (member) of the German
National Socialist Party founded 
by Hitler.

Horby A.S. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 
of Current English, (Oxford, O.U.P. 1984) p. 562.
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isa

140 4 

141.

142.

145'.
144.

145-

146.

Qur'an 2; 154.

This may refer to two instances --  the first
when Adam and Hawa' were expelled from al-Jannah 
as reported by the Qur'an chapter 2 verse 56.

The second instance may be when Qabil (Cain in 
the English Bible) murdered Habil (Abel) both 
being sons of Adam. This is also mentioned in 
the Qur'an chapter 5 verses 2? - 52.

Gandhi, Mohandas Karanchad (1869-1948): He was 
an Indian social and political leader as a result 
of which he earned the name Mahatma (Great soul). 
For details about his military activities , see 
Horseley E.M. (ed.) o£. cit pp. 554-535.

Holy Qur'an 2: 36.

Horsely o£. cit. p 

Holy Qur'an 2: 143.

Ibid 13: 11.UNIV
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C H A P T  E  R IV

SIGNIFICANCE of agriculture AND. COMMERCE TO 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE IN THE WORK

4.0.0. Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla is of the opinion that no 
nation can claim to be so politically independent as to 
safeguard its sovereignty if it does not enjoy a buoyant 
and stable economy. Such a nation is bound to be tied 
to the apron-strings of others on wnom it depends for 
its economic survival. This unfortunately does not 
augur well for the realisation of the rosy future that 
the man dreams of for his nation. Therefore, he now 
discusses steps to be taken to ensure a viable economy 
for the nation so as to avoid its falling a prey to the 
exploitative tendencies of other nations.

The Shaykh identifies two broad areas as deserving 
urgent attention for economic activities. The first is 
agriculture and the second commerce. Under the first, 
he talks about agriculture and rearing of livestock in 
order to produce enough for the nation's domestic needs 
and to earn auundant foreign reserves. While discussing 
commerce, the Shaykh suggests encouragement of trading 
activities by local and foreign businessmen. He also 
discusses crafts and arts.
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It cannot be ascertained why trie Shaykh has chosen 
to discuss these two aspects of the national economy.
He must have been • influenced by the colonial masters 
because

The two critical areas of the 
economy of Yorubaland in which 
the colonial authorities and 
British monopoly capital were 
most interested are agriculture 
and commerce... This invasion 
of the agricultural and commercial 
sectors of the Yoruba economy was 
of paramount importance as they 
accounted for the employment of 
virtually all the adult labour 
force in Yorubaland.l

One of the aims of the colonialists was to siphon 
resources from their colonies to boost their economy at 
home. One cannot allow this to continue after securing 
independence. It is this new orientation that does not 
allow us to swallow all the colonial policies line, hook 
and sinker. For instance, in the area of agriculture as 
will be seen presently in the Shaykh's discussions one 
should pay more attention to the motivation and encourage­
ment of farmers not only to sustain their interest in 
their chosen career but also to increase their productivity
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This is a clear departure from the colonial policy of 
exploiting farmers in various forms without allowing them to 

benefit maximally from the fruits of their labour.
In Yorubaland where cocoa was the main cash crop, the 
colonial masters did nothing to mechanise the system of 
farming. Thus, the level of productivity began to 
decline as the farmers grew older and older since they 
had to rely on their physical health and energy-consuming 
crude implements. The British had little or nothing 
to lose because of the limit that independence would 
put to their stay and authority. One cannot afford to 
be indifferent to the welfare of the farmers out of 
loyality to one's fatherland. The following are the 
views expressed by the Shaykh in this respect$

4.1.1. Administration of land and encouragement of 
farmers in preserving produce from wastage:

L
zx J  3oJs, yS L a

L*. iS — )
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4.1.2. Transiation:

1 . I will stretch my hand(s) to the land to administer 
and fertilize it to yield better harvest.

2. Most of it should be under the Government for 
(proper) care and fertilization (so as to have) a 
(good) harvest season.

3 . I will encourage agriculture and continuously 
struggle to avoid the evil of hunger.

4. We should establish a bank for the farmers to 
encourage them to progress in the profession of 
agriculture so as to harvest abundance.

5. Laws should be made concerning our uncultivated 
land (with) such (provisions to avoid) wasting it 
unnecessarily..

6 . (Pieces of) land under our authority and others 
alike should be summed up together to the (last) 
extent.

7. And nothing should be sold out of this harvest 
so as to achieve success as anticipated.
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8, It should be sold only with permission from the 
Government after it has seen that what remains is 
sufficient (for local consumption).

9. We should preserve it as provisions for all 
inhabitants; this is to protect them all against 
hunger.

10. We should establish an office for the harvest 
season to supervise and guide the people (to 
avoid) misfortune.

4.1.3. Comments;

The above lines discuss land use. The author says
that land should be allowed to be owned privately but the
Government may acquire parts of it in the over-all interest12
of the citizenry. Land is indispensable to the 
practice of agriculture. Prior to the advent of the 
colonialists and introduction of cocoa which was the 
dominant cash crop in Yorubaland, and which triggered 
off the lust for acquiring large expanses of land by 
those who had the economic ability, access to land was 
not a problem. Its tenure then was guided by the 
principle of "communal ownership, either by whole
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communities or extended families." This age-long 
custom had to give way to land speculation resulting in. 
concentration of much land area in few hands. Those who 
are poor but need land for farming have to shelve the 
idea or agree to be tenants mostly under severe 
conditions. To redress this imbalance , the Government 
may interfere by acquiring some land and sharing it out 
among those who genuinely need it particularly for 
agricultural purposes.

As a way of encouraging farmers, the Shaykh
recommends the establishment of banks specifically to

14finance agriculture. The 3ritish Banks (Barclays and
Standard), operating in the country in the colonial period,
were mainly to protect the interest of Britain. All
their activities,including their discriminatory loan
policies against the "natives"^were never intended to

15assist the ordinary peasant farmers. It is against this 
background that Shaykh Alikinla suggests the establishment 
of special banks of agriculture.

The suggestion of the Shaykh,that emphasis should 
be laid on food crops to avoid hunger even though cash

13
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crops should not be neglected is very significant.
This is to say that we should not starve just because
we want to feed others. Provision of food should be

16
the primary objective of our farming policy. In 
addition, the Government should monitor disposal of 
farm produce in such a way as to ensure adequate supply 
for local consumption. If these precautionary measures 
had been taken early enough one would not have experienced 
the current food shortages and prohibitive cost of food 
items.

The above views are important. Agriculture used 
to be the mainstay of Nigeria's economy until the time 
of oil boom which lured many people away from it.
Later there was oil glut all over the world with the 
resultant effect of disappointment and frustration. By 
the time the fault was detected, the whole nation had 
been subjected to untold hardships and social malaise.
One must have learnt the lesson that agriculture should 
top the list of the nation's priorities and be given 
proper attention it deserves.

4.2.1. Poultry:
III 1 I II . ••• Cl I I- 1 ---- - ■*) L-y* L-* jj j 1— *

i
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4.2.2. Translation;
 ̂ We should keep poultry and rear cattle as pastime 

to raise (the level of) civilization.

2. Selling of both poultry birds and sheep should be 
with the permission of the (appropriate) senior 
official if he sees that there are enough.

3. It is forbidden to sell the females of cattle and 
those of the poultry birds as well.

4. We should specially set up a board for cattle concerned 
with raising the standard (of rearing them).

>• An office will be charged with collecting money
accruing therefrom; it will^be equally responsible
for payment and distribution.
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6 . And a market (to be established) for cows will 
receive such attention from us as to make the 
cattle rearers gain more.

That will be (done) by encouraging all the cowmen 
by giving them inspirations and attracting them 
from far away.

8. We should add it (i.e. the market) to those under 
our control in preparation for the period of 
harvest.

4.2.5* Comments:

In pursuance of the objective of ensuring food for 
all, the Shaykh discusses poultry and livestock farming. 
According to him, no bird or cattle should be sold or 
exported unless there are enough for local consumption 
and even then only males should be disposed of apparently 
to boost production. This view seems to be outdated now 
particularly with reference to poultry. By enriching the 
feeds, the modern poultry farmer needs not keep male birds 
before reproduction takes place. However, since the 
ultimate aim of the Shaykh is to enhance production 
of chicken, his suggestion may take the form of improving 
the quality and quantity of the feeds made available at 

affordable prices.
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The Shaykh goes further to call for concerted 
efforts to encourage cattle rearing. This should be 
done by setting up a board Charged with the responsibility 
of overseeing the various aspects of the profession with 
a view to making it attractive and lucrative. He also 
recommends establishment of special markets where cattle 
alone will be concentrated upon. ,/ith such encouragement 
from the Government, the herdsmen's interest in their 
occupation will be sustained.

4.3.1. Protection of farmers' money:
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4:3.2. Translation:

1. We should after that bring from far distances 
elderly men of fame and wealth.

2. To provide us with what tney have in form of commoditie
Thus, we will prosper and benefit from (their)

26
generosity.

3« We should make a law for all our youth guiding them 
to limit their expenses and avoid excesses.

4. If they obey the law they should have savings; 
otherwise, they should be compelled to take to 
guidance.

5. We should encourage them to be experts in their 
profession so that the country could rise up with 
them in esteem.

6. We should appeal to the immigrants to obey our laws
so that they could enjoy a fruitful stay.•

7* We should impose a tax on those resident (in the
country) such as settled workers and those intending 
(to do so).UNIV
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4.3»3. Comments:

Giving suggestions on how to protect "the farmer's 
money", the Shaykh talks generally on how to arouse and 
stimulate people's interest in savings. This may be as 
a result of having farming as the chief and, probably, 
the most lucrative occupation particularly at the time 
of writing the poem, . Otherwise, it is more appropriate 
to put this piece under another title Such as generation 
of funds for commercial enterprises.

The suggestions are broadly three. The first is to 
attract the attention of well-to-do private individuals 
to pool resources together in partnership to establish 
business or grant loans to the government. The second 
is encouragement of citizens generally to save parts of 
their income and to avoid extravagance. A law may be 
enacted to enforce this if need be. Imposing taxes on 
the people of various occupational callings resident in 
the country either as citizens or aliens is the third 
avenue.

Impressive as the above discussion is, some 
important sources of funds for commercial purposes 
which have almost, if not totally, become indispensable
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to our economic development are left out. They include 
banks, insurance companies and other financial institutions 
at national and international levels. It should be 
noted however that if judged according to the require­
ments of Islam, the Shaykh may have deliberately avoided 
mentioning them because of the interest on their loans 
which Islam forbids.

4.4. Commerce:

Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla appreciates the immense 
contributions that; commerce makes to the economic 
development of the country. Thus he expresses some 
views on the various aspects of commerce including 
encouragement of traders and investors, national 
economy and foreign entrepreneurship as well as trades.
His views are as follows:

-.4.1. Organisation of traders and protection of their money:
►
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4.4.2. Translation:

1 . I will draw comprehensive programmes for the 
traders to save money for future use.

2. We should specialise some banks for their accounts 
to save money and grant them loans.

3. We should also establish for the people a bank to 
provide for them if they intend investment in 
business for (over-all) development.

4. I will thereafter make frantic efforts to strengthen 
the cord of friendship and love*

5* We should open (the) door to (foreign) traders on a 
new policy so that we may be free from misfortune.

6. We should admonish them to preserve part of their 
food as savings set aside for future.

7* We should put (such savings) under the care of the 
produce office to save money for the winter season*

8. When the fruit of our keeping poultry and livestock
be

farming becomes ripe, we should/better off according 
to expectation.
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9. We should send it to every person interested in 
buying it from us with an arrangement, • clear as 
daylight.

4.4.3. Comments:

The Shaykh recommends that traders should be
encouraged to save enough capital to run their businesses.
Commercial banks should also be established to aid traders
in granting them loans ostensibly free of interest charges
except the banks are in partnership with the entrepreneurs
in which case both losses and gains will be shared

40
proportionately.

Foreign businessmen should be allowed to take part 
in commercial activities. But this should be on the 
condition that they will not do anything that might 
jeopardise the national economy by diverting resources 
illegally to their home-countries. To forestall this, 
they should be compelled to keep part of their savings 
here.

Trading is a legitimate business in Islam provided 
that relevant rules and regulations are strictly adhered to.UNIV
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The measures should he in full and there should dot be 
hoarding.of goods in such a way as to create artificial
scarcity.^ Done in the prescribed manner, trading is

' i\2not.only permitted in Islam but is also encouraged. 
4,5.1. Organisation of foreign traders and protection 

of the country against their interference;
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4 * 5.2. Translation :
1. ;/e should welcome all the Arab traders; those from 

Damascus and Egyptians (should be allowed to) have gains.
2. The Lebanese among them should lead a comfortable life in 

our midst; so-also the Iraqi, like others, should (be fret 
to have gains.

5. We should welcome (the citizens of) all Arab countries; 
the Saudi among them and the.Jordanian.
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The Palestinian among them, nay all the Middle 
East and other places such as large and small 
countries.

5. ',Ve should welcome those from the F*ar East; so also 
those from the Ear West i.e. Morocco.

6 . Our welcoming them should be based on the conditions 
of Islamic brotherhood (aimed at) mutual assistance 
for progress.

7. We should make a law for everybody that comes to us 
(from abroad), the Arabs and non-Arabs among them 
being treated the same way.

8. They have no right to interfere in our government 
except with respect to (the duties) of consulate 
(or) embassy.

4.5*3. Comments:
In the above lines, the Shaykh urges the nation to

p

allow foreign entrepreneurs particularly from the Arab 
World to take part in the national economy. His special 
concern for the Arabs may be due to the religion he shares 
with them. This is brought to light when he says that 
giving this facility to the foreigners "should be based 
on the conditions of Islamic brotherhood". Despite this,
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the facility should not exclusively be reserved for 
the Arab businessmen alone. Other nationals may be 
allowed if they are ready to abide by the rules and 
regulations. However, precaution should be taken that 
those enjoying the facility do not use the Government’s 
kind gesture to interfere in the political administration 
of the country. This ugly situation should never be 
allowed to . arise.

The Lebanese and Syrians played important roles in 
the pre-Independence economy of Nigeria. Their impact 
was felt in the marketing of export products which consisted 
mainly of cash crops, and in opening shops in large 
cities where imported textile materials, electronics, 
shoes, bags etc were sold. A few of them also prospected

45
for alluvial gold and tin. Despite these significant
roles, these foreign traders are alleged not to have made 

. H 46
"much direct capital investment in Nigeria. It may
not be fair,however>to make this allegation without
bearing in mind the social and infrastructural facilities
available in the country at the time, and the tense situation
of international politics culminating in the first and
Second World wars. Commerce and trade can thrive only
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where there are necessities of life and political 
stability.

Another area where the Lebanese and Syrians 
contributed to the development of Nigerian economy was 
in their attitude to their business. They exhibited 
that sense of cooperation among themselves to help one 
another from being mere retailers and middlemen to 
become major exporters and importers. They also 
identified themselves with their Nigerian customers 
by learning local languages and customs. They thus 
became more acceptable to the people than the Europeans. 
They must have thus influenced those Nigerians who took 
over from them particularly after Independence when the 
policy of indigenisation was embarked upon. It is 
probably in recognition of these roles of theirs that 
major commercial streets are named after them in large 
c i t i e s . .

It is pertinent to observe here that although the 
Shaykh recommends allowing foreigners to contribute to 
the progress and stability of our economy, he cautions 
that we should not allow them to dominate us.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



214

The only way to achieve this is to work hard, and to 
provide our needs locally as much as possible. It is 
only in such areas that we need a helping hand that their 
services may be necessary. If this warning had been 
heeded, we would not have fallen into the current 
economic problem. We would have known that any country 
relying entirely on importations for virtually all its 
needs is perpetually at the mercy of those who provide 
for it. It is not independent although the imperialists 
may not be physically ruling it. Thus we would have 
harnessed our vast human, agricultural, mineral and other 
resources in the interest of all and sundry.

4.6.1. Crafts and craftsmen:

Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla is of the opinion that we 
cannot do without technical arts to have a virile 
economy. He says
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4.6.2. Translation:

1. Our craftsmen should be encouraged in all aspects 
so that they can pleasantly continue with their 
crafts.

2. We should arouse their interest in enjoying 
weaving cloth since it will enable us to rise up.

3. We should accord them the honour due to our ruler; 
the Government should equally do the same.

4. There should be prizes for the genius among them 
if he brings about new things.

59
3. That may be by weaving cloth of high quality which

is more impressive than what has been previously seen.

6. He should be accorded recognition and encouraged 
to progress in inventing and producing what he 
wishes.
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7. There should be a minister urging them to be more 

active in designing (various kinds of) cloth they wish.

8. We should offer assistance to those who intend to 
carry out experiments within the limit allowed by 
(modern) civilization.

9. We should, as planned, set up a tate bank giving 
assistance,to them.

10. We should consider along with them all other 
professionals if they show determination to rise up.

11. By resolving to produce something that may earn us 
utmost glory among people.

12. V/e should really encourage them, without pretending, 

to advance freely since they are on the right course.

13. Our youth! proceed therefore on the right path which 
I expect will lead you to greatness.

14. Why not (do so) since we shall never rise if you
9continue to wallow in backwardness and indolence; 

that is certainly a misfortune.

15. (Allah) the Beneficent and the nation at large 
will appreciate your efforts if you can be obedient 
and dedicated.
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4.6.3. Comments :

The importance of technology to national development 
is paramount in the mind of the Shaykh. It is the 
realisation of this fact that has made current Government 
in Nigeria lay more emphasis on science and technology in 
its educational policy. In the past, we have been 
implementing the colonial system of education which had 
been fashioned to suit the colonial needs. The result of 
this is the mass production of graduates nunuing for white 
collar jobs which are, of course, not forthcoming. To 
correct, the imbalance, the Government has enriched the 
secondary school syllabus to include technical subjects 
so that the products can use their hands after their 
graduation. Shaykh Alikinla has foreseen this situation 
about five decades ago.

He recommends that due recognition should be given
to technologists, craftsmen, artistsjetc. They should
also be encouraged not only with financial assistance

60
but also by arousing their interest in creativity.
This may be done by organising competitions in form of 
exhibitions, organising tradefairs, workshops etc and the
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winners receiving handsome prizes. This will go a
long way to keep on those who are already in the professions
and to entice others.

To ensure that adequate attention is given to the 
professionals, a ministry should he established charged 
with the responsibility of making provisions for them.
It should specifically grant aids to those who want to 
experiment projects. To facilitate this, a bank should 
be established purposely to finance such projects.
Thus lack of money will not be an impediment to the 
realisation of any ambition no matter how lofty.

While concluding the Shaykh calls on the youth to 
take up the challenge. They should leave no stone 
unturned to ensure that their country becomes one to 
reckon with in the comity of nations. They should 
avoid indolence, insubordination and recklessness.
Rather they should be had-working, diligent and self- 
disciplined. It is by so doing that they can make their 
nation great and a pride. Having achieved the feat, they 
will be held in high esteem with commendation from all 
their fellow-citizens. Even Allah will reward them
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abundantly in appreciation of their selfless services
clbecause He "loseth not the wages of the good."

N
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NOTES AND REFERENCES TO 
CHAPTER IV

1. Osoba, S.O. "Some Considerations on the impact of 
the West on Yoruba Cultural Forms" in Akinjogbin,
I.A. and Ekemode, G.O. (eds.) The Proceedings of 
the Conference on Yoruba Civili nation..-Tmimeographed) 
held at the University of Ife, Ile-Ife, 26th - 31st 
July, 1976 p. 238.

2. Ibid p. 239.

3. For j to maintain the metre. The author uses
«*-■■»■■■< dropping the ' by the poetic lisence.

A. This hemistich does not comply with the metre.
The first taf'ilah is incomplete.

5* The MS reads which is a wrong word in a wrong
form (singular). Again the prefixed lam is wrong.

6 . There is a slight error in the metre of this hemistich.

7. The MS reads gA-* instead of because the subject
is masculine.
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8. The MS reads o}L#l*.instead of

» •
9. The MS reads >»^*which will adversely affect the metre 

because the y  will now be vocalised and have an 
adverse effect on the second taf1 * * *ilah .

10. The MS. reads instead of >...
( the noun is in the accusative case.)

11. Literally "command".

12. Islam allows private ownership of land with full
rights to buy, sell or have it cultivated. See 'Ali, M.
The Religion of Islam (Lahore, The Ahmadiyyah Anjuman
Isha'at Islam, 1973) p. 631*

13. Osoba o£. cit. pp. 239 -'40.
14. Something like the Nigerian Agricultural and 

Cooperative Bank Limited.

13. Osoba op. cit p. 40.

1 6 . The necessity for laying emphasis on food crops has been 
realised in recent times as shown in the launching of 
schemes like Operation Feed the Nation in 1976, Green 
Revolution in 1980 and Operation Back to the Land by the 
present government.

17* The MS reads O—**-*5 instead of O-e*5 the form of 
which fits in well semantically in the context.
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18. The MS reads 4— -*JJ instead of *J*Jbecause there is no 
need for the additional lam.

19. The MS reads instead of gj—■J'-* to maintain
the metre.

20. The MS reads which is an apparent mistake as
the lam is never doubly written.

21. The MS reads L>r*^ instead of W-** because the 
former is meaningless . Qaf might have been mistaken 
for Ghayn.

22. Probably the author might envisage a kind of 
partnership with the office charged with the 
responsibility of keeping accounts and distributing 
profits to the shareholders.

23. The first vowel of this word is shortened to 
maintain the metre by the poetic lisence.

24-. The correct word to be here is jH^but the author 
has omitted the waw to maintain the metre.

25. The metre is slightly polluted here.

26. This may be in form of launching an appeal fund.
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27. Holy Qur'an 2: 275 - 6.

28. The MS reads ̂ j i <  instead of because the
former has no meaning.

2'9. The MS reads instead of because there is no
need for the ya.

m
50. The MS reads instead oft>— SpJto maintain the

metre.

31. The MS reads X-*X-*instead of a mere error of
vocalisation.

32. The MS reads jL.»x»l tin stead of which is an
apparent mistake in copying.

33* The MS reads Ur^< instead of »>-*« because the meaning 
of the former does not fit in well in the context.

34. The MS reads which pollutes the metre because the 
third taf'ilaft is adversely affected.

35. The MS reads^f^J* instead of which adversely 
affects the third "taf'ilah.

36. The MS reads instead of as the former
is meaningless.
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37. The MS reads {rU— o' instead of £-1— The 
word is only one. There is no need for breaking 
it into two.

3.8. The MS reads L^J-y^jinstead of 1 ■— fl—y  The sin 
is wrongly vocalised.

39. Literally: A look at the organisation of traders 
and protection of the Buyers' and Sellers' money.

40. For a detailed study of partnership otherwise 
known as Qirad or Mudarabah in Arabic, consult Ahmad 
K.. (ed.) Studies in Islamic Economics (London, The 
Islamic Foundation, 1980/1400A.H.) pp. 66 - 75.

41. Holy Qur'an 83: 1 - 3

42. Muhammad cAli remarks »
Trading was one of most honourable 
professions and the Prophet had 
special words of praise for the 

. truthful and honest merchant.
'Ali, M.ljfl. op. cit. p. 650

43. Or 1-1— 0.5 **>!jto reflect the two possibilities 
as suggested by the text

44. The MS readj$|<uŵjfcl1,l instead of 0 to 
maintain the metre.
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45* Crowder, M. West Africa under Colonial Rule 
(London, Hutchinson, 1968) pp. 293 - 305.

46. Ekundare, R.O. An Economic History of Nigeria
1860 - I960 (London, Methuen & Co. Ltd. 1973) P. 120.

47. Ibid p. 180.

48. For instance, Lebanon Street at Ibadan.

49. but the hamzah has been dropped for the metre.

50. The MS reads instead of »■ b because the
subject is feminine.

51. The ' ayn carries a single fathah instead of double»
by the poetic lisence.

52. The metre is corrupt here.

m
53. The MS reads instead of f>— t-~*j-** which is

the correct word. * a

54. The MS reads which corrupts the metre

55* The MS reads O '*-**-*-5 instead of ■■

5 5# The noun ought to be definite because of the relative 
pronoun following it,

57 • This verb has to be with dammah on its end as it is
•»

not under the control of any particle.
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58. The MS reads instead of »>. • uu

59. Weaving is one of the foremost indigenous crafts
in Yorubaland. The Shaykh must have been impressed

' \ 'by the quality of ofi in hxs youth because his father 
used to^sgll it. Ilorin, his hometown, is one of the
best known centres of weaving in Yorubaland.

60. It is interesting to note that the Government at
present encourages and invests in crafts and other 
vocations to keep school-leavers busy. This is an 
attempt to encourage self-employment since office jobs 
available are too few for the applicants. This is 
more in line with the Shaykh's view and advice given 
about four decades ago.

61. Holy Qur'an 9: 120.
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CHAPTER V

EDUCATION OP CITIZENS. FOR NATIONAL PROGRESS

AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORK
5.O.O. Education is of paramount importance in Islam.
It is indispensable to the practice of all its teachings.
This importance has been brought into focus right from
the inception of the Holy Prophet Muhammad's assignment.
The first revelation did not only command him to read and
seek for knowledge but also made it abundantly clear that
honour and dignity of man could be attained only through
it. In fact, ability to know is a special and unique

blessing of Allah. The Qur'an says:
Read in the name of thy Lord- Who 
created; Me created man from a 
clot. Read and th.y Lord is most 
Honourable. Who taught to write 
with the pen, taught man what he 
knew not.*
... Allah will exalt those who 
believe among you, and those who 
have knowledge, to high ranks. 2 
Allah is. Informed of what ye do.
He giveth wisdom unto whom He will, 
and he unto whom wisdom is given, 
he trully hath received abundant 
good. But none remember except 
men of understanding.3

With these verses extolling the beauty and significance 
of knowledge, Islam compels every Muslim to acquire it not
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only to understand and practise the religion properly 
but also to lead a pleasant and comfortable life.
Thus it is not only religious education per se that 
Islam encourag.es. Every branch of knowledge that can 
bring about prosperity, pleasure and satisfaction to 
man should be of interest to Muslims. This is the 
motivation they had in the past that made them shining 
examples and excellent scholars in all the known discip­
lines of the time. Attesting to this fact, Folarin Cajori 
asserts:

The Arabs present an extraordinary 
spectacle in the history of civili­
zation. Unknown, ignorant, and 
disunited tribes of the Arabian 
Peninsula, untrained in government 
and war, are, in the course of ten 
years fused by the furnace-blast 
of religious enthusiasm into a 
powerful nation, which in one 
century extends its dominion from 
India across northern Africa to 
Spain. A hundred years after this 
grand march of conquest, we see 

' them assume the leadership of 
intellectual pursuits; the Muslims 
become the great scholars of their 
time.^

The above quotation shows that what Islam preaches 
about education is not utopian. If Muslims today lag 
behind intellectually it is not because their religion
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does not inspire and encourage them* Rather it is their 
failure to comply with the teachings of the religion that 
is responsible for the lapse, Islam has no room for 
indolence and apathy particularly with respect to 
■education. It is against this background that Shaykh 
Yusuf Alikinla discusses the importance of education to 
the national progress and development. His views are as 
follows:

5.1,1. Making education compulsoi’y :
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5.1.2. Translation:

1. It is our obligation to make laws compelling girls 
and boys to acquire education.

2. The laws should be implemented as planned; thus 
we would have people worthy of being esteemed.

3. With the implementation they would, as anticipated, 
become people of noble character, then we would 
achieve happiness.

4. We should prescribe heavy punishment for any man who 
refuses to implement the law with respect to (his son).

5. So also if any woman with respect to her daughter
rejects guidance, we should charge her for a criminal 

15
offence. 6 7 8

6 . (Compulsory) education should not be restricted to 
this generation alone but (also extended) to the 
next one and, equally to everybody.

9

7. Compulsory education should be totally enforced on 
men and women. We are all the same concerning it.

8. If we had equipped our army with weapons in terms
of knowledge to destroy ignorance, we would have been 
ahead of others.
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9. The best form of education we need is that which 
would provide guidance for fraternisation instead 
of alienation.

10. So also (we are in need of) training in (good) 
conduct, good neighbourliness and preventing harm 
of enmity from others in the interest of all.

11. If this is firmly established in all our hearts we 
would be reckoned to be worthy of glory above others.

12. And this should be done before the girl completes the
16

study of medicine or the profession of law.

13. She also must have first of all been proficient in 
most of the sciences of Islam and the Qur'an for 
guidance.

14. (She must as well learn) in depth the study of the 
details of our religion and principles of education.

15. They should, in addition, learn the biography of the 
Prophet so as to benefit from its brilliant light 
(of guidance).

16. And also the biography of the righteous men of the 
past such as the prophets and their followers.
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17. Such as the righteous (men) free from human weaknesses, 
instead, they are humble to (Allah) Possessor of 
greatness. • .

5*1.3. Comments:
aAs education is/sine qua non to the development of 

nation and citizens, the Shaykh suggests that it should 
be made compulsory for everybody, young or old, male or 
female. To ensure the effectiveness of this measure, it 
should be given legal backing which will make failure to 
comply with it punishable.

The type of education envisaged by the Shaykh is 
that which will not recognise the dichotomy between 
worldly life and the spiritual. It must be all-comprehen­
sive. It must as well aim at the national unity not 
alienating one person from another on the basis of artificial 
differences ‘which have constituted great threats to our 
survival as a united nation.

Due to the peculiar objectives of education being 
recommended for the nation, the Shaykh resorts to Islam 
being a complete way of life dealing with all aspects of 
human endeavour for its educational system which is

1?
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capable of satisfying both mundane and spiritual purposes.
Broadly speaking, Islamic education comprises studies of 

the Qur’an, jurisprudence, theology, biography of the Prophet 
(S.A.W.) and that of the Companions and others related to 
Islamic sciences.

of
The above views/Shaykh Alikinla are significant.

They remind one of the various revolutionary reforms 
that have taken place in the annals 0f Islamic history.
For instance,the Wahhabi movement which aimed at restoring

i
Islam to its pristine purity in what is now known as Saudi
Arabia had almost the same policy on education. Having
consolidated the whole of Najd under the movement,
Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Wahhab

...made an elaborate programme of 
fostering education amongst the 
masses. As a result of his efforts 
every oasis was given its own maktab, 
and teachers who could both teach and 
preach were sent to the bedouin- tribes.
The desc.iples of the Shaikh pursued 
learning with great ardour.18

It is pertinent to note at this.juncture that the 
issue of education is fundamental to Islam such that the 
Qur'an and Hadith are quite explicit on it. The point of
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focus here therefore is the implementation of this policy
and. success therefrom. It should be admitted that some
other reformers attached considerable importance to the
roles education could play in reforming people. Thus we
see Jaghbub as a centre for the Sanusi Movement becoming
"a seat for an Islamic University" attracting scholars and
students from Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and other 

19
places.

Just as knowledge brings about progress and develop­
ment of individuals and nations, so also ignorance 
engenders superstition, misfortune and destruction. Any 
nation that neglects learning and allows its citizens to 
wallow in ignorance has sealed its own doom. Commenting 
on the Hadith which mentions taking away of knowledge and 
widespread ignorance as being "of the signs of the Hour", 
Muhammad eAli says:

...Evidently, what is meant here 
is the doom of a particular nation.
Just as knowledge brings life 
to nation, ignorance seals its 
doom. Thus have Muslims fallen 
on evil days; instead of that 
thirst for knowledge which 
characterised their ancestors, 
ignorance is now rampant.20

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



It is pertinent to mention at this juncture that 

education has been politicised in Nigeria as far back 

as 1952 when parties were elected into the Regional 

Houses of Assembly. The Action Group was in the fore­

front in this race. Delivering his first budget speech, 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo told the members of the House that

his government would give top priority to education and
.. 21

health as far as the budget would allow." Efforts

were henceforth made to introduce a free, universal and 

compulsory education otherwise known as Universal Primary 

Education (U.P.E.) by January 1955• Many schools were 

built and teachers trained in large numbers.

Speaking on the importance of free and compulsory 

education,#the then West Minister of Education, Chief

S.O. Awokoya said:
Educational development is 
imperative and urgent. It 
must be treated as a national 
emergency, second only to war.
It must move with the momentum
of a revolution.22
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It was argued that the free primary education scheme 
would make the beneficiaries more politically conscious 
and better equipped both emotionally and mentally to 
face the challenges of life. As independence was being 
anxiously looked forward to, the general feeling was 
that mass education would provide capable hands to take 
over from the colonilists not only in the areas of 
politics and public administration but also in commerce, 
education and other spheres of life.

However,there were arguments against the scheme 
particularly from the political opponents of the Action 
Group. The basis of the opposition was the colossal 
amount that would be needed to finance it. It would be 
unreasonable to neglect provision of vital infra-structural 
and social amenities in favour of a venture that would 
continue to consume more and more money. It was also 
pointed out that the number of teachers required was too 
much to be trained within the little time available.
It might then become necessary to employ untrained teachers 
which would tell adversely on the quality of education 
received under the scheme. Fears were also expressed 
about availability of books, adequate supervision of 
schools, welfare of teachers and provisions for products
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of primary schools either to go for further studies or 
be gainfully employed.

Although the scheme was introduced as planned on 
January 17, 1955* many of the problems mentioned above 
cropped up. This was however despite the fact that it 
was no more made compulsory. Instead of£2.2 million 
budgeted for education in 195^» £ 5*4- million was spent 
in 1955, "and nearly 90 per cent of it was spent on 
primary education alone". Instead of 492,000 pupils 
expected to be enrolled in 1955* more than 800,000 were 
registered. As it should be expected, many children 
could not be immediately catered for and they had to wait 
till the following year. The same thing happened in the 
case of teachers whose number increased from 17,000 in 
1954- to 27,000 in 1955• A good number of them were, as 
expected, untrained a factor later identified by the
Banjo Commission to be responsible for "failing standards

23in primary school work".

Moved by "the boldest and perhaps the most unprece­
dented educational scheme in Africa south of the Sahara" 
taken by the Action Group government of the West, the 
Eastern Region embarked on the same scheme in February 
1957. Having grossly inadequate time to plan and prepare,
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the programme ran into a hitch almost as soon as.it 
was launched. Problems ranged from lack of trained 
teachers, inadequacy of buildings and equipment, poor 
management to finance. By 1958, many teachers were 
retrenched and many schools were closed down. Eventually, 
the government was forced to modify the scheme by 
introducing

... a three-year non-fee-paying 
system and a three-year fee-paying 
system based on assumed local con­
tributions, and was ia.operation 
till the end of 1966.

The Northern Region resisted the temptation to be 
rushed into the race. There were two major reasons for 
this —  there was not enough money and number of pupils 
expected to be enrolled was too high. The emphasis was 
therefore placed on adult literacy and development of 
education in rural areas. It was the government's 
policy not* to allow any increase in school population 
unless there were enough trained teachers to be in charge. 
As a result of this, there were few schools in the North 
but all of them were manned by qualified staff.UNIV

ERSITY
 O

F I
BADAN LI

BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



241

5.2.1. Setting up of schools for girls only and 
assisting them to be professionals:
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5.2.2. Translation:
1. We should set up an institute especially for girls 

to be in charge of their needs.
2. Therein they should be taught cookery, home economics 

and training of children on good behaviour.
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3. They should be given the opportunity if they 
intend to go further in (the) modern science.

4. They should learn modern medicine to cure the sick 
among us (so as to avoid) death and grief.

5» They should benefit members of their sex with
medication when there is an epidemic attacking the 
people.

6. They should assist mothers to deliver babies with 
ease without any discomfort in the stomach. 7 8 9 10

7. We should select from them nurses to give relief to 
the sick who are suffering.

8. There should be among them those that would take 
charge of small children and guide mothers to the 
right (way).

9. We should welcome the one that makes efforts to 
progress by studying law like boys.

10. We should encourage her to pursue her ambition 
with counselling, legal backing and generous 
financial support.
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11. They are free to take to journalism so as to lift 
the country up from degradation and fall.

12. Those among them who chooseto pursue an independent 
profession should be given meritorious and bounteous 
rewards•

13. This may be by making efforts to avoid those who
are (yet) unemployed not to be jobless (perpetually).

14-. This is to avoid falling victims to the harm of 
the evil-doer and to forestall abysmal ignorance 
and error.

5.2.3. Comments:

As a visionary who appreciates the immense roles 
which women could play in nation building and how reward­
ing their education would be, the Shaykh here discusses 
establishment of schools, specially for them. The syllabus 
should be designed in accordance with their domestic and 
social roles in sustaining and promoting the nation.
Subjects to be taught should include cookery, home economics, 
family living, child education etc. In addition, they
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should be allowed to study purely professional or academic 
courses such as medicine, guidance and counselling, 
sciences and arts. All necessary incentives including 
"generous financial support" must be provided.

Although Islam compels all Muslims, male and female, 
to acquire education, it is disappointing that some 
Muslims deliberately prohibit their daughters from 
learning. This must have been more widespread at the 
time of writing the MS than now though the vestiges are 
still there. For the Shaykh to have made this declaration 
at that point in time, and he must have publicised it to 
the colleagues and nation at large, he must be commended.

The Shaykh was quite aware of the need for female 
journalists to work in the media,both printed and 
electronic. Therefore, he recommends giving assistance 
and encouragement to the female journalists not only to 
minimise unemployment but also to bring the nation to 
the same level with the developed ones. This view of 
the Shaykh is significant in the sense that it draws 
attention to the great influence mass media wield in 
shaping people's opinions. Unless Muslims take to journalism 
they will continue to be brainwashed by "other editorial
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minds guided by their own interests and objectives.
To avoid the unfortunate situation, Syed Altaf Gauhar 
recommends that:

In the reconstruction of the system 
of education in the Muslim World, 
it is the Muslim mind which should 
determine not only its methods of 
teaching and training, its courses 
of study and procedures of evaluation, 
but also the policy and operations 
of the mass media including newspapers, 
news agencies, radio broadcasts, 
television programmes, films and 
other audio-visual facilities.38

The fact that the Shaykh recommends that particular 
attention should be paid to ensure proper education of 
girls needs further comments here. Our man is not alone 
with this view. Great reformers such as Muhammad ‘Abduh, 
Shehu Uthman dan Fodio and a host of others also put a 
high premium on the issue. For instance, Muhammad 
Abduh, that great social reformer and "sociologist of 
Egypt", was privileged to serve as a Judge in Native 
Tribunal and as a counsellor at the Court of Appeal.
These two posts enabled him to discover that seventy-five 
per cent of law-suits were those, between families due to 
feelings of hatred and antipathy existing between members

: 37
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of the same family having resulted from lack of proper
•' 59

social instruction and education in social matters.

As a solution to the problem, Muhammad Abduh 
recommended giving adequate attention to woman's 
education. He revolutionalised the Egyptian educational 
system by making it "essentially altruistic." He set 
moral uprightness and social integration as its objectives. 
Thus the family was the focal point with the woman as the

queen receiving valuable attention. He declared:
V/e hope to give our daughters 
an education worthy of those 
who will be called on to take 
responsibilities equal to those 
of men. It is an unpardonable 
crime to leave women in a state 
of ignorance and mediocrity.40

By 1918, the efforts of Muhammad Abduh and that of 
his disciple, Qasim Amin, have yielded some fruits by 
producing women who ventured into professions especially 
journalism which had been the exclusive preserve
of men. It was an opportunity for them to come out boldly 
to contribute their quota to the progress and uplifts 
of their country. There were even men who ‘took the 
reform of women's position as the basis of every true 
renaissance.
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Thus we see, in 1337/1918, the 
Egyptian women, in some of the 
demonstrations, marching before 
men to vindicate the rights of 
the nation. Safiya Zaghlul, the 
wife of- the national leader, was 
venerated by all the people, and 
was called "The Mother of the 
Egyptians."41

Shehu ^Uthman dan Fodio attached the same importance 
to woman’s education. He was taken to task on an occasion 
for allowing women to attend his public preachings. He 
was alleged to have thereby encouraged promiscuity 
between men and women. Replying on his behalf,
‘Abdullah b. Muhammad denied the allegation of promis­
cuity but justified women's px^esence at the preachings.
He admitted women's intermingling with men was evil but 
"the evil of leaving the women in ignorance...not knowing 
Islam at all" was greater. He says:
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Translation:

1. We have not had promiscuons intercourse with 
women, how should that be!

We have warned (others against this); on the 
contrary, I said we agreed.

2. That it was thus. But I do not agree that 
Their being left to go free in ignorance is good,

3. For the committing of the lesser evil has been 
made obligatory.

Ignorance pardons, even though it were disobedience •
4. We found the people of this country drowning in 

ignorance:
43

Shall we prevent them from understanding religion?

Although equal opportunities should be provided 
for the education of both boys and girls,the over-all 
interest of the society at large and individuals concerned 
should be put into consideration. Efforts should be made 
to check the inordinate quest for material gains that 
lures women professionals from their primary role of 
taking care of the home and the family. It is now 
fashionable to assess success in terms of wealth
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particularly when it comes to comparison between man 
and woman. Many of the women professionals have little 
or no time to monitor the behaviour and progress of their 
children. If this trend is not curbed early enough, it 
will not be a surprise to find the children of such 
professionals among delinquents and bandits in future.
Then the values of the material gains will be neutralised. 
It is time we de-emphasised materialism in favour of 
spiritual and moral uprightness.

To guide against dereliction of spiritual and moral 
duties to the family, society and even God, Islamic 
education aims at maintaining a just balance between 
"spiritual and material needs which are inexcribably 
united".

Islamic curricula aim at the 
inculcation of faith in the 

. minds and hearts of the younger 
generation, the correction of 
morals and the spiritual edifica­
tion of the soul. They also aim 
at the constant acquisition of 
knowledge, the combination of 
knowledge and work, faith and 
morality and the practical ,, 
application of theory, in life.^1
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In the same vein, professions that tend to expose
women to abuse or present them as mere articles to
satisfy the carnal, urge of men should be prohibited.
Such professions include dancing in which girls appear
naked particularly in musical video cassettes. The same
thing goes for modelling especially in advertisements
where girls expose their nudity just for material gains.
Employing girls as attendants in hotels, resturants and
in public functions should be discouraged. A developing
country contending with so many problems should leave no 

to
stone unturned^avoid moral degeneration of her citizens. 
This should not be preached alone by the religious 
leaders but favourable atmosphere should be created to 
ensure the realisation of the objective. We should not 
copy those aspects of Western life that are already 
problems there but those that can facilitate our 
development. This is exactly what the Shaykh calls for.

5*3.1. Moral education for girls:
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.1 > ĉ*** * -*j ) c.l)' L.(Jl< L*j

-  1 T

L-*-hJI IKS «i i r

Wi Ob - \ i

c*- ' t> ■ -*• jg ■«■-*■Jl

5.3.2# Translation;

1. As a clarification of ail chut, D on should learn 

• courage to present an able leader.

2. We should feed them cn three meals in youth ,od 
put ornaments on them.

3. That first^of the meals) is the love cf Allah, the
One, the love of the monotheistic religion and of

_ 50Mustafa.

4. The* second is the love of (one's) country; it is
51(part of) religion and the one who observes it 

with dedication is pleated with.

. The third is the love of self and people as

and preventfcivm of vices; this is delic] if

5 a who1e
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6. We should plant in their hearts the love of God so tha 
they may bring forth fresh delicious fruits.

7. This should not be a surprise because the best 
wisdom is the love of God and the consciousness of 
Him is the greatest achievement,

8. If both love and consciousness of Allah occupy their 
(rightful) positions in the girl she would rise (in 
esteem).

9. It is with the fear of God that she would prevent all 
the evil and seek the pleasure of the Beneficent (God) 
and hate the one who sins.

10. She should enthusiastically make, as much as possible, 
financial and moral contributions to the religion 
without showing off.

11. She should try her possible best to promote and save
the religion from relegation and suppression.•

12* She should jealously guard her love of Allah for the 
sake of Him alone; she should also create (.intense) 
hatred for the one who abuses Mustafa.

13. Her sentiments for the Faith should be on guidance;
she should not give in to the pressure of the one

52
who has gone astray.
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14. Having thus developed the love of God, she would be
committed to her country, striving to make it rise.

5.3.3. Comments:

Further in the efforts of Shaykh Alikinla to ensure 
proper upbringing of girls, he recommends that adequate 
attention should be paid to their moral education. As 
such, he says we should feed them on "three meals". The 
first is love of Allah which engenders His consciousness 
in them at all times and is the ultimate purpose of all 
the Muslims' virtuous deeds. Any thing done not only to 
satisfy Allah is tantamount to an act of Shirk which is an 
unforgivable sin in Islam.

The second meal is love of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W). 
As a prophet and messenger of Allah, he served as the 
medium through which the divine revelations were brought 
to us. In addition, he led an ideal life for all to 
emulate in all spheres of human endeavour. To love him 
therefore is to be inspired and stimulated by his life so 
as to achieve success in this life and in the Hereafter.

Love for self and fellow-beings is the third "meal". 
Islam takes into consideration the human nature as a social
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being in its rules and regulations. All its tents aim
v •

at the recognition of the supremacy and sovereignty of
Allah and selfless services to all His creatures, human
or otherwise. The Qur'an says:

And they say: None entereth 
Paradise unless he be a Jew 
or a Christian. These are their 
own desires. Say: Bring your 
proof (of what ye state) if ye 
are truthful. Nay, but whoso­
ever surrendereth his purpose 
to Allah while doing good, his 
reward is with his Lord; and 
there shall no fear come upon ^  
them neither shall they grieve.

Important as the ritual Prayers are in Islam, they are
useless if they do not lead to selfless service to fellow
beings. The Qur'an again says:

Woe to the praying ones, who are 
unmindful of their prayersJ who
do (good) to be seen and refrain 
from acts of kindness.54

Having imbibed these three basic principles, women
9

will be adequately equipped and prepared to play their 
roles in the task of nation building.

5.4.1. Drawing inspirations from noble women:

1. . i —t" i I * ->■<» O* Lh*J-~* L. > )

55 -
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4.2. Translation:

After they have completely learnt the glorious 
(deeds) of the people of virtues and piety...

It is expected that they should learn the best 
qualities of the believing mothers.

Such'as the biography of Hawwa, Maryam, Aminah and 
Khadijah exhibiting piety. ^

As a result of her (Khadijah's) generosity and
shrewd advice to the Prophet, she is, no doubt,

68
like Harun.
There is enough (to learn) from her sacrifice of 
wealth and life and dedication to the Prophet.
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6. They should also imitate the life of 'A'ishah 
who excelled men in knowledge.

?. That is how she won the love of the Prophet and 
gained from him knowledge of worship and piety.

8. There is a lesson for them (to learn) from the
pure women so as to follow the path of righteousness 
in life.

9. It is after they have imbibed these qualities that 
we would have satisfactory (issues) from them.

10. We should, after that, learn intelligently from 
the contemporary European women,

11. So as to derive advantages from their knowledge 
and good manners for (general) development.

12. We should also emulate their conduct at home provided 
that it is in accordance with guidance.

13. (But) this should be in accordance with the
70

principles of monotheism so as not to fall into 
destruction.

5.4.3. Comments:
The importance which Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla attaches 

to the roles expected to be played by women in the task of

69
UNIV

ERSITY
 O

F I
BADAN LI

BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



260

nation building is so great that all efforts should be 
made to provide adequately for them. That is why he has 
specifically recommended that they should be taught the 
history of past women of note starting from i-tawwadown to 
the present time. Past events are recalled in Islam to 
derive lessons from them. History is not to build up 
empty prides or lament over misfortune but to relate the 
present with the past with a view to making requisite 
preparations for the future. M.M. Sharif observes:

No less important for individuals 
and nations is the study of history.
There is a measure and law in human 
society as much as in the whole cosmos.
The life of every nation as a collective 
body moves in time and passes through 
rises and falls, successes and reverses, 
till its appointed period comes to an 
end. For every living nation there 
are lessons in the history of the 
peoples that have lived in the past. 1

The Shaykh urges girls to study in particular the 
biography of Hawwl Maryam, mother of Jesus, Amiinah and 
Khadijah, the Prophet's mother and wife respectively, 
and 'Aishah, also the Prophet's wife. After all these, 
they should study the life and works of notable contem­
porary women in Europe, America and other developed 
nations of the world. This will help further to make
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the girls appreciate the magnitude of challenges before 
them. Useful as this view is, caution should be taken 
not to swallow everything from the developed nations 
line, hook and sinker. All ideas that run counter to 
the aims and objectives of the nation's educational 
policy should be discountenanced.

The views expressed above seem to identify two 
major causes of the failure of our educational programmes 
to achieve the. desired goals; they are lack of moral 
undertone and negative foreign influence. In as much 
as these hydraheaded problems remain unsolved, the 
aims and objectives of our educational policy will 
continue to elude us. The fear of God is the beginn­
ing of wisdom. Efforts should be made to get rid of 
these bottlenecks from our path to success in educational 
planning.

The mention of Hawwa, Maryam, Aminat and Khadijah 
as being worthy of emulation is significant. Hawwa 
being the first woman has the honour of being an 
obedient, honest and responsible wife. She identified 
herself with Adam throughout the ups and downs of their 
lives. The alleged role she played in eating the 
"forbidden fruit" does not make her a personification
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of evil. Rather, the incident is just part of the
divine grand design of trying the couple's inclination^
before they are sent to the earth where they are
supposed to be vicegerent. Their repentance after the
temptation, according to the Qur'an, is enough to earn
them Allah's favour and forgiveness. Thus, the doctrine
of "original sin" has no place in Islam. This is because
it preaches that "the consequences of sin are inevitable"
and "that one loses for ever all hope of reform", when
once one is involved in sin. On the contrary, the
Qur'an asserts:

Say, "0 My servants who have 
committed excesses against 
their own soulsJ despair not 
of the mercy of Allah, surely 
Allah forgives all sins. Verily 
He is Most Forgiving, Merciful.
And turn ye to your Lora, and 
submit to Him, before there 
comes unto you the punishment; ^p
(for) then you shall not be helped.

Maryam was the mother of Prophet cIs& (A.S.)
She is one of the four perfect women, the other three 
being 'Asiyah, the wife of Firfawn,. KhadTjah and 
Fatimah, the Prophet's wife and daughter respectively.^ 
Maryam is reputed to have been a chaste and pious virgin 
honoured with the miraculous conception of ^Isa. Although 
the divine assignment exposed her to public ridicule, her
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faith was strong enough to see her through. She was 
accused of immorality and prostitution but the little baby 
came to her rescue. He exonerated her from all the false 
charges. She henceforth brought him up in such a way as 
to prepare him adequately for the onerous prophetic 
mission. Thus she earned the pleasure of Allah and was 
ranked among "the Devout of all ages". Her life is there­
fore a model for all and sundry to copy.

The short life of Aminah, the mother of the Prophet, 
is worthy of emulation. She lost her husband when still 
pregnant and the baby was delivered posthumous She 
loved the baby and took care of him to the best of her 
ability. Her love for the deceas d husband was also 
great. It was during one of her numerous visits to his 
grave at Abwa that she lost her life. Her life is a 
lesson to those women who out of frustration due to 
matrimonial problems abandon their babies in gutters 
or toilets or even murder them.

^Aishah was the only wife the Prophet married as a
the

virgin. Being a daughter of Abu Bakr,/Prophet's boesom 
friend, and a brilliant young woman, she was exceptionally 
loved by her husband. Instead of denting her image", the

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



264

malicious scandal" raised against her after the expedition
to the Banu Mustalaq in 5 to 6 A.H. confirmed her

74-chastity and probity. It is on record that she
narrated the largest number of Hadiths among women.
She had to be consulted on many occasions to settle some 
theological problems particularly relating to women.
Her contributions to the growth of Islam were not only 
in her moral support for the Prophet but also in going 
out to wars and making substantial donations to the poor

75and the needy. Her political activities after the
death of the Prophet are too known to be repeated here.
She is an epitome of piety, generosity and egalitarianism. 
Women nowadays can borrow a leaf from her life to contribute 
more -meaningfully tothe so°io political progress of the 
nation. It is time the traditional view that woman is 
confined to the kitchen was changed.
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1M0TES ajnd references to 

CHAPTER V

1. The Holy Qur'an 9: 1 - 5.

2. Ibid 58: 11.

5. Ibid 2: 269.

4. Sharif M.M. (ed) A History of Muslim Philosophy
(Wiesbaden, Germany, Otto Harrassowitz, 1066\ n. 1273,

m
5. The MS reads instead ô -<t to maintain the

the metre.

6. The MS reads j t Lz instead of 3-- to conform
with the metre.

7. The MS read Li~£t£instead of L-JLsLŜ  The former is 
wrong Decause its meaning does not fit in well in 
the context.

8. The MS reads J-&!>instead of 3-^3 The definite 
article should not oe there.

9. The MS reads p—*'.? lb has been substituted with
O— * because the latter fits in well in the context' *

10. Instead of ‘

11. This noun should not have the definite article because 
it is mudaf already defined by being linked with the
following noun
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12. The ns reads L̂— L>-J1 instead of iL.U-J1.The latter 
is preferred to keep the metre.

13. The MS reads & &  ̂  l^Jinstead of ̂ £1# US The last nhrase 
is better because it conforms with the metre.

14. The MS r e a d s i n s t e a d  of J— Sl~**phe former is
wrong to have the definite article as muda£.*

15. Literally,".... for committing obscenity".

16. Another possible translation may be:
.Before the girl's completion of the course (her 
aptitude for) medicine or the profession of law will 
become apparent.

17. Literally, "... the evil of man".

18. Sharif M.M. op. cit. p. 1449.

19. Ibid, p. 1464.

20. 'Ali, M.M. A Manual of Hadith (Lahore, The /hmadiyya 
Anjuman Ishaat Islam, n.d.) p. 39.

21. Fafunwa, A.b. History or Education in iMigeria (London, 
George Allen & Unwin, 1974) p. 167.

22. Ibid. p. 168.

23. Ibid. pp. 168 and 169.

24. Ibid. p. 173.
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25. The MS reads ^ j u i n  stead of in the text.
The former is usually wnich makes it unfit
for the context. The latter which is a synonym 
is th:us prefered .

y  9 ,
26. The MS reads 3— 4^ instead of mistake in

vocalisati on.

27. The MS reads l—.. which pollutes the metre as it 
affects the first taf'ilah of the first hemistich.

m •»
28. Instead of l* »Tt- hil ̂ „ yrf the author uses a feminine

adjective to qualify a masculine noun. This is wrong 
in Arabic.

29. This is apparently a mistake because the noun this 
adjective qualifies is definite. It should therefore 
be definite too.

30. The MS reads instead of ‘•LrJL.The latter is
preferred Decause it is written in the conventional 
form.

31. The MS reads instead of j\- "■ »««-The alif
after ta * is very important moreso when there is 
no need for dropping it.
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32. The MS reads * instead of 4.-^ — J» The latter
is preferred because of the relative adjective'
following it.

4-» m
33* The MS read£yt*-JI ̂  aJl in stead of l*»Jl ̂  «*The latter

is a better choice because it satisfies the requirement 
of Arabic Grammar which demands that mudaf should not 
be prefixed with al.

34. The Ms reads instead of 4 4 J  The former
has no meaning, at least, in this context.

35. As this noun is a mudaf, it should not be prefixed with«
al as it is in the text.

36. The MS reads instead of The latter
is better because of its being without the definite 
article as required by Arabic Grammar.

37. Khan, M .W. (ed.) Education and Society in the Muslim 
World (Jeddah, Hodder and Stoughton, 1981) n. 70.

38. Ibid, p. 72.

39. Sharif op. cit. p. 1502.

40. 1

• IMd. P.^ 1500. •41
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42. Hiskett M. (ed.) Tazyin Al-Waranat (Ibadan, Ibadan
University Press, 1963) pp. 28 - 29.

43. Ibid, p. 87.

44. Al-Afendi, ri.H. & naloch, U.A. (eds.) Curriculum 
and Teacher Education (Jeddah, Hodder and Stoughton, 
1980) p. 18.

slight
45. The MS reads u . i n s t e a d  of * a£di f ference

in vocalisation.

46. The MS reads in stead of The latter
is preferred because its meaning fits in better in 
the context.

47. The MS reads 1 >— £ instead of • * with the
hamaah being dropped in the former. There is no 
need for thia. It is likely to be a mistake.

48. The MS read instead of There is
no need for dropping one hamzah as in the former.

«
49. For by the poetic lisence.

50. One of the names of the Prophet Huhammad.

51. A reference to the popular saying: "Love of the 
country is part of Faith" This is often taken to be
a Hadith but attempts to locate it in Hadith collection 
have not been successful.
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52. Women are naturally soft-hearted and susceptible
to persuasion. The Shaykh here says that they should 
be brought up in such a way that they would develop 
that sense of confidence to make them resist any 
attempt to deviate from the cduse of righteousness.

55. The Holy Qur'an 2: 111 and 112.

54. Ibid. 207: 4 to ?.

55« That this line does not stand on its own by making a 
complete sense is a defect known as Tadmim. for 
further details, see Wright, W. A Grammar of Arapjc 
Language (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 
1977) Vol. II p. 357.

56. ought to be with the definite article as it 
is qualified by the following relative pronoun.

57. ought to be with the definite article being 
adjectives qualifying a definite noun.

58. The MS reads instead of to conform with
the metre.

59. The metre seems polluted her because the second and 
third taftilahs of this hemistich, are not complete.

60. The MS reads o  1 iy. H or ‘*’1 uu<L*juJ1 as a substitute
to each other
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61. o '— has to be feminine to agree with the 
noun being qualified.

62. The MS reads . +•&' instead of *-#— ji> The
latter is preferred so as to a;gree with the noun 
being qualified as required by Arabic Grammar.

63. The MS reads instead of v='*'V*»The latter is
preferred because it agrees with the noun being 
qualified in gender.

64. The metre is slightly polluted in this hemistich.

65« The MS reads instead of JjL^The latter is
preferred because it is not prefixed with al> i

m
66. The MS reads O— instead of O-— which is better

because its meaning fits in well in the context.

67. Hawa' was the wife of Prophet Adam, our progenitor, 
Maryam the mother of Prophet 'Isa, Aminah the mother 
of Prophet Muhammad and Khadijah his wife (S.A.W.).

68. Harun was Prophet Musa's brother. He was conferred 
with prophethood to assist his brother, the job he 
performed creditably.

69. 'A'ishah daughter of Abu Bakr, was the only wife the 
Prophet married as a virgin. She was the most 
knowledgeable of the women and narrator of a great
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number of Hadiths.

70. The word translated as "monotheism11 here is al- 
Hanif wnich primarily means "the upright (in faithV'*

71. Sharif on. cit. p. 148.

72. The Holy Qur'an 39: ^  - 5^.

73o cAlI, A.Y. The Holy Qur'an (Washington, D.C.
The Islamic Centre, 1978) p. 1573 n. 5549*

74* The Holy Qur'an 24: 10 - 12.

75* Kandhalvi, M.Z. Stories of Sahabah translated by• I
Arshad, A.R. (Delhi, Taj Company, n.d.) pp. 175-176 
mentions donations of 100,000 Dirhams on two occasions out 
of so many such incidents.
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CHAPTER VI

PROTECTION OP THE FAMILY FOR THE 
SECURITY OF THE NATION 

IN' THE WORK
The coming together of a man and a woman to form a 

a family is not only a social necessity but also a 
religious obligation in Islam. Marriage is so important 
in Islam to the extent that a married man is regarded to 
have "fulfilled half of his religion".^ This is as a 
result of the fact that marriage helps to get rid of

promiscuity, adultery, fornication,
homosexuality, and the life wuich 
ultimately lead (sic) to many other 
crimes including slander, quarrel, 
homicide, loss of property and finally 
disintegration of the ideal family 
system on which so much stress has ^ 
been placed by the Holy Prophet (5.A.W;

Islam is of the opinion that it is necessary for
man and woman to form a unit to realise the ultimate
purpose of their existence. The two of them are of

*
the same essence and need each other to lead a purposeful
and contented life. It is in this vein that the Qur'an
declares:

And among His signs is this, that 
He created for you mates from 
among yourselves, that you may 
dwell in tranquility with them, 
and He has put love and mercy
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between your hearts. Undoubtedly 
in these^are signs for those who 
reflect.

As the family is the nucleus of the Islamic 
society, much attention has been devoted to it. This 
is because its quality will determine how strong the 
whole community will be. If the constituent families 
are disintegrated, crisis-ridden and morally depraved, 
the society at large may collapse. It is therefore not 
surprising that Islam has elaborate laws and regulations 
covering marriage, duties and rights of spouses, inheri­
tance, divorce, care of children and other matters 
related to family life.

It is in the light of the indispensable role played 
by family in sustaining the society at large that 
Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla, devotes some attention to discussions 
on how to equip the family in order to discharge its 
responsibility satisfactorily. His views are as follows:

6.1. Establishment of marriage registry to examine the
.

couple with a view to protecting children:
5 4
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6.1.2 Translation:

1. For this (reason), we should establish an office to 
'examine the one who intends marriage so as to have 
progress.

2. So also the girl should be satisfied that the two o; 
them are free (from diseases) to give her consent.

3. Congratulations to us if they are both free from all 
diseases; if not, their marriage should not be 
allowed at all.
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4. They should be sent immediately to the health 
centre so that we may escape from diseases and 
develop.

5. If they are as such issued the certificate of fitness 
for marriage, we should happily grant their marriage.

6. But he who contempthosly and disobediently dis­
regards the law should ue disgraced.

7. We should clean the country of (every) prostitute and 
adulterer, each of them is an agent of death to the 
people.

8. Infant mortality is due but to the latent diseases 
hereditary equally from both sides.

9. Why not (do this) since it is an attempt to have 
complete security. There should not oe a^y other 
goal short of it.

10. If we are determined to implement these laws, we 
would earn praise for it.

11. If we plant our seeds on high and fertile soil, well 
secured, we would have abundant harvest.

12. He who chooses a chaste (lady) hoping for responsible 
children (through her) would have the best of what
he wishes.
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13. He who chooses a young girl (as wife to bear) 
children would also be harpy a^out the harvest.

14. So also if the person is free from diseases, his 
offspring would be (as healthy) as he expects.

1 5 . The offspring would be strong, their bodies free 
from diseases and their Drain perfect.

16. (They) would be nice-looking, Deloved by everybody 
that sees (them) because (they) are not sickly but 
healthy.

17. Parents are usually delighted by such (children) 
for having their progeny free from diseases and 
misfortune.

18. It is compulsory that we should review our efforts 
on the issue of the coming generation; tnat is 
greatness.

19. It is by doing this that we can earn glory in 
meritorious deeds by having citizens sound in body 
and orain.
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6•1.3 • Comments:

Shaykh Alikinla considers marriage to be the foundation 
on wnich the edifice of society is built. To have a well" 
organised and prosperous society, efforts should be made 
to ensure that the foundation is strong and solid* Hence 
marriage affairs should not be entirely left to the would-oe 
couple and their families alone. It should be of interest 
to the government to protect the interests of parties 
concerned, their offspring and the community at large.
It is to achieve this purpose that Shaykh Alikinla recommends 
the establishment of marriage registry.

The registry is to ensure that both the bride and
bridegroom are medically fit for marriage. They should
undergo medical examination not only to establish whether
either of them has contacted any venereal disease but also
to ensure that they are capable of giving oirth to healthy
children. In the case of the former, a lady may have been
infected oy gonorrhoea without herself knowing as most of
its carriers serve as a 'silent reservoir'. This fast
spreading venereal disease in a loose society like ours
may wreck marriages if not treated early or, better still,
prevented oy exercising sexual restraint. It may damage

*
the oviducts to the extent that they "become kinked and
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blocked so that the woman caii never become pregnant" . ^

Another dangerous sexually transmitted desease is
syphilis. It may also infect a woman undetected for
quite some time. Like the former, it may lead to sorrow
and frustration of marriage.

The immediate danger is that when 
she oecomes pregnant, her baby is 
very likely to develop syphilis 
whilst still in the womb; the long­
term danger is that untreated 
syphilis causes damage to the 
nervous system and may lead to 
madness.

Another purpose of having pre-narital medical 
examination is to identify the Dlood group of each of 
the bride and bridegroom to ascertain if they belong to 
such groups the combination of which may lead to giving 
birth to sickly children,, This advice of Shaykh Alikinla 
is of much importance to families who exhaust their 
earnings and even go into debts to keen their sickly 
children alive. Unfortunately most of such children die 
before reaching the age of twenty-one. To guide against 
this unpleasant developement,a couple whose blood groups 
are incompatible should be advised to look for other 
partners before wedding.

Shaykh Alikinla attaches so much importance to the 
issue of marriage registry that he recommends giving
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legal backing to it. This will enable the government to 
enforce it by punishing those that flout the order. 
Appropriate punishments should oe stipulated for them.
In the same vein, prostitution should oe banned. 
Conscious efforts should be made to eradicate sexual 
permissiveness.

According to the Shaykh, the high infant mortality 
rate is mostly due to lack of proper planning for the 
coming generation and failure to take precautionary 
measures when necessary. It is time we stopped taking 
chances and gambling with our future. To have children 
we shall be proud of, we must ensure that necessary 
preparations are made for them. This is tne only way 
to earn glory for our nation.

6.2.1. Encouraging families to have many children:

■T7

- \

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



-j, — iij Lf j *  v> * &  x x  c# o * y t * * - ^  ** -  Y
23

^  «J 11 4-.J. "jl* o f *-rj ** 1  <• - *-**£•■ O* *-* I jS - A

Qj... - n ,_yjbw Lj-; JJ • O#*** 1>  ̂ -5 XX X — (jr*-JU l* '-*9 li iiL I **'r - \

3L-J* *■ .n-f ̂  o^ 3 * JU<j ** O--- 11 4 j i  J j \  I— *5 - ) •

6*2.2. Traaslat-i on:

A speech on encouraging families to have many children

1. We should follow the path that would euaole us to 
have many children and high esteem through them.

2. We should encourage all the families to have many 
young children without delay.

3. To satisfactorily discharge this responsibility, 
we should have a committee for guidance.

A. It should have many establishments with the objective 
of protecting and guiding children.

5. It should have a specialist doctor to test, treat 
and vaccinate (children) for protection.

6. There should be an office for this committee with 
the responsibility of financing' and maintenance.

7. (There should be) another committee to protect them 
against the pangs of hunger and mothers from hunger 
and thirst.

8. There should be either from (the committee) or
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Government an award for motherhood (to earn) glory.

9. We should give an award to her who gives birth to 
three boys or girls on equal terms.

10. The one that gives birth to seven (children) or
more should be honoured with motherhood among the 
people.

6.2.3. Comments;

The Shaykh's call for having as many children as 
possible per family may not De in tune with the current 
family planning propaganda in Nigeria. nut a deeper look 
at the issue shows some sense in what the Shaykh says 
particularly if one puts into consideration the prevailing 
circumstances at the time of writing his verses.

This opinion was expressed shortly after the Second 
World War which claimed a lot of lives from different parts 
of the world including .Nigeria. Due to the poor standard 
of medical care, there was high infant mortality rate. 
Outbreaks of epidemics like cholera, influenza, small-pox 
etc. were very rampant. On the other hand, the cost of 
living was very low although money was not easy to come by. 
There was no problem of sophisticated desire for imported 
goods as there is now. As agriculture and other labour­
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consuming occupations were in vogue at the time, it was 
the numoer of hands one had at one's disposal that usually- 
determined one's gains. In the light of this situation, it 
was only reasonable to encourage families to have as ma^y 
children as possible.

Even as at now, the call for having unlimited number 
of children is not totally unjustifiable. Much as it cannot 
be generalised, there are some countries that should encourage 
it. Some of them are those that wars have torn into shreds 
taking a heavy toll of citizens. He hear of natural disas­
ters claiming thousands of lives at different places.
All these are in addition to daily accidents on roads, at 
work or even at home. It is not surprising therefore to 
hear that some countries encourage their citizens to have 
many children by giving them moral and financial motivation.

The fear of being over-ponulated as being expressed in 
a developing country like .Nigeria may,in the final analysis, 
be justifiable. It has been asserted that the problem with 
us is not lack of resources to sustain Nigeria's teeming 
population but mismanagement of public funds and misplacement 
of priorities. If countries like China and India which are 
by far more populous than, aigeria are able to feed their
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citizens and export food to earn foreign exchange, there 
is no reason why Nigeria cannot. The Structural Adjustmei 
Programme embarked upon by the present administration may 
therefore be a right step in the right direction in the 
sense that it is capable of evolving a new socio-political 
order .

However the Shaykh does not make the call without 
bearing in mind the resources at the disposal of the 
government and individual parents. That is why he 
recommends that children should be adequately taken care of. 
Apart from having sufficient parental care, medical and 
social facilities should ue provided for the children's 
proper upbringing. Their parents, particularly mothers, 
should also ue given necessary attention. Efforts should 
be made to ensure that they do not suffer unduly because 
they rear children. Their contributions and sacrifices 
to sustain and strengthen the society should be appreciated.

It is pertinent to mention nere that child- spacing 
is not un-Islamic. If one has reasons to limit the number 
of one's children, there is no blame for one. If marriage 
is recommended for only those who can afford to maintain 
the family while those who cannot are admonished to
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exercise restraint and forbearance "until Allah provides

anyone not to limit the number of children. Even during 
the life of the Prophet (S.A.W) a birth-control device
known as 'Azl (meaning withdrawal of the male organ 
before ejaculation) was practised. This shows beyond 
doubt that family planning is Islamic. However, caution 
should be taxen to avoid termination of pregnancy at any 
stage or even after birth except if the mother’s life is 
in danger. Poverty or inaoility to provide for the baby is 
not an excuse for taking the baby's life before or after 
birth, but conception may be prevented. The Qur'an says:

6.3.1. Guiding mothers to take care of children and to

for them,"^ it may be inferred that it is not imposed on

26

Kill not your children for fear 
of poverty. It is We Who provide 
for them and for you, Surely, 
the killing of them is a great sin.

improve their own conduct:
gi •*
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6.3.2. Translation;

1. Mothers should be encouraged to continue to care 
for their young ones on guidance.

2.. Why not since there is no training more beneficial
than the one imparted from childhood to adolescence.

3. Many of the juvenile delinquents are products of 
poor training in childhood.

4. Many a coward, chicken-hearted, feeble-minded, 
person acquired the quality from their mothers.

5. So also does every lowly imbecile who acquisces in 
baseness, ignominy and folly wallowing in misfortune.

6. Many an evil-minded and blood-thirsty murderer have 
the root (of their criminal tendency) in the mother 
the fruit of wuich is now (reaped).

7. Why not since the child imitates what he sees from 
the behaviour of the mother and as such he would grow.

8. noth cowardice and courage are natural dispositions 
(hereditary) from mother to child.

9. Thus the one who is befallen with misfortune owes that 
to mother; so also the one who has prosperity gains 
it from the mother.
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10. You, mother, owe it a responsibility to make your 
children valiant Decause you are better placed to do 
that.

11. You are more important to your children than all 
others throughout (wnole) life.

120 We should therefore pray to Allah beseeching Him to 
blot out our shortcomings.

13. Why should we not since illiteracy is widespread 
among us and we are groping in ignorance a«d error.

14. The source of all our pitfalls are elders, weak, 
feeble-minded and muddle-headed.

15. nost of them connive at all the obscenity that comes 
forth from their sons and daughters.

16. They abandon them (their children) in ignorance like 
animals until they grow without auy guidance or training.

17• They ignorantly expect of them decency despite their 
negligence in childhood.

18. They fail to observe their conduct in youth until 
they grow up on bad behaviour and immorality.

19. The losses we incur from this act, my brother, are 
many and shameful.
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20. The practice of" the most unfortunate people is to 
forbid woman from being educated and leaving her 
in vain.

21. Evil persons like them are the source of all 
disturbances to people.

2^o Why not because a bad lady would give birth to 
children equally bad imitating her in evil and 
indecency.

23. 'What asurprisel they have missed the wisdom that 
good branches grow from the root.

24. If we take proper care of our root, we would plant 
tne palm of progeny in the fertile soil.

2 5 . Thus, we would reap many times as much as what we 
expect as gains in form of (decent) children 
developing properly.

26. The woman is the root the care of which is 
absolutely compulsory if we are reasonable.

27. If the woman is given right guidance, she will 
surely assist us to bring about responsible progeny.

28. .Before that, it is compulsory for us to ensure that 
the girl and boy are pmperly educated.
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6o3.3. Comments:

According to Shaykh Alikinla, mothers* influence on 
their children is so enormous that adequate attention 
should be devoted to getting them properly equipped.
This is in the light of the :common saying that educat 
ing a man means educating a single individual, but educat 
iug a woman is equal to educating the whole nation.
It is in recognition of the valuable roles women play in 
shaping the character of children who continue the human 
race that the Holy Qur'an commands respect for mothers. 
It says:

We have enjoined man to resnect 
his parents, his mother bears 
him in weakness-upon weakness, - wxxile his weaning takes nwo years. 
Thank Me as well as your parents; 
towards Me lies the goal. ?

Sneaking in the same vein, the Prophet (S.A.W.) is 
reported to have said when a man asked him thus:

Messexjger of God, who is the most 
deserving of good care from me?"
The Prophet replied, "Your mother 
(wnich he repeated three times) 
then your father, then your 4g 
nearest relatives in that order.

The Shaykh seizes the onportunity to lament over 
the stark ignoraxace and negligence of some elders, not
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necessarily Muslims, who shirk their responsibility of 
Dringing up their children on sound moral footing.
They pre-occupy their minds with thoughts of how to make 
more and more money with little or no time left for the 
children's care. Such people are accused of conniving 
at their children's misbehaviour and failing to provide 
them with proper education. Ironically such naive parents 
expect their children to fit in well as adults in the 
community.

condemning the practice of depriving female children 
of their right to education, the Shaykh says that it symbo­
lises the extent of misfortune that has befallen the nation. 
If one expects so much from them, one should try to provide 
facilities for them. An ignorant mother uelieving in 
superstitions will certainly have negative influence on 
her children because she lacks a sense of direction. To 
avoid this unpleasant development the Prophet (S.A.7/.) 
is reported to have advised us thus:

hake provision for your children 
equally. If I were to recommend 
preference for any of them, I would 
favour the females.^
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According to the Shaykh, the mother stands for the 
root which determines the nature of the stem, branches, 
leaves and fruits. If the root decays, the plant dries 
up. To have responsible aud diligent children, efforts 
must be intensifies to educate women and appreciate their 
worth as indispensable partners in progress.

6«.40l. Reasons for giving preference to women over men:
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6.4.2. Translation:

1. You can see my dear reader, that I have given prefe­
rence to women above men in everything I have said.

2. The responsibilities of development and war have 
been placed on them. Ask me why.

3. I would answer you by saying that the mother is 
the one who feeds her young children on milk from 
her blood.

4. It is compulsory for the child to obey her from 
childhood to maturity without any option...

5. (This is due to his) having imbibed lessons from his 
mother with deep impact on his brain with which he 
would grow.
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6 . There is a great lesson in the lioness when it 
trains the cub for hunting other (animals).

7. Just as the cat teaches her babies how to hunt rats 
from youth to maturity.

8. It launches attacks on large rats to kill them 
without any fear whatsoever.

9. leasts of prey get trained for launching attacks 
and hunting from infancy.

1 0 . The females of most of the animals take care of 
their young ones from infancy to maturity.

11. There is no difference between them whether they 
live in the seas, on land or j_n the sky.

12. The males are concerned with (providing) food and 
protection of the family from birth to maturity,,

13. That is why I consider taking proper care of the 
girl as the laying of foundation for civilization 
and development.

lh. If the girl is given education, guidance and good
manners, she would become honourable and respectable.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



29e

15. She would Decome enlightened from youth and bring 
forth children (properly brought up) as expected.

16. If the new generation inherit civilization and 
valiauce from mothers, then they would succeed.

17. That young children are courageous has its root 
from mothers, and the case is the saoue if they are 
cowards.

18. The objective of my giving preference to them 
(ladies) is love for perfect development and 
civilization.

19. Why should that not be? If our courage is inherited 
from the mother, we would be successful and rise in 
esteem.

20. We would totally get rid of the evil tendencies like 
cowardice, malice and mischief (perpetrated by) 
irresponsible people.

31. If we start to eliminate all these from our midst, 
we would thereby get to the peak of glory.

22. Her children would, as expected, become honourable, 
free from all impurities.
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6.4.$. Comments:

Justifying his extensive discussions on the woman, 
the Shaykh draws attention to the enormous influence she 
exercises on her children who are expected in future to 
steer the ship of the nation. It is the way every potential 
leader is Drought up that determines his conduct while in 
office. To drive the point home, he gives examples of 
animals the females of wnich owe it a duty to train the 
young ones while the males toil to sustain and provide for 
the family. This is a lesson for tne champions of women's 
liberation.

Taking proper care of the woman is like laying a solid 
foundation for tne society. That is why the Prophet has 
laid so much stress on educating her. Probably the 
problems which confront this nation at present are mostly 
the aftermath of the collapse of family organisation 
which encourages women to go out to acquire wealth that they 
spend mostly on funeral ceremonies, jewelleries and other 
things. Unless and until deliberate efforts are made to 
arrest the situation by curbing the haoit of spending 
money on unproductive yentures or dereliction of parental
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duties to children social security, progress and 
stability will continue to elude Nigeria. Inordinate 
quest for wealth and lack of concern for future 
generations are mainly the short-comings of some past
leaders
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NOTES AMD REFERENCES TO 
CHAPTER VI

1. Doi, A.R.I. Shari1ah: The Islamic Law, (London, Ta 
Ha PuDlishers, 198#/1404- A.H) p. 119.

2. Ibid
3. The Holy Qur'an 30: 21.
4-o The nS reads instead of *L^

m
5. The MS reads which is grammatically wrong-

6. For Dy the Poetic lisence. See Wright. W.
A Grammar of Arabic Language (Ca^Dride, Camoridge 
University Press, 1977) Vol. IIpp.3 7 7 ff.

7. The MS reads instead of j ^ --i

8 . The reads o-*i^instead of

9. The MS reads 1  ̂11 wnich is wrong oecause the
first word, a noun, is douDly defined. The tejct now 
reads --.insteadof y__. IS

dot
10. The MS reads instead of ><cuj dhat is omitted.

11. The MS reads L' instead of

• The MS instead of Both are correct except
that latter is better in the context.

12
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13. Instead Cr*+ Dy the poetic lisence. See Wright, W. 

op. cit.

14. A reference to the Qur'an 23: 5r>*

15. Llewellyn - Jones,. D. Everywoman (London, Faber and 

Fa«er Ltd. 1982') n. 365*

16. Ibid p. 366.
17. The MS needs instead of O— » •

18. Instead of ^ — ***•* by the poetic lisence.

19. The MS reads «-*-*-*£■)* instead of vw  »

20. The MS reads o - ^ 3 instead of o * having put a 
dot on ha1

pronoun
21. This relate ve^ usually follows a definite noun.

There is therefore a mistake here.

22. The MS reads • yiJS instead of * >— •

23. The MS reads *. €
m

24. The MS reads &  instead of *-»a » •

25. The Holy Qur'an 24: 33

26. 'Ali, M.A. Manual of Hadith (Lahore, The Ahmadiyyah 
Anjuman Ishaat Islam, n.d') p. 279.

27. The Holy Qur'an 17: 31.
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m28. The MS reads ** instead of cr.«..*J<

29. The relative pronoun usually follows a definite noun 
in Arabic. There is an error heit therefore. See 
Wright, W. op.. cit. pp. 320 and 321.

30. There is a grammatical mistake of maxing an indefinite 
nonn precede a relative pronoun here. See Ibid

31. The MS reads instead of oli— iu*

32. This verb ought to reflect the dual form of the 
subject as required by Arauic Grammar.

33. The MS reads instead of q ■ which accords
with the content in terms of meaning.

34-. The MS reads o— y *

35. The meaning of this particle is not appropriate here.
O— * will be a better substitute.

36. The MS reads instead of •

37. The MS reads f- fr̂ 3 instead olr-t^ in the te^t to 
conform with the metre.

38. The MS reads instead of *
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39. The WS reads instead of > .t' ■<?

40. The liS reads 4— instead of

41. The MS reads instead of c-L^>Li

42. There is a grammatical mistake here because a noun
following a demonstrative pronoun jought to be defined. An alternative is to consider ashrar as a predicate.

43. The MS reads^J^k* instead of
f *44. The MS reads >-2v instead of

45. The MS reads instead of
m

46. The MS reads instead of <-#LJLlJI

47. The Holy Qur'an 31: 14.

'48. Lemu, 8.A. and Heeren. F. Woman in Islam (London.
The Islamic Foundation, 1978/1398 A.H.> p. 23o

49. Al-Jaza'iri, A.J. Minhaj al-Muslim (n.p. Dar El 
Fiker n. d.) p. 91.

50. The third taf'ilah is defective.

51. The MS reads iju*instead of

52. The MS reads instead of +>—■*) in the tejct

53. The second taf fllah is defective.

54* The metre is polluted in this hemistich as the second 
taffilah is defective.
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55* The meter is slightly polluted here as the first 
taf ̂ ilah is defective.

56. The MS reads *Li+D instead of *Li+J as in the 
text. The latter is preferred Decause it is not 
definite as mudaf.

57. There is a mistake here as this adjective does not 
agree with the noun in gender as required by Arabic 
Grammar.
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CHAPTER VII

HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES FOR 
EVERY INDIVIDUAL IN THE' NATION AS IN 

THE WORK
7,0.0. Health, people say, is wealth. The importance 

Islam attaches to health is so much that all its teachings 

are aimed to ensure pleasant life wnich presupposes good 

health, in this earthly life, and in the Hereafter. That 

is why it has recommended that Muslims should avoid every­

thing in form of food, drink, and general behaviour that 

may endanger their health. It encourages hygiene, proper 

feeding and clothing and having enough rest. Due to its 

condemnation of inordinate quest for material possessions, 

it seeks not only to achieve spiritual elevation Dut also 

to guide against stress that may lead to hypertension, 

heart problems and mental disorders. It is those who 

adhere strictly to these guidelines that the Qur'an assures 

pleasant and trouble-free life here, and abundant rewards 

in the life after death. It says:

Whoso acts righteously, wnether male or female, 
and is a believer, We 
will surely grant him
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a pure life, and We will surely 
bestow on such their reward 
according to the best of their 
works.

The Prophet himself (S.A.W.') has exemplified the
teachings of Islam on taealth both in words and deeds.
On an occasion, he discovered that one of his companions,
named 'Abdullah, had forsaken food and sleep with a view
to fasting during the day and performing mawafil. in the
night. Having heard from him that the information was
correct, the Prophet (S.A.W.) advised him thus:

...Keep fast and eat also, staud 
up (to pray at night), and sleep 
also; for verily there is a duty 
on thee to thy body, and verily 
there is a duty on thee to thy 
people, and verily there is a 2 
duty on thee to thy visitors..

This Hadith snowsclearly that it is a responsibility to 
keep the body healthy so as to lead a purposeful life and 
to contribute meaningfully to the welfare of the society.
If activities aimed at spiritual improvement cannot be 
given as an excuse for depriving the body of its necessit­
ies and thereby endangering one's life, there is no other 
tenable reason for such. However, the Qur'an has soecifi-

Zcally warned one not to engage oneself in self-destruction.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



In the following lines, Shaykh Alikinla.has a 
dispassionate look at what should be the role of the 
State with respect to the provision of health facilities 
to the citizens. His views are not only on direct 
curative health-care services, but also on preventive 
measures. The poems go thus:

7.1.1. A look at the prevention of butchers from treachery

dfr----- - gr*^ or̂
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1 j1 1 j jl
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l* "" ■ 
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8
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7.1.2. Translation:
1. We should admonish the butchers to observe all (the) 

health regulations.
2 We should urge them to be concerned about our health 

by slaughtering fat cows and sheep, not the lean ones
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3. We should restrain them from committing crimes by 
ouying dead animals; this is surely a danger.

4. If they cheat and expose us to danger but (Allah), 
the beneficent, disgraces them by revealing their 
secret... *

5. They should be given the punishment they deserve based 
on justice• the law (should be applied to determine 
their) reward.,

6. They should De compelled to pay heavy fines for 
cheating those who repose confidence in them.

7. After the fine, they should suffer disgrace more by 
being imprisoned until they repent from cheating.

8. But if they are remorseful and suow signs of 
seriousness to respect and oe guided by provisions 
of the law...

9. They should be pardoned and be granted freedom from 
danger as they have moved away from cheating and 
indecency.

7.1.3. Comments:
In the lines aDove, Shaykh Alikinla discussess how

to restrain outchers from unnecessarily exposing the
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public to health hazards by slaughtering infected cattle 
or selling carrions. The Qur'an categorically prohibits 
eating of animals that die of themselves^0 ostensibly to 
avoid the diseases that have killed them from oeing carried 
to the consumers. Failure to adhere strictly to this 
regulation should De viewed with great concern by the 
appropriate authorities and heavy punishments metted to 
the culprits.

In the light of the fore-going, the practice of 
assigning veterinary doctors to inspect cattle Deing 
brought to the city and those to be slaughtered should 
be maintained. It is regrettable that due to financial 
constraints and, more importantly, lack of dedication, 
this responsibility is Deing shirked with the attendant 
dangers to the lives of the innocent public.

The Shaykh must have singled out butchers to be 
particularly watched prooauly uecause some of them could 
sell meat unfit for human consumption in their desnerate 
bid to amass wealth. However, recent developments have 
shown that the bad px*actice has pervaded the whole 
spectrum of consumer-goods business. There have been 
cases in recent years of fake drugs, co^^ng oil diluted 
with other things, adulterated baby food/* This is -apart
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from sUD-standard products that now flood the markets.
The most recent is Gaari which is sold as poison because grate cassava
/ has not been allowed to ferment. It is time we did 
something decisive about this problem. It should be one 
of the first stens to De taken to prevent diseases and 
enhance health-care delivery,

7,2.1, Protection of butchers, cleanliness of their slabs, 
private homes and unoccupied spaces and estaolish- 
ment of sanitary inspection:
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7.2.2. Translation:

1. We snould establish as a matter of imnortau'ce an
y

office ensuring the sanitation of surroundings 
(to avoid') offence(s').

2. Health workers should man it enforcing its regulations 
and urging us to be modest.

%  We should set aside a market for them (butchers) 
fenced with strong wire to guide against filth.

4. We should educate them on how to keep the floor,
29taule and their knives tidy to avoid dagger.

5. We should order sanitary inspectors to follow up 
their concern for the welfare of the people with 
devotion.

6. For instance, by filling up all the swamps and other 
places excavated to forestall the attack of mosouitoas.

7. They should weed out all squalor that mars the out­
look of the country with filth.

8. They should not leave a^y grass unweeded in the 
country, for instance at open spaces as (a form of) 
inspiration.

9. All the dilapidated and desolate (ouildings') snould
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not be allowed at all in our midst because (their 
sight is) loathsome,,

10. We should give the sanitary inspectors a free hand 
and provide them with drugs to avoid death.

11. We should b»ild clinics for the health of our people 
wuich they would visit to be cured of epidemic.

12. Following that would oe hospitals, many, with wuich 
we would wage a war against all diseases.

13. We should also build convalescent centres to give 
rest to the aged and the miseraole

7.2.3. Comments:
On enviromental sanitation as discussed above,

Shaykh Alikinla gives four major suggestions; the first is 
to have an institution like a sanitary inspectorate solely 
charged with the responsioility of keeping our environment 
clean and tidy. To be aDle to perform their functions 
satisfactorily, those to work in the inspectorate snould 
be trained in community health care and provided with 
amenities to facilitate their jobs. Their primary assignment 
is to educate the public on the significance of keeping 
surroundings clean with practical demonstration. In case 
there are individuals wno prove impervious to their
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instructions, they should oe brought to book.

The second suggestion is to have separate markets 
for the various groups of traders. For example, butchers 
should oe assigned places as their slaos with necessary 
facilities to keep them tidy. Sanitary inspectors should 
oversee tnis. The same thing should De done to mechanics, 
motor spare parts dealers, foodstuff sellers, dealers in 
textile and building materials etc. This will not only 
enhance the public health but will also lend beauty to 
the environment.

Taking care of unoccupied spaces is the third 
recommendation* Swamps should be filled up, bushy grass 
weeded and dilapidated buildings pulled down. All tnese 
combine to constitute an eyesore to the city.

The last suggestion is the provision of drugs to 
prevent and treat diseases as the case may be. clinics 
and hospitals should be built to take care of the public.
In addition, convalescent centres should De established 
fo^ the benefit of the aged. Thus, according to the Shaykh, 
it is not only inanimate oDjects that mar our environmental 
beauty out more regrettaoly destitutes let loose due to 
lack of adequate care for them. If there are enough 
clinics, hospitals and homes for the aged aiad the infirm,
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our streets will have been spared the. ugly sight of 
miserable and dejected destitutes begging for alms or 
wandering all about aimlessly.

7.3.1. A look at traditional and modern doctors:
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>7*3#2#. Translation:

1. We should give recognition to the dexterous doctors 
who have attained great heights in medicine
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2 . The one who is an efficient doctor should be 

(adequately) rewarded if he proves nis worth.

3. And he who also knows effective medicine to cure 
ailments and treat the sick (should De rewarded 
for his) ixjtelligence.

4. Their concern should be to cure the sick and others 
so as to regain health after despair.

5. We should restore life to those who are on the brink 
of the grave due to (excessive) rain and suffering.

6. We should encourage them in all aspects with money, 
equipment and other things.

7« We should provide for the one who gives â . impressive 
report on the thorough investigation of any incurable 
disease.

8. Thus, the one who tries his Dest to provide us with 
elixir would be held in high esteem.

9. We should reward him with money, a big title and a 
medal of glory; all these are for the one who 
distinguishes himself.

10. We should assist traditional doctors with them as a 
matter of importance because of their previous roles.

11. We should introduce modifications into our traditional, 
old health care so as to enjoy sound health.

IP. We should try our best in the modification to bring
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it to the same level with European medicine.

13. We should uuild laboratories to conduct various 
experiments for (national) protection.

7.3.3. Comments:

The above are the views of Shaykh Yusuf Alikinla on 
the medical practitioners, modern and traditional. Taxing 
the former first, he recommends fabulous rewards for hard- 
work and efficient doctors in appreciation of their service 
to the nation. They should De encouraged to practise 
their profession by providing them with money, necessary 
equipment and other inputs.

Recognising the important roles played by traditional 
medical practitioners Doth in the past and at present, the 
poet recommends their integration into the national health­
care-delivery system. The two groups should close ranks 
and find means of assisting one another as partners in 
progress not as rivals and enemies. It is a matter of 
joy that efforts are being made at the Federal and State

OQlevels to this end.
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7.4.1. A look at building of medical schools and 

sending students abroad:

** 31 - . .. i • -.30 * .

• 32. . ,1 Ul ,Jl L'AJ. XLM
•»

XX vr-JI L^ik> jJ - T
- . 35 ŷJLeJl p j..* (. <3—** 1 -t—A j * «I lJL> u-»-< o* - i

7.4.2. Translation:-

1. 7e should for this purpose establish a school to
turn out effici'ent- physicians for the (the country's) 
greatness.

2. Before founding (the school) we should, in the 
interim, send students to European countries (so 
as to realise) the hope.

5. We will be proud if we can achieve the hope and the 
students come back with high-quality certificates.

4. 'We should put them in high posts after their return; 
this is the worth of the profession.

7.4.3. Specialisations of medical students;

Going further, the Shaykh speaks on the areas of 
medical sciences that should be given preference. He saysUNIV
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7.4.4. Translation i

1. We should divide them into groups; a group should besick
for general sickness treating the/ with shrewdness.

2. A group should be in charge of operating the sick if 
the condition is so bad.

3. Some of them should be specialists in the various 
aspects of health care with necessary nualifications.

4. Some of them should train as dentists so that people 
can be free from tooth problems.

5. We should select for eye alone those who would be 
its specialists protecting people from blindness.

6. It is the right of ladies (to have doctors) to assist 
by protecting them (against diseases).

7. A doctor should assist them when pregnant to avoid 
fear in pregnancy and its discomfort.

8. It is compulsory for us, oh my people, to have an 
articulate plan so as to have through the women best 
children.
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7*4,5• Comments:

Realising the indispensable roles played by medical 
practitioners in sustaining and promoting health care of 
all and sundry, Shaykh Alikinla recommends that adequate 
provision should De made for their proper training.
His recommendations are broadly three.

The first is that a medical school should be estaDli- 
shed to train doctors and para-medical staff locally. 
Advantages to be derived from this are many. It will speed 
up the production of the practitioners. It will also pave 
the way for the self-independence of the nation as her 
dependence on the colonial masters in the area of medical 
care at the time of writing should be dispensed with as 
soon as possible. It is also a unique opportunity to 
carry out researches into diseases that are common or 
peculiar to our environment. Economically, it will 
help to conserve our foreign reserve particularly at 
this period of economic recession all over the world.

Due to the heavy financial cost of the project and 
time it will take Defore it is realised, the Shaykh 
suggests that scholarships should oe awarded to qualified
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citizens to study abroad, preferably in Europe. The 
Shaykh may be particular about the West probably because 
of our relationship with Britain. He sees success in this 
venture not only belonging to the beneficiaries alone Dut 
also as a glory and px-ide to the whole nation. Hence all 
hands must be on deck to realise the objective.

The third recommendation is to give due recognition 
to brilliant doctors who have performed creditaDly well 
in their studies. This is Dest done by giving them 
resoonsible posts' to maximise their output. It will also 
serve as a means of encouraging others to go for the same 
training.

Giving further explanations on courses to be studied 
by medical students, the Shaykh recommends general health 
care, surgery, dentistry, ophthalmology, gynaecology, 
obstetrics, paediatrics etc. This is to ensure the 
availability of soecialists to handle various forms of 
ailments. Forward-looking as this suggestion is, it 
leaves out some other major medical courses which are 
directly related to treatment. Such courses include 
radiography, radiology, pathology, physiotherapy,
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pharmacology, laooratory technology, nursing, midwifery 
etc. Mention should also oe made of pharmacy aiid other 
allied courses.

Shaykh Alikinla's message is more relevant now when 
our health institutions cry for adequate funding. They 
lament that the meagre resources at their disposal are 
grossly inadequate to maintain their equipment . Staff 
development by providing grants for* researches and academic 
programmes has uecome a thing of the past. To sustain staff 
welfare services is Decoming more and more difficult. It 
is no surprise then that the medical experts including con­
sultants troop out of the country not only because of money 
Dut also due to their eagerness to be acquainted with 
the latest in the medical equipment and update their 
knowledge.
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jmOTES AMD REFERENCES TO 
CHAPTER VII

1. The Holy Qur'an 16: 97.

2. ADu'l-Fazl n. (ed.) Selections from Mishkat-ul- 
Masablh, (Pakistan, Sind Sagar Academy, 1977) b. $1.
-----5--------7

3. The Qur'an 2: 195.

4. The nS reads instead of because It is
better with the definite article and in the 
nominative case to accord more with the content.

5. The metre of this hemistich is corrupted. It seems 
that a word is missing.

6. The MS reads -k-i*Jl instead of k. »► Decause Arabic

Grammar demands that Mudaf should not be prefixed with 
al . See Wright, W. A Grammar of the Arabic Language, 

(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1977) vol. II 
o. 201.

7. The MS reads instead of which
m

accords more with the root-form- u*-~-* *

8. The MS reads instead of er-kJ because there is
no need for the second lam.

9. That this line does not make a complete sense is a 
defect technically called Tadmim or Tatmim. See
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Wright, W, o£. cit. p. 375

10. See the Qur'an 5: 3 for the various kinds of animals 
fobidden to Muslims.

11. The MS reads instead of «J" 1 *■"*' I prefer
the latter because its meaning fits in well in the 
context.

12. The MS reads o ^ U >  wnich is an obvious mistake
because there snould be a single "lam". Secondly, 
convention demands tnat should follow a definite
noun. Lastly, it corrupts the metre. These are the 
reasons for prefering .

m " •»
13. The MS reads gr-*-* instead of C-* as Mudaf ilayhl.

14. The riS reads I prefer tiLLJl to maintain the
metre•

15. This word has a single vowel instead of tamyin on its 
last letter due to the poetic lisence wnich sometimes 
allows suppression of the tanwin. See Wright, W. 
op. cit. Vol. II. p. 388.

16. The MS reads t_r*—* -AJ which is obviously wrong because 
it has no meaning.

17. The MS r e a d s which is wrong here because of
the dot on the first letter. The word should read 
(̂*1̂1 II k
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18. The MS reads instead of o-b Decause
of idafah.

19. The MS reads whicn is grammatically wrong
Decause of its being mudaf.

20. Literally, "their sharp instruments".

dl. The MS reads tr— I prefer tr— Decause it
fits in Detter in the content.

•» • r ||
22. The MS read instead of The ya1

in tne former is in excess.

23. The MS reads * •' the meaning of which does not
accord with the context. I prefer instead.

24. The MS reads u*— instead of u* * **'

23. The MS reads which corrupts the metre. I
prefer which fits in well with the context
in meaning and form.

26. The MS reads cr—** I prefer O" because it
helps to maintain the metre and to satisfy the 
requirement of Arabic Grammar.

?7. The MS reads o>— instead of ^  which accords 
Detter with the context.

. The MS reads ^ il I prefer w^ich makes the
line meaningful.

28
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29. For instance, a week-long international exhibition 
on African traditional medicine in Lagos started on 
Friday March 25, 1988. See National Concord (Lagos) 
of March 26, 1988.

30. The MS reads (j«— Ii instead of I SjJ I prefer 
the latter Decause its meaning accords with the 
context better without any adverse effect on the 
metre.

31. The MS reads i-Jl which is grammatically wrong
uecause the preceding noun is indefinite. That is 

forthe reason/suDstituting it with * •

32. The MS reads ^ wnicn is grammatically wrong
due to idafah. See Wright op. cit. p. 201.

33• The i:S reads wnich is semantically wrong.

The MS reads instead of *— t*««" to reflect the
gender of the subject.

35* The MS reads instead of which is correct
due to idafah.

36. The MS reads >**aSL«** There is no need for the
additional • at the end of the word.

37» The MS reads C~iX~which is obviously wrong.
38. The MS reads j prefer because it fits

in well in the context.
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CHAPTER VIII

ISSUES IN SHAYKH ALIKINLA* S ISLAMIC MANIFESTO '
FOR NIGERIA

The previous chapters contain the views of Shaykh 
Yusuf Alikinla aimed at ensuring a bright future for 
Nigeria. We have seen that the issues raised are not 
restricted to the religious aspect of the ; national life 
alone, but also extend to other spheres. Another point to 
be noted at this juncture is that the views,as expressed 
by the poet,are pragmatic and down-to-earth. This, in 
essence, shows the Shaykh as a committed patriot believing 
in being practically involved in the process of building 
and reforming the nation. He is not, therefore, a specula­
tive theorist or a sentimental idealist.

Sincere as the Shaykh- may be in his thought to serve 
Nigeria, it should not be taken for granted that all his 
views are still as relevant to the prevailing circumstances 
as they were at the time of writing the poem. Even then, 
it could not be ruled out that some of the views were not 
practicable. It is against this background that issues 
raised in the work are hereby examined with a view to 
finding out the extent of their relevance to the present
situation. First we will consider the factors that might 
have motivated the Shaykh to write the poem.
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8.1 Factors that motivated the Shaykh in his views:

It cannot be ascertained what factor exercised 
the greatest influence on the Shaykh. The following 
are therefore considered and arranged not in the order 
of importance. It must also be admitted that this 
discussion is not exhaustive as further research may 
lead to the discovery of other factors that may hava escap 
our attention. The factors are as follows:

(a) Mass media: Shaykh 'Abd al-Salam Alikinla was
fond of listening to radio broadcast in Arabic from the 
British Broadcasting Corporation (B.B.C); Voice of 
America and, possibly, from other developed nations 
broadcasting in Arabic. This was in addition to 
broadcast from Arab countries.Also, he used to receive 
journals magazines and other publications from radio
stations and other institutions ,particularly from the 
Arao World. Although he did not understand English, 
he must have benefited a great deal from broadcast in 
Yoruba by the local radio station. He was always on 
the lookout for information to keep abreast of 
contemporary issues of the time.
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A person who was so attached to mass media 
within and outside the country would be exposed to 
a world far larger than what his contemporaries could 
imagine. tie would be living ahead of time. It should 
not be a surprise therefore that the Shaykh was able 
to come up with such brilliant and forward-looking ideas 
as are raised in the poem.

(b) Colonial Government’s propaganda: The poem was 
written at the time wnen anti-colonial activities reache< 
a peak. In an attempt to extend its stay, the Colonial 
Government would have embarked on propaganda to sell 
itself to the rank and file of Nigerians. They would be 
told about efforts in the pipe-line to transform Nigeria 
into one of the best countries in the world. The emphasi 
would have been on agriculture and commerce, being the 
two critical areas of the economy that were of particular 
interest to the colonial authorities. Education, health 
and other social amenities might also be touched upon
to raise the people's hopes for a better future. All 
these propaganda must have attracted the attention of 
our man and influenced his views in the work.
(c) Pre-Independence politics; The introduction of
the Richards Constitution in 1946 increased political
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activities leading to the inauguration of political 
parties in the various parts of Nigeria. These parties, 
particularly those eventually in power in the Eastern, 
Northern and Western Regions respectively,tried to 
outdo one another in giving impressive manifestoes.
Ideas such as those contained in the poem could have 
been mentioned by some of the parties. This possibility 
cannot oe ruled out if we bear in mind that many 
foundation-memDers of most of the parties have been to 
the developed countries either as students or on 
ousiness trips. They must have seen the difference 
between Nigeria and the developed countries. Such an 
experience would have been a great advantage in drawing 
their manifestoes. Thus ,the Shaykh must have been 
influenced by the campaign speeches and discussions of 
the politicians in public,on the radio and in newspapers.

(d) Divine Inspiration: Ability to imbibe knowledge 
and to use it positively, as understood in Islam, is a 
special favour of Allah. In that case, the Shaykh may 
be taken to have owed all his knowledge to divine 
inspirations. In addition, he is believed particularly
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by his disciples to have been specially inspired in
"a kind of spiritual transformation” experienced
after the passing away of his teacher, Shaykh 

_ pZakariya' al-Adabi . This belief was strengthened 
by the fact that the Shaykh's standard of erudition 
as shown in his writings and discussions was greater 
than what one would expect from an average scholar of 
his time.
(e) Interaction with the educated class: The Shaykh 
had special interest in interacting with Western 
educated men then in the service of the colonial 
government and private establishments. It was Muslims 
in this group that formed the bulk of the members of 
Hizbu'l-lah al-Ghalib which he founded in 1952. 
Although most of them were his disciples and members 
of H.L.A. under his leadership, he must have gained 
from their wealth of experience being a man who had a 
special flair for knowledge. He must have engaged 
some of them in lively discussions on contemporary 
issues" of the time. This would go a long way to widen 
the horizon of his knowledge.
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(f) Interaction with foreigners; The Shaykh’s views
on allowing foreign businessmen pa-rticularly those from
the Arab World to invest in the national economy shows
the extent of his confidence in them. This confidencehis
must have been a result of/wealth of experience and 
long interaction with them. As some of them could 
speak Arabic ,aoart from those who had picked up 
Yoruba, the Shaykh must have gained from discussions 
with them. In addition, our man engaged two graduates 
of the Azhar University, Cairo, in his short-lived 
Arabic School at Agbaje Compound, Ayeye, Ibadan. It is 
not impossible that he also had connections with other 
Arab nations and educational institutions with a view 
to getting assistance from them in aid of the Arabic 
School. These efforts must have exposed him to 
experiences beyond what he could have access to locally.

(gl Knowledge of Islamic History: As shown in Mustaqbal 
Ilorin al-Zahir, the Shaykh is fond of making 
references to the past to assess the present and to 
plan for the future. Thus,the poem is full of many 
instances cited from Islamic History,from the earliest
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period to the immediate past. He seems to have devoted 
sufficient time to the study of modern developments 
in Muslim countries all over the world with emphasis 
on specific contributions made by some personalities 
to that effect. As historical incidents cannot be 
fully understood without being related to the political, 
social, religious, economic and educational conditions 
of the time, the Snaykh must have considered all these 
along with the historical records. It should be 
expected therefore that his conceptual outlook is 
comprehensive,taking very little or nothing for granted.

These are the factors that one may identify as being 
responsible for motivating the Shaykh to express the 
views contained in his work under study. We will now 
have a look at the issues raised in the work.

8.2 The use of Ilorin in the poem:

As the title of the MS shows, the first impression 
that one has on seeing it is that the work is mainly, 
if not exclusively, on "the bright future of Ilorin." 
This,in effect,gives the impression that the author is 
myopic in thought. But this is far from being the 
situation. The use of Ilorin is symbolic for the whole
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nation, if not beyond, covering the Islamic community 
which has no geographical boundary.

Whether the picture of Ilorin was as pathetic
as painted by our man to the extent of being unbecoming
for men of honour is yet to be examined. Nevertheless,
it should be granted that orovision of modern social
amenities such as good roads, well—planned markets^
modern heal th facilities, electricity, pipe-born water,
schools for boys and girls, law-enforcement agents,etc.
was far below expectation in'many cities, towns and
villages and Ilorin could not be an exception. This
general deplorable situation^prevalent in most parts
of the country at the time would be the first>
justification for using Ilorin to stand for all other 
pi aces.

The revolt of Afonja, the Are-Ona-Kakanfo of
3Alaafin of Oyo Empire about 1817 resulted in drawing 

Ilorin to the focus of religio-political manouvres of 
the early eighteenth century in Yorubaland,-and trans­
formed it into a densely-populated cosmopolitan city.

"VTo withstand the forces ofr Ojo Agunbanbaru advancing 
from Barioa and to prepare to forestall possible attacks

it
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from Oyo, Afonja had to enter into an alliance with
Mai lam al-Salih (Alimi), whose son 'Abd al-Salam • •
brought Ilorin under the Sokoto Caliphate having been
presented with a flag by the Emir of Gwandu. The
Jihadists' authority became fully established when
Afonja and Solagberu,leading the Local Muslim forces • • •
championing the cause of the former,were killed in 
srarious confrontations after the battle. Ilorin then 
continued to wax stronger in authority and,sometime 
between 1827 and 1830, Alafin Oluewu "was made to come 
to Ilorin 'to tap the Qur'an." It was only in 1840 
that Ibadan defeated it at the battle of Osogbo.^

The establishment of Ilorin as an "outpost" of 
the Fulani Jihad and the subsequent internal consolida­
tion and victories over external forces led to the 
influx of Fulani, Hausa, Nupe and, probably other tribes 
situated across the Niger. They came as warriors, 
teachers, missionaries, administrators and traders.
Many people, particularly Muslims, fled from Oyo Empire 
to go and join their Muslim brothers in Ilorin.'N
According to Gbadamosi, the Muslims seized this 
opportunity to use Ilorin as base to attack some towns
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and villages under Oyo Empire ,thereby encouraging
Muslims and Hausa slaves "to rise in revolt and flee
to Ilorin."5 It could not be ruled out totally that
non-Muslims particularly slaves might be among those
who ran away for freedom . In effect, the population
of Ilorin continued to increase by leaps and bounds
consisting of major tribes in Nigeria. The cosmopolitan
nature of the city with the major tribes living in

and
almost distinct and separate quarters^retaining largely 
their respective diverse cultural background might have 
presented the Shaykh with a prototype of the Nigerian 
situation,serving as the basis for his views and ideas.

In addition to the facts mentioned above, the 
contents of the MS prove beyond doubt that Ilorin has 
been used to symbolise the country at large. Issues 
discussed in the work include security against internal 
and external aggression in the modern sense of it by 
having combat - ready, well-equipped and disciplined 
armed forces. Agriculture and commerce with guidelines 
given for the participation of foreign investors, 
educational facilities for boys and girls to the extent 
of their ability,coupled with proper home training
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in religion and morality, family planning, care of 
mothers and woman's roles in the task of nation 
building are also discussed. Others are public health, 
traditional and modern methods of health-care delivery, 
training of medical and para-medical staff locally and 
abroad and their specialisations. All these leave no 
iota of doubt in anybody's mind that the recommendations 
are for the country at large. They are not applicable 
to any single city.

It is pertinent to comment here,although briefly, 
on the picture of Ilorin painted by the Shaykh.
According to him, the city was at the lowest level of 
development and desolate. The houses were huts built 
with mud and grass. In fact, the whole situation was 
so pathetic that it was unbecoming of men of honour to 
live there. Unfortunately,as the Shaykh alleges, those 
living there were so complacent that they realised no 
need to improve on the situation.

Much as one would agree that the general situation 
of social amenities and tidiness of cities and towns 
at the time left much to be desired, it is difficult 
to believe that Ilorin was as backward as described by 
the poet. We have mentioned above how Ilorin gained
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aascendancy in Lhe 13th century as/ political centre 

vhich must have enhanced its socio-economic progress.
It remained a chief participant "in the complex 
wars that lasted until 1393" in Yorubaland. Its 
authority was also recognised by its northern neigh­
bours. It aided tne Ctsu of Nupe against the Royal Nige 
Company under Goldie and continued to be "a thorn in 
the flash of the British administration in wigeria" 
until its defeat by the Company shortly after that of
, ,, L 6the btsu.

A town which wielded such political power and 
naS not suffered any serious devastating defeat that 
might nave led to its desolation cannot be believed 
to be in such an appalling situation by the middle of 
this century. Its importance as a commercial centre and 
a link between the worth and the South must have 
contributed to the extension of railway services to it. 
It was therefore a well-populated, thriving political 
and economic centre with -racial amenities enjoyed by 
other towns of its status.

Despite the above, the Shaykh's submissions cannot 
be totally sai < to be out of place. The description 
seems to be meant to serve a literary purpose rather

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



341

than to present the real situation as it is. The Shaykh 
appears to intend to carry us along in his efforts to 
ensure a bright future for the country. To make sure 
that we reason along with him, he needs to persuade us 
to believe that there is justification for the efforts. 
This he intends to do by calling our attention to the 
horrible situation of things needing urgent attention. 
To arouse sentiments, he needs to use strong words to 
condemn the si tuation-, showing that there is no alter­
native to doing something,and urgently too. People 
living with the situation^cannot be expected to do 
anything significant to change the situation either 
because they have grown used to it or lack the power 
of perception to enable them to properly and critically 
assess the situation. Thus ,the responsibility falls 
squarely on his shoulders and those who reason along 
with him.

8.3 The Shaykh1s aim in writing the work:

As said earlier , it is clear from the beginning 
of the MS that the Shaykh's ultimate aim in writing the 
work is to ensure that the future of the country is 
bright and full of prosperity. This, according to him,
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should be done by taking practical steps in all spheres 
of life to avoid lagging behind other nations in terms 
of development.

religion, his outlook of life did not allow him to 
close his eyes to the situation of Islam and fellow 
Muslims at the time. As a way of improving on the 
situation, ne inaugurated Hizbul-lah al-Ghalib as a 
socio-religious organisation aimed at improving the 
lot of Muslims and enhancing the status of Islam. He 
is also said to have been a member of many delegations 
to the Government calling for an improvement in its 
attitude to the Muslims.

Summarising the Shaykh's ultimate aim with 
particular reference to his concern for Islam as the 
prime motive for the positive transformation of man for 
better tomorrow, one of his students declares:

Being a Muslim committed to the cause of his

w
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(y — I jjj  ̂U ̂ 5

iV  11 ^  f  j  1 i  *  - ^ j

Translation:

1. He wishes that Nigeria should (be) elevated
in honour and be clad in the robe of progress.

2. And be under the control of Islam, well-secured 
and guided (on to the path of) civilization.

3. And Arabic Language should prevail in it and be 
enhanced as a, substitute to the various 
languages.

4. And Islam should ever enjoy without any hindrance, 
the authority to rule the whole land.

5. From the far East of Africa (to) Europe and 
America without any restriction.

6. To Allah belongs all the praise for making parts 
of the Shaykh’s aim materialise before (his) 
death.

7. The guide was lost in the year when the light of 
implementing what he designed for the Religion 
in Nigeria became bright.

8. After his demise, there was efflorescence; he 
was openly active in religious matters and 
praised as a fortunate fellow.
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The above lines show that the ultimate aim in 
all the Shaykh's activities is to ensure progress for 
Nigeria but on the course channelled by xslam. In 
fact, he sees the progress of the country as a 
manifestation of the advancement of Islam. That is 
why he has not restricted his opinion to the 
geographical entity known as Nigeria but extends it 
to include the Middle East, Asia, Europe, America etc. 
According to him, progress can be said to have been 
made to the extent that Islam has been allowed to 
influence the nation's life both publicly and 
privately.

The points mentioned above may make one
accuse the Shaykh of parochialism in using compliance
with Islam as the only yardstick for measuring theso
nation's progress. This is especially^in the light of 
the fact that Nigeria is a multi-religious State 
with the freedom of religion enshrined in the 
Constitution. It may be argued further that what the 
Shaykh is after is to impose Islam on all the citizens 
and exterminate all other religions. In this case, 
he will create tore problems than he wants to solve, 
particularly in the present dispensation.
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The argument above can arise from lack of proper
understanding of what Islam stands for. Islam is not
only a religion but a complete way of life recognising
no dichotomy between the various spheres of life.
Every Muslim is expected to ensure that everything
he does is in accordance with the teachings of the
Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophet (S.A.W.). it does
not make any difference whether one is living in a
country where the Shari*ah is implemented or not,
although the ideal situation is to live under an
Islamic boverntient. Since the Qur'an expressly forbids

0imposition of Islam willy-nilly on non-Muslims, it is 
unthinkable that any Muslim, not to talk of a renowned 
scholar like the Shaykh, should nurse such ambition.
The life of the Prophet (S.A.W.J and that of his rightly- 
guided Successors are full of practical exemplifications 
of the Qur'anic teaching as they granted unfettered 
freedom of religion to their nori-Musl im subjects. The 
fear that non-nuslims may be intimidated and coerced 
into Islam does not at all arise.

As a Muslim scholar who has studied the history 
of many nations paying attention to their rise and 
fall, the Shaykh must have been convinced that no
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man-made solution can be effective enough for 
the multi-dimensional problems bedevilling not 
only Nigeria but also the world at large. It is 
believed in Islam that Allah,and He alone,has the 
answer to all the world problems. He is the Rabb , 
having created the whole universe and all its contents 
and seeing to its smooth running and welfare. He is 
the All-Knowing. He has used His infinite knowledge 
to guide us and prepare us to solve problems we are 
bound to encounter in our earthly life. This He has 
provided by repealing Islam as the natural way
of leading a successful life here and enjoying 
felicity in the Hereafter. It behoves us to seize the 
opportunity and make the best of it. If we fail to 
avail ourselves of it, we are doomed to grope in 
darkness,as we can never find a substitute to the 
course of Allah"*.

A Muslim having proper knowledge of Islam is 
therefore dissatisfied with any attempt made to solve 
a problem or make progress in any aspect of human 
endeavour unless it bears the stamp of Islam. This 
he does, not because he has been indoctrinated to 
oppose anything un-Islamic without proper investigation 
but because experience has shown that such an attempt 
can never stand the test of time.
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A conference was held in 1972 between the Ministry of 
Justice, Saudi Arabia, and intellectuals from Europe to 
compare how effective the Islamic and European Legal Systems 
had been in maintaining law and order. The Saudi delegates 
were taken up inter alia on the "punishment for theft in 
Islam and comparative consequences." According to the 
Europeans, amputation of the hand is too harsh a punishment 
for theft.

Defending the stand of Islam, the Saudis noted that the 
penal code in Europe seemed to ignore the agony of the 
thieves’ victims who might have been forcibly dispossessed 
of their property. They wondered whether it was "better to 
have pity on the hand of the thief rather than on the life 
of the assaulted person." In summary, it was asserted that:

Due to the harshness of this punishment in 
Islam, both the hand of the thief and the life 
of the victim have been protected, at one and 
the same time, and tranquility secured for all.
The execution, which is done publicly,serves to 
set an example.^®

It was explained that,for the previous seven years,
there had not been any amputation of the hand because 
nobody had been found guilty of the crime. In Saudi Arabia, 
it was declared, large sums of State money were taken from 
one place to another without any police escort.This could
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not be attempted in any European country. The visit of
the then American Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. William
Rogers to the country in 1971 was cited. He and his
suite dispensed with the armoured cars that had been
carried by special planes and which had accompanied them
in their tour of more than ten countries. The Minister
had to admit publicly that it was only in Saudi Arabia
that "one had such a feeling of security that one had no

11more need of a guard."
That the Shaykh considers all the parts of the world 

along with Nigeria-in his opinion on the progress of 
Islam with reference to the country is not at all a wild 
dream. In Islam, the artificial boundaries between 
nations do not count , All human beings, no matter 
where they are, are creatures of only one and the same 
God. It is He that gives directives on how they can 
achieve the ouroose of their existence. As He has no 
favourites, all the rules and regulations handed down 
are not discriminatory on the basis of geographical 
location, tribe, language or even colour. In fact, all 
human beings .are but a single community, in the terminology 
of Islam. In the light of this:
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vyJhen the Muslim defends his community he is 
defending more than a piece of land. He is 
protecting his faith. He may-happily die for 
its protection and preservation. By the same 
token, when he spreads the word of faith, his aim is not expansion of territory, but spreading 
the Faith and ideology of equality and human 
brotherhood.^

8.4 Mobilization of citizens for the national Cause
Shaykh Alikinla's discussions in Mustaqbal Ilorin 

al-Zahir start with the emphasis laid on loving one's 
nation. This is an appropriate issue to start on a 
work aimed at giving guidelines for the progress of 
one's nation. In it, he artistically makes an allusion 
to the pitiful situation of things that may not allow 
a patriotic mind to have sound sleep .

One aspect of the Shaykh's discussion in this respect 
is the emphasis laid on the need for mutual understanding 
between the leaders and followers. That serins' to be one 
of the conditions to ensure success in building a virile 
nation, since the cause is ostensibly a just one. Such 
relationship was relevant at the time of writing the 
work when efforts were being made to win Independence 
for Nigeria. Unless the ordinary man on the street was
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carried along in the struggle, the colonial masters 
might use the divide-and-cule tact tp thwart the nations* 
listic activities. Efforts must have been made to 
forestall this kind of unfortunate situation.

It is auite delightful that the Federal Governmentr
has just realised the importance of mass mobilisation to 
create a political climate that will be conducive to civil 
rule,as against military intervention in politics.
Although questions may be raised about the suitable 
modality for the mass mobilisation, the idea seems to 
have been welcomed by the rank and file of the Nigerian 
populace. The Shaykh’s opinion is therefore not only 
tenable in the present circumstances but also highly 
commendable, it seems the emphasis the Prophet (S.A.W) 
used to lay on proper understanding of his speeches and 
actions,to the extent of asking those present to inform 
those absent,was to achieve the same aim. No responsible 
leader can afford not to carry his people along.

8.4 Mention of yome countries as models of patriotism;

Tne Shaykh's call to the citizens to be prepared to 
defend thei- nation in war is significant. Islam,as said 
above? makes it obligatory for Muslims to spare no efforts 
in ensuring tne territorial integrity of their nation.
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This stand is also tenable in the light of modern 
developments, because nobody will take seriously any 
nation whose citizens are chicken-hearted.

In his attempt to drive the point home, the Shaykn 
cities the examples of Britain, France, Germany, the 
Soviet Union, Japan,Rome etc. The problem here is that 
the concept is acceptable on the basis of Islam and 
modern-day developments, but some of the countries given 
as examples have fought wars that may bot be justified in 
the light of Islam. Most of these countries 
illegitimately use their military power to oppress and 
cow down developing nations. What matters to them is the 
economic gain. Contrary to the teachings of Islam, they 
hardly thinx of their responsibility to Allah as the 
real Owner of the power they wield whimsically.

Giving the above nations as an examples may defeat the 
laudable aim in the view as conceived by the Shaykh. Most 
of the wars fought by them cannot be justified on the 
basis of Islam. It must be admitted however that 
mentioning them helps to show how conversant the 
Snaykh was with the world politics of his time. ThisUNIV
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should be appreciated if we compare him with some of 
his contemporaries who hardly knew anything about 
their immediate environment not to .talk of countries 
far away.
8.5 Mustafa Kemal Atfctifrk as a model of purposeful

Ieadership:

The mention of Mustafa Kemal Atattfrk of Turkey* *

as a military and political leader worthy of emulation 
by Muslims deserves some comments at this juncture.
Since the Shaykh calls for reformation along the Islamic 
lines, it seems this personality is not suitable for 
the purpose. Having started the modernisation of 
Turkey and State institutions "according to a secular 
modern model inspired by the West", he ended up removing 
the reference to Islam in the constitution in 1928 .
With this, the total removal of Islam from anything 
Turkish was completed. Whatever success he might have 
made was thus at the expense of Islam.

Having formed the People’s Republican Party in 
1923 as an instrument of power and.reform, Mustafa 
Kemal started to take unprecedented steps to tear apart
"the entire fabric of traditional Islamic life in Turkey,"^ 
He abolished Caliphate on 3, March, 1924, and exiled

14
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the incumbent Caliph, 'Abd al-Majld to Switzerland.
This was followed by the closure of the Ministry of
Shari cah and of the religious courts. There was also
the unification of the educational system aimed at
suppressing Islamic learning in favour of Western 

15education. Thus,the traditional institutions that 
bad regulated the people's life and government for 
centuries were got rid of without the slightest 
compunction.

To ensure that the influence of Islam on the people
was reduced to the ’barest minimum ,if not totally
obliterated, aDf 1 orders,aptly described by Nasr as

16"the custodian of Islamic spirituality" , were
proscribed and the Islamic mode of dressing,including
putting on the fez and the veil, was either abolished
or discouraged. Women were urged to do away with the
requirements of Islam in their dressing,and to imitate
their European counterparts in that respect. They

17should be "emancipated". To further drive the point 
home, he encouraged his European - educated wife,
Latifah ,to dress like a man and champion the cause of 
women liberation. The lady responded enthusiastically.
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Unfortunately, their marriage was soon dissolved
when she became, according to him, "too self-assertive,'^"'

Other reforms introduced by Kemal included the
introduction of the Gregorian solar calendar in
preference to the Islamic lunar calendar, adoption of
the secularist Civil Code of Switzerland in 1926, and
of penal and commercial codes of other European
countries. The application of the Sharicah was totally

19removed from the Turkish Judicial System.

He abolished ’Islamic social titles such as
Effendi, bey or Pasha,traditional to Turkey, use of
the Arabic script to be replaced with the Roman
alphabet in 1928, and the Arabic recital of the call
to prayer. Thenceforth, that should be done in Turkish
thereby alienating the Turkish people from the rest of the 

20Muslim world.
Despite the foregoing, Mustafa Kemal was an 

accomplished soldier, be was able to lead the Turkish 
people to successfully protect their nation against 
external aggression by winning many wars. They had 
victories over the Armenians, Greeks and the 
European Allied Forces. He urged them to fight in
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defence of Turkey even to death. This exemplary show
of courage and prowess impressed the people to the
extent that the honorific title of Ghazi. Ma fighter

21in a religious war'1 was bestowed upon him . enceforth, 
he rose to become a national hero.

Much as these feats on the battlefield: should be 
acknowledged and appreciated, one must not lose siqht 
of the gravity of anti-Islam reforms ^mentioned above 
which must have neutralised any respect for him,at 
least from the Islamic point of view. Had he succeeded 
in his ambition, Islam would have been completely wiped 
out. One wonders then on what ground 'would our learned 
Shaykh base his views.

3.7 Instances from Pre—Islamic and Islamic
periods to justify the necessity of warsi
Going further to show how important fighting wars 

is to sustain the nation, the Shaykh cites the examples 
of the Pre-Islamic Arabs, the early stages of Islam in 
Makkah and later in Madinah. This is the first time 
that one has come across a Muslim scholar commending 
directly or‘indirectly the bloodbath and wanton 
destruction of lives and property in the Pre—Islamic
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period in the Arab land. The situation was so chaotic 
that it had to be branded cAsr al-Jahi1iyyah. The fact
that the Arabs were saved from further reckless
destruction of lives is mentioned as a special blessing 
in the Qur'an thus:

.... And remember Allah's favour unto you: 
how ye were enemies and He made friendship 
between your hearts so that ye became as 
brothers by His grace; and (how) ye were 
upon the brink of an abyss of fire, and 
He did save you from it ...22

In his attempt to prove that fighting wars is 
beneficial, the Shaykh opines that the failure of 
Muslims to fight wars during the Prophet's stay in 
Makkah accounts for their suffering and miserable 
conditions there and then. According to him, .their 
situation was better in MadTnah because of many wars 
fought with the Makkans and other enemies. The 
problem with this conclusion is that it may give the 
impression that the early Muslims could have engaged 
in armed struggles if they had been so willing and 
the wars fought in MadTnah were caused by them. This, 
no doubt, is far from being correct.

The fact is that the situation in Makkah was not 
conducive for the Muslims to fight any war. Discretion is
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notthe better part of valour. They were^/only few in number
but were also too poor to afford the simplest tools for
war. It may be recalled here that many of them had to
undertake the long and tedious journey from Makkah to
Madinah on bare foot. An attempt to engage the Makkan
aristocrats in war at the time might prove suicidal
to them. The best they could do therefore was to wait
patiently until it would please Allah to liberate them.

23The deliverance in fact came sooner than expected

It may be mentioned also that Islam, at that
time, was still at’its infancy. Many people were
in doubt concerning the essence and philosophy of the
religion. Meanings were read into the Prophet’s motives.
That was why delegations were sent to persuade him by
making offers of political and economic positions. They

24even thought that he might have been possessed. It 
really took them much time to get a clear picture of 
what the Prophet (S.A.W) was all about. Even when they 
did, their mind was still beclouded by egocentric 
considerations and self-aggrandisement. Nothing would 
be more effective to convince such a people thah to 
educate and bear with them. That was how eminent
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people like Hamzah and cUmar b. al-Khattab were made 
to see the light. Had force been met with force,it might 
not have been possible for such people to convert and
contribute their quota to the progress of Islam.
Instead, they would have joined forces with the Makkans 
to annihilate Islam and its few and weak adherents.

The divine plan, right from the inception of
Islam, has been to evolve a complete way of life
leaving no sphere of human endeavour untouched.
Hence, the admonition of the early Muslims in Makkah to
bear the persecution with perseverance is to teach that
Muslims should make sacrifices to make and sustain
peace. It is only when tolerance proves useless and
dangerous that they can take up arms and, even'then,
only to defend themselves. That is why the injunction
to be patient and endurant is common both in the
Makkan and Madinan Surats. "Certainly, Allah is with

25those who exercise patience and perseverance."

In the same vein, it may not be right to attribute 
the amelioration of Muslims' conditions in MadTnah
solely to the various wars fought there. Although they

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



359

helped to prove the might of the Ummah militarily 
and checked those that might wish to take the young 
empire for granted, they did not account for all the 
success the Muslims had. On getting to Madlnah, the 
Prophet (S.A.W) took some steps to guarantee freedom 
of religion and strengthen it as a mark of identity.
The idea of brotherhood of Muslims and the drawing of 
the Constitution brought about a considerable change in 
the Muslims' conditions,even before the wars. So also 
after the wars when the Muslims became politically 
strong, the emphases was still on self-restraint and 
consciousness of Allah. They were warned against 
transgression because "Allah does not like those who
v „26transgress."

It should be admitted, however, that this is one of 
the best pieces in the nS. In it, the Shaykh attempts 
to convince the reader of his point of view. That is 
why he has tried to substantiate his argument from the 
various points of view with references to the life of 
the Pre-Islamic Arabs, the early stages of Islam in 
Makkah and Madlnah, some selected Prohets and Companions
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of the Prophet (S.A.W). What again does a practising 
Muslim need to be convinced of the necessity of war 
to defend his faith and nation?

3.8 Versification of Tariq b. Ziyad's . speech:

In his characteristic manner, the Shaykn draws
the attention to the war veteran, Tariq b. Ziyad»
who had to lead the first Muslim ^expedition to Spain
against all the odds. The Shaykh sees the success
recorded by this great warrior as a feat worthy of
emulation by all patriots. Mucn emphasis is laid on
the popular speech’ delivered by Tariq shortly Before
the encounter to stimulate and encourage his army.
They were reminded Of their precarious situation as
they had no chance of escaping because behind them

27was the Mediterranean Sea. The only chance to 
survive was to win the war. They were also intimated 
of the dangers of disloyalty and lack of commitment 
at that material time. His advice was taken in good 
faith by the army and they recorded a resounding 
victory over the Spaniards despite the latter's vantage 
position of being at their base with little or no 
logistic problems.
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The versification of Tariq's speech without 
distorting the original meaning is a credit to the 
Shaykh. Although his main aim is to prove the 
necessity of wars to ensure national integrity, that 
nas not diverted his attention from doing justice to 
the other salient issues in the speech particularly 
those relating to the precariousness of the situation 
and implications of failure to win the war. This, is 
no doubt a hallmark of gifted poets and shrewd critics.

Calling our attention to the famous speech of 
Tariq b. Ziyad with a view to drawing inspirations 
from it in the cause of patriotism reminds one of the 
revivalist movements in the various parts of the 
Arab world in the last century. Efforts were made to 
educate school-children on the Arab's glorious past 
in the various fields of human endeavour. The school 
curriculum was designed to include studying the works 
of al-Mutanabbi, Ibn Rushd, Ibu Khaldyn al-Pakhri, 
Ibn Slna and other distinguished scholars of the 
past. The speech of Tariq b. Ziyad in particular 
and those of other generals were used "to infuse the 
spirit of nationalism amongst the younger generations."

V .
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This system proved effective in convincing them that 
they could not only perform as successfully as those 
great men but could also break their records. This 
method of inspiring the young ones is summarised by 
Abdul-Hamid Siddiqi thus:

The glorious past of the Arabs is used as 
a stimulus for the recent revival, and the 
achievements of the present are utilized to 
promote future development. As a consequence 
there have arisen on the horizon of Arab 
lands some of the best brains...28

In the light.of this, one can safely infer that 
the Shaykh's knowledge of the effective use of this 
method by the Arabs has inspired him to attempt the 
same thing here in Nigeria. It may not be totally a 
coincidence that he has chosen Tariq b. Ziyad's speech 
for the purpose here. He must have been aware of its 
frequent quotations and citations in schools and in 
the public in the Arab world. This is a praise­
worthy effort.

The shortcoming that deserves being pointed out
at this juncture is the impression given that

29Tariq b. Ziyad was an Arab . This is not correct.
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He was a Berber and freedman of Musa b. Nusayr who
was the Arab Muslim general of the North African Armies ii

30the 8th century. Most of the 7,000 men who constituted
Tariq*s army were also Berbers. Despite his military
successes in Spain^ Musa still charged him with
insubordination for refusing to obey his order asking
him to stop the military campaigns. He was thus

31whipped and put in chains . He was not at all an Arab.

3.9 Women's education:
Writing on the provision of educational facilities

for the nation, the Shaykh first considers the issue
32of making education compulsory for every citizen, 

ixo concession should be granted to any sex with 
respect to this. Everybody needs to be eduqated to be 
useful to himself as well as the nation at large. To 
ensure that the Government has encouraging returns 
from the anticipated huge expenses, the national 
policy on education should empnasise the ethical 
objectives to be achieved such as encourag'ing national 
integration, selfless services and public accountability, 

Girls should be given adequate attention by enriching
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their syllabus to include subjects that may
inculcate patriotism and fear of God in them.

To show that it is time we accepted that girls 
should not be restricted to the kitchen, the Shaykh 
is of the opinion that separate schools should be set 
up for them. They should as such be encouraged to 
study any course of their choice to the best of their 
ability. The Shaykh even goes further to recommend

i
the award of prizes for brilliant performance by girls.' 
The ultimate aim is to get rid of ignorance and 
illiteracy in the nation, and to equip the future 
generations for the onerous task before them. No 
sacrifice is too great to achieve this laudable 
ob j ecti ve.

It has been mentioned previously that the Shaykh,
in this respect, must have been inspired by the
evolutionary ideas of reformers such as Muhammad

35"Abduh, Uthman dan Kodio and a host of others. In 
addition to this, he might have been influenced by 
articles and stories in Arabic books, journals and 
magazines received from the Arab world and Europe.

33
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Radio broadcast and campaign speeches of the Pre- 
Independence politicians could have also contributed 
to the Shaykh's opinions.

There is no indication , however, that he had 
any direct exposure to the Arab world or any of the 
developed countries. He did not perform the Hajj. 
Nevertheless, references to past women of note among 
Muslims and in Europe,as well as current changes going 
on there,show our man to be specially interested in 
history and current affairs. His personal experience 
of respect commanded by prominent women of his time 
such as Lady Kofo Abayomi, Deborah Jibowu, Dideolu 
Awolowo, Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti,most of whom were non- 
Musi ims» must have motivated him to express the idea.

Committed to the cause of enhancing the intellectual 
and social status of women in the light of modern 
development, it is gratifying to note that the Shaykh 
tries to balance this with qualitative moral and 
religious training of women. In this way, the pitfalls 
of swallowing everything modern line, hook and sinker, 
responsible for most of our social problems,wi11 be 
avoided. This is a clear difference between the Shaykh 
and blind slaves of the Nest and modernism.
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It is also pertinent to recall here that the
opinion in vogue at the time of writing the MS,
particularly among the vast majority of Nigerians,was
that women had little or nothing to contribute to the
building of the nation. Concentration then was mainly
on male children. It is of recent that the Federal
and State Governments publicly admitted that women
should be motivated and encouraged to be involved in
the running of the nation. It seems that the programme
of Detter Life for Rural Women has now been extended,
at least, to include urban women if its recent trends
are anything to go by. Women are not only encouraged
to register as members of the Social Democratic Party
(S.D.P) and National Republican Convention (N.R.C.)
established and initial1ynurtured and financed by
Government, but also to prepare to occupy public posts
in the next civilian rule. Championing this cause is
the First Lady,Mrs. Mariam Babangida, al thoug.h the
legality of using public facilities for this purpose

3 6is being challenged in court.

8.10 Family planning - the Alikinla way;
Shaykh Alikinla is of the opinion that families 

should be encouraged to have as many children as
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possible. He even goes to the extent of recommending 
awards to women who give birth to three children
and above , either male or female• *Special treatment
should be given to those who have as many as seven
children . All efforts should be made to avoid

37discouraging parents from having many children.'

This view of the Shaykh has been analysed in the 
light of the socio-economic context of his time. In 
that sense, one discovers that there was every 
justification for the view then. The question now is: 
How justifiable is this view in relation to Islam 
vis-a-vis the modern trends emphasising the need for 
family-planning?

It must be made clear that islam enjoins parents 
to take care of their children morally, intellectually,
socially, economically and in all other aspects of
life. This responsibility, to say the least, entails
moral , financial and temperamental capabilities to
be carried out satisfactorily. Thus, the encouragement
to have children is based on the ability of each
family to fake proper care of them. It is interesting

3 8that our man has not lost sight of this fact.'''
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He_ recommends that both Government and parents should 
pool relsources to ensure bright future for the coming 
generations. He even goes to the extent of recommending 
medical examination of intending couples to forestall 
incompatibility of temperament and blood groups that 
may lead to unsuccessful marriages.

Granted that Islam does not call for unlimited 
number of children without putting into consideration the 
ability to take care of them^t does not support the 
family - planning programme as being promoted in the 
country now. Tne first problem with it is the method of 
making it a national policy to be promoted by the mass 
media so that every family or individual can be involved 
in it. This is quite unjustifiable on the basis of Islam. 
Although coitus interruptus was sanctioned by the 
Prophet for some Companions who approached him for 
guidance in that respect, that cannot be taken as lioexty 
to recommend it and other forms of family planning to 
every Dick and Harry. The proper thing is to advise 
every family in relation to its resources and 
circumstances. Over-generalisation may lead to
promiscuity, sexual abuse and lukewarm attitude to
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marriage. All these' will tell adversely on the healthy
39growth and development of the nation.

Many of the reasons given for-the programme are 
unacceptable to Islam. For instance, the question 
of poverty or fear of not being able to feed and clothe 
the children is strongly condemned • The Qur’an
categorically states that providing basic needs for 
every creature is the responsibility of Allah that He 
never shirks.4** There are also divine injunctions 
orohibiting killing of one’s children for fear of 
poverty. wearing all these in mind, one sees that 
tnere is no cause for fearing that the rate of increase 
in population is higher than that of production 
leading to having more people than can be catered for. 
The problem is that of misdirected efforts and 
nisolacement of priorities. If the collosal sums of 
money spent on destructive arms and weapons both in 
developed and developing nations are spent on providing 
basic necessities like food and shelter, everybody will 
be adequately taken care of ■ Reviewing the views of 
Colin Clark, a well-known agricultural economist, 
MawdudI concludes:

...If the resources of the world are properly 
utilized (as is done in Holland) and just the 
existing agricultural techniques and methods

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



are utilized, it should be possible to support 
ten times of the present world population 
(i.e. 28 billion) and provide them a standard 
diet, as good as that of Western countries and 
there shall be no problem of access (sic)
in population.42

A well-attended conference was organised in 1987 
by the federal Ministry of Information, Nigeria, and 
Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies, University 
of Ibadan, on Islam and the population policy. At the 
end of the conference, it was observed, inter alia, 
that Islam enjoins that Muslims should take proper 
care of their children in all aspects of life and that 
"abortion and killing of one's progeny are deadly 
abhorrent to Islam." Another observation was that 
Islam enjoins "the spacing of children" and that the 
suckling of babies should continue for two years."
The observations go further:

... However, the method adopted for 
preventing pregnancy during such a period 
should be strictly in conformity with Islamic 
prescriptions. They should not be such as ^  
would harm the woman or her uterus in any way.UNIV
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The resolutions passed at the end of the 
conference condemn the concept of* "Family Planning" 
being promoted today as "alien to Islam," Instead, 
"family management" is said to have been provided 
for by Islam. Muslims are therefore urged to take to 
the Islamic provisions and "shun the un-Islamic ones 
now being propagated." Another resolution is that 
fear of poverty is not enough an excuse to prevent 
pregnancy. Upholding the view that 1azl (coitus 
interruptus) is allowed by Islam for "married
couples" in need of it for health reasons, an analogy 
is drawn from it to prescribe!

... that any other forms of contraception 
may be used by a Muslim provided that such 
contraceptives do not cause any health 
hazards to him or her.44

One, thus, sees that Islam has some reservations 
on the concept, methodology and objectives of the 
Family Planning Programme as it is being promoted and 
carried out nowadays in the country.UNIV
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8.1? Public health;

In his comments on the provision of health and 
social welfare services for the nation, the Shaykh 
expresses opinions on the quality of food particularly 
ar: rral s to eat, environmental sanitation, relationship
between the traditional and modern doctors and training

, ,45or meaical personnel.

His view on environmental sanitation is interesting.
He says that, for the programme to be meaningful, it 
should not be restricted to the cleaning of gutters 
and residential buildings alone. In addition, market 
places and slabs should be regularly visited by 
Sanitation Officers to ensure that they are kept tidy. 
Dilapidated buildings should be pulled down and open 
spaces weeded. Chemicals should be provided to get rid 
of bacteria and insects that endanger public health. 
Sources of water such as rivers, brooks and wells should 
be kept clean and disinfected regularly. Clinics, 
convalescent homes and hospitals should be built to 
ensure success of the programme.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



373

The Shaykh must have been influenced by the 
iCtivities of health inspectors in his days. Popularly 
known as "Wolewo 1 e11 in Yoru^aland, they used to 
inspect houses and compounds compelling those who had 
not kept them tidy to do so. There were also fines 
for offenders. All these made people pay more attention 
to the environmental sanitation trying to avoid, the 
wrath of "Wolewole". It was the Agbekoya crisis of 
late 1960s in Western State that brought their activities 
to an abrupt end.

It is to be noted with admiration that the efforts 
being made by the federal and some State Governments 
to ensure environmental sanitation are yielding desired 
results. The Nigerian citizens are now more alive to
this responsibility. The monthly exercises of cleaningA
one's surroundings between 7.00 a.m.and 10.00.a-*m. every 
last Saturday of the month, and 7.00 a.m.and 9.00 a.m. of 
everv second Saturday of the month in Kwara and Oyo 
States hive one a long way to get rid of filth that 
used to characterise many of the major cities in the 
country. However, the programme will be more

"V

successful if more vehicles, equipment and personnel
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are provided particularly to take care of mountainous
heaps of refuse resulting from the general cleaning 
exercises.

A step can also be taken further as sugcgested 
by the Shaykh to include the use of chemicals to 
disinfect the environment and wipe out bacteria and 
dangerous insects especially mosquitoes and flies.
Drugs should also be procured and made available to 
the citizens free-of-charge or at affordable subsidised 
prices to prevent or cure their ailments. Hospitals, 
clinics and dispensaries should be built to bring 
medical facilities within the reach of everybody. 
Failure to do all these starting from this time may 
not facilitate realising the objective of "health for 
all by the year 2,000" as World Health Organisation 
has planned.

8.13 An evaluation of the Shaykh*s realisation
of the aim *

The extent to which Mustaqbal Ilorin al-Zahir 
has achieved the objectives set for it is difficult 
to specify. This is in view of the fact that its
contents relate to the various aspects of life which 
are of interest to other writers and thinkers. The
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answer may be given with a measure of assurance if 
H.L.A. founded by the Shaykh is still active today. 
Unfortunately, it has not been able to free itself 
from schizophrenia arising from accusations and 
counter accusations of misappropriating the Society's 
funds between its members and 1eader, shortly before 
the latter's demise. Since the Society was largely 
intended to serve as a medium of transforming the 
Shaykh's lofty ideas into concrete actions, its 
activities should have assisted a great deal in 
assessing the realisation of the Shaykh's objectives 
as enunciated in the work.

The foregoing .notwithstanding, the Society is 
still proud of having established some primary schools 
in the city of Ibadan and its environs. The products 
of these schools, having had the opportunity of 
learning the rudiments of Arabic Language and Islamic 
Religious Knowledge, instead of being exposed to the 
Christian Missionaries' activities, must have had a 
better understanding of their religion. This should 
in turn influence them later in life,either as 
students in higher institutions of learning or trainees
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in trades and crafts. The resurgence of Islam at
the hands of youth in the last two decades
particularly in Ibadan and Oyo State in ' general
must have been due to the spirit of confidence imbibed
from the schools and others established by other
Muslim Organisations. These Muslim youth have now
constituted themselves into a force to reckon with
not only in the State but also in the country at large.
National Council of Muslim Youth Organisations has
its impact felt in many of the States of the 

46Federation.
Another achievement of the Shaykh in the area of 

education that cannot be ignored is the training of 
his students so thoroughly that their interest in 
Arabic and Islamic Studies is sustained. Many of them 
have developed into eminent scholars in their own right 
and are held in high esteem by their colleagues.
Arabic schools and printing presses have been 
established by such students at Ode-Omu, Mbdakeke, 
Ibadan and Ago-Iwoye. Many are the advantages that 
have been derived from such ventures to further the 
cause of Islam and enhance the status of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies.
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The following extracts from Ritha in honour 
of the Shaykh may be a testimony to the heights many 
of the students nave attained in *scholarship.
3j»i 9 ml
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Translation:

1. Tne ingratitude of the irresponsible in^rate(s) 
is unfortunate. That is what will bring them 
down progressively declining (in honour).

2. If an ingrate fails to recognise any good deed 
of his (Shaykh* s) he cannot, efface all that has 
been destined to last for ever.

3. (We take) no offence at their failure to 
recognise any good deed of yours since the worth 
of every man of eminence is (better) appreciated

after him.
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4. Hardly is a man of letters praised in life but 
is lavishly eulogised after transition ...

5. Rest in Peace, oh man of courage since you have 
gone to the grave with valour.

6. Thus every singer praises the splendour of your 
high (sense of) courage (and) generosity.

7. You have gone back to rest after being actively 
involved in the fiercest struggle.

8. Glad tidings to you, oh harbinger of (Allah’s) 
mercy. You have sent forward (in advance to the 
Hereafter) the best that can ever be done with 

hands.
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Translation:

1. Give honour to him, oh dear, if you can see 
(ard appreciate) what his brain has produced.

?. You may, if you like, envy what Allah has bestowed 
upon him in form of prodigious knowledge 
co.;.parable to sand in quantity.

3. Nothing can envy diminish from the honour he
has; the one- who envies is never able to lead
by his scheme.

4. Many are his works in his life; you only know

as much of them as you co.ne across.
5. No 1 there was nobody like him in his time. He 

excelled them all in terms of his extensive 
erudition.

6. Never equate any Arabist to him. The elephant 
is (far) bigger than all its peers.

7. A bird may fly imitating the falcon but (in 
reality) it has no match that is like it.
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3. A perfume may be fragrant but the musk is more 
fragrant than others of its_ kind.

9. If you have to look down upon the respectable 
person for what he is, how an action is to be 
taken is determined by (deeds) of its standard.

10. D  ' not be mazed by his (Shaykh's) descriptions 
you have read in these verses.

11. The child (usually) takes after him by //hose 
name he is called; and the lion cub imitates 
the lion in its actions.

The first extract sho//s that the achievements of 
the Shaykh are too glaring to be ignored by anybody no 
matter what he feels about them. The author does not 
see anything abnormal in the action of some alleged 
ingrates failing to acknowledge the noble deeds of the 
Shaykh in his life-time. According to the author, the 
■jorth of the Shaykh will be appreciated after his 
transition just like other renowned literary figures. 
An allusion is then made to the busy life the Shaykh 
has led leaving no stone unturned to improve on the 
socio-political situation of his time. Death is thus 
a deserved rest for him which he will enjoy,having

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



381

made preparations for that by being virtuous and 
conscious of Allah in his earthly life.

The poem is not only an elegy to bewail the 
passing away of the erudite scholar. It is, as well, 
a lampoon to curb the excesses of the Shaykh*s 
critics who may have found fault with his actions or 
thoughts. This skilful manipulation of the situation 
to serve such a purpose,in addition to the quality of 
diction exhibited in the piece, should be acknowledged 
as traits of an accomplished poet. This, by any 
standard, is not’ a mean achievement owed to the Shavkh.

We see also in the second extract an element of 
Pakhr and judicious rhetorical embellishment. The 
Shaykh's excellence over and above his contemporaries 
is compared with that of the elephant over other 
animals in size, the falcon over other birds in 
strength, and the musk over other perfumes in fragrance 
Rich in simile as this poem is, the author is humble 
enough to acknowledge his indebtedness to the Shaykh 
who has nurtured him to attain the standard. In fact, 
he will like us to see the whole poem as an imitation
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of the Shaykh* s style. In other words, like teacher, 

like student.
It may not be out of point to mention here those 

who have been admirers of the Shaykh and members of the 
Society. Many of them have been given inspirations not 
to have inferiority complex due tc their religion which 
should be a pride. Many of them retained their Muslim 
names and were proud of their religion contrary to the 
practice that was in vogue in the days of Christian 
Missionaries* propaganda against Islam. This psychological 
relief is largely responsible for the giant strides Islam 
now makes in the circles of Western-educated citizens 
of this country. It is not uncommon to see Islam 
asserting its right in institutions of learning, Ministrie 
and in political offices. Muslim ladies are no more 
ashamed of ■ Islamic dressing in public places. All 
this is but the fruit of efforts made by the Shaykh and 
other Islamic activists of the pre-Independence era.

The Shaykh should also be commended far his view 
that the world is dynamic. It is not static. It is 
therefore the responsibility of Muslims in Nigeria and 
the world at large to keep pace with the modern 
developments. This however should be .. ; done with
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caution so as not to compromise the immutable 
fundamentals of Islam as contained in the Qur'an 
and Hadlth. He does not see anything wrong in a 
Muslim taking the advantage of modern inventions such 
as telephone facilities, radio, and television sets, 
cars,etc. Smart dresses made of the best materials, 
according to the Shaykh, are not unlawful to Muslims. 
This is contrary to the prevalent idea of otherworldli 
ness of his time. This view of the Shaykh is similar 
to that of Mawlana Abu'l-A^la Mawdudi who is said tc 
have held the opinion that:

The /Jesters, philosophy of life, the Western 
standard of evaluation, and the corruptions and 
errors which have plagued the Western .social life 
should definitely be discarded. But this should 
not prevent Muslims from abstracting the healthy 
achievements of the modern West - its sciences, i 
technology, its techniques of efficient organisat 
and administration. There is no harm in 
appropriating these elements, as long as they are 
value-free and can be assimilated in the Islamic 
scheme of life.^l

These facts discussed above are some of the 
achievements that one may attribute to the Shaykh in 
view of‘his life and works. It must be admitted ? 
however, that the discussion has not been exhaustive a
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there may be some other successes that can be attributed 
to his efforts. Those who have had personal contact 
with him one way or the other may have certain opinions 
of him, an opportunity which the present researcher has 
not had. Suffice it to say that Shaykh Alikinla has 
left the situation of Muslims in the socio-political 
set-up of the nation better than he had found it. He 
has shown himself as a patriot and a far-sighted 
visionary as far as his views in Musta^bal Ilorin al— 
Zahir are concerned.

Translation
1. One of the greatest (calamities) is the passing 

away of him who is learned. Save us from the 
misfortune, oh One Who grants the supplication of

His servant
2. May the forgiveness and pardon of the Lord of the 

Throne53, be on *Abd al-Salam , His friend.

52
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NOTES AND REFERENCES TO CHAPTER VIII

1. This might have captivated some Nigerians at the 
time to wish that the colonialists should not 
yet grant Independence to Nigeria. For instance, 
such people formed the Eqbe K'Oyinbo Mailo 
(Society for’ Whiteman should not Qui.t Yet) in 
Egba Division of Yorubaland in the fifties. See 
Sklar, R. L. Nigerian Political Parties - Power 
In An Emergent African Nation (New York, NOK 
Publishers International, 1963) p. 250.

2. See page 3 above.
3. It seems historians are not unanimous on the 

exact year the revolt began. Gbadarnosi, T.G.O.
The Growth of Islam Among the Yoruba 1841-1906 
(London, Longman, 1978) p.S, puts the date 
"about 1797'*, while Clarke, P.B. West Africa
and Is1am (London, Edward Arnold, 1^82), p.167, 
says the revolt took place "in the 1790s".
Hiskett M. The Development of Islam in West 
Africa (London, Longman, lOdM), p. 1$6, and Doi,
A.I. Islam in Nigeria (Zaria, Gaskiya Corporation 
Ltd, 1984) pi 111, put the date at 1817 (1232 - 
3 A.H.) Crowder, M. The Story of Nigeria 
(London, Faber and Faber, 19^8) p.^2 says the 
revolt took place in 1821.

4. Gbadarnosi, op cit. p.10.
5. Ibid, p.ll, Hiskett op. cit. and Clark*? op. cit.
6. Ofonagoro, W.i. Trade and Imperialism in

Southern Nigeria l66l -1929.' (Lagos,NOK
Publishers International, 1979) p.152.

7. Alhaj. Sanusi Alabi and Alhaj Busari Ajao on p.2 
of their elegy in honour of the deceased Shaykh. 
The work is still in the process of being printed 
by Alhaj Akeukanwo Printing Press, Ago Iwoye.
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3. fee the Holy Qur'an 2: 256.
Q • Ibid. 75:43
10. Saudi \rabi, Mi nis try of Justice, Conferences on

Moslem Doctrine and Human Rights in Islam,
Riyadh n.d. p.24.

11. Ibid, p.25.
12. Ahmad, K. and Ansari, Z.I. (eds.) IsI am i c 

Perspectives (U.K. The Islamic Foundation, 1979/ 
1399* A.H.; p. 173.

13. Holt, P.M. et. al (eds.) The Cambridge History 
of Islam (London, Cambridge University Press,
19 73) Y.l.IB p. 533.

14. Al gar, H. "Said Nursi and the ftisala—l Nur-An 
Aspect of Islam in Contemporary Turkey" in Ahmad 
K. and Ansari, 2.1. (eds) op cit. p.313. This 
author aould like Ataturk (father of the Turks) 
replaced with Pasa, as Kemal's surname.

15. Holt, P.M. et al. (eds.) op. cit.
16. Nasr, S.H. Ideals and Realities of Islam (London, 

Ceorge Allen A Unwin Ltd., W 7 D  121.
17. Holt, e t a 1 ' (eds.) op .ci t: p. 5 35.
13. Jameelah, M. Islam and Modernism (Lahore,

Mohamra d Yusuf Khan, 1965 7) p. 13 3.
19. Holt et al. (eds) ojo cit p. 535
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid, pp. 530 & 531.
22. The Holy Qur’an 3:103.
23. Ibid 22:39 and 10:110.
24. Haykal, M.H. The Life of Muhammad (India,

Crescent Publishing Co. 1976) pp.96 and 97.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



387

25. The Holy Qur'an 8:46. See also 50:39 and 
73:10.

26. Ibid. 2:90.
27. Or the Janda Lagoon, to be precise, See Holt 

et. al. (eds.) op. Cit. Vol. IA pp.86 and 7
28. Siddiqi, A.H. "Renaissance in Arabia Yemen, Iraq, 

Syria and Lebanon ..." in Sharif, M.M.A History
of Muslim Philosophy (Wiesbaden, Otto Harrossowita, 
1966; Vol.IT p.1452.

29. See pp. 144 above, lines 2 and 3, and p.151 for 
the translation of the lines.

30. See Holt et.al.(eds.) op. cit . Vol. IA p.86 
Hiskett op. cit. p.8, and Hltti, P.K. History 
of the Arabs (London, Macmillan, 1977) p.493.

31. Hitti, op.cit. p. 496.
32. See pp. 230 - 241 above.
33. See pp. 241 - 256 above.
34. See pp. 246 - 9 above. •

35. See pp. 251 - 6 above.
36. Daily Times (Lagos) Saturday 7/4/1990
37. See pp. 281 - 286.
38. For example, see Arabic lines 3 — 7 on 

and 282, and also their translation.
pp.281

39. Many of the evils that may result from a large- 
scale family planning programme have been 
discussed bv Mawdudi. A.A. in Birth Control 
(Lahore, Islamic Publications Ltd., 1982) pp.172-

40. See the Holy Qur'an: 29:60, 11.6, 57: 
and 15:20 and 21.

58,42:12

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



388

41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

52.
53.

Ibid. 6:l5l and 17:31.
Mawdudi op cit. pp. 135 and 6.
■Conference on Islam and the Population Policy 
Organised by Federal Ministry of Health, Nigeria, 
and Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 
University of Ibadan, Ibadan, (October 11th -14th 
1987) - "Observation " pp.42 and 43.
Ibid, p. 43.
See Chapter VII above.
For a discussion on the activities of NACOMYO 
which was known as Council of Muslim Youth 
Organisations (COMYO) at inception, see Noibi,
D.C.S. Yoruba Muslim Youth and Christian- 
Sponsored Education (Ijebu-Ode, Nigeria,
Shebiotimo Publications, 1987), pp.27 - 38.
Alhajs S. Alabi and Busari Ajao op.cit. pp.6 and 7.
The Pamphlet reads
Instead of as in the pampnlet.
Alnajs S. Alabi and B. Ajao op. cit. p. 371.
Ahmad K. and Ansari, K.I. (eds.) op. cit. 
p. 371.
Alhajs Alabi and Ajao op. cit. p. 13.
See the Holy Qur'an 2:225 and 9:129.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



389

CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSION

9.1 Summary of the thesis:

Shaykh Abd al-Salam Yusuf Alikinla, the author
of the MS under study, led a short but busy and 
fruitful life. Within the short span of about fifty- 
seven years, he made a name as an accomplished scholar, 
versatile author, shrewd visionary, committed patriot, 
constructive critic and, above all, a charismatic 
leader. Hizbul-Lah al-Ghalib which he founded in 
1952 as a socio-religious organisation did not only 
blossom into a big tree but also produced fruits. Some 
of the fruits are the twenty-five H.L.A. Primary schools 
located in Ibadan and its environs, in addition to some 
other immense contributions to the cause of Islam 
particularly in Western Region of those days. The 
Shaykh also had the honour and privilege of bringing up 
students of Arabic and Islamic Studies who have now won 
recognition and respect as eminent scholars at different 
parts of Yorubaland. His academic works including the 
one now under study will always keep his memory fresh
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and draw attention to his meritorious deeds not only 
in the cause of Islam and Nigeria as a country, but 
also in service to scholarship.

The socio-political milieu of the Shaykh's time 
had some bearing on his works and views particularly 
those expressed in this MS. The First and Second World 
Wars, activities of the colonial masters to perpetuate 
their dominion over Nigeria, nationalists' efforts to 
win independence and freedom from the colonialists, 
challenges posed by Missionaries to Muslims especially 
in the area of education which was largely used as bait 
to convert people to Christianity, the subtle psycholo­
gical war-fare between Muslims and Christians at the time, 
manifestoes of the various political parties etq. - all 
these reflect vividly on the views of the Shaykh. He 
was, in addition, keenly interested in the current 
affairs of the time both at home and abroad and he was 
fond of listening to Arabic broadcast from radio stations 
in Europe and the Arab World. He had special "interest in 
the comparative study of various civilizations, peoples 
and events. All these marked him out distinctively from 
his contemporaries and raised him to a height higher than 
that of cost of them. This MS seems to be the product of
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the rare combination of these 'experiences and opportunitie

Islam is not only a religion but a complete way of 
life. It is not also something to be practised privately 
with little or no connection with the public life. Rather7
it takes the whole life as a single entity recognising 
no dichotomy between its various aspects. As a result 
of this, its teachings to evolve an ideal Islamic State 
have been studied as background to the examination of the 
contents of the MS . Efforts have been made to 
identify the source of secularism and relate it to the 
teachings of Islam, to discuss features of an ideal 
Islamic State in the light of the Qur’an and Hadith and 
the views of some scholars of note on the issue. 
Essentially, such a state is that which upholds the 
absolute sovereignty of Allah, maintains justice and 
avoids tyranny. The rulers must not impose themselves 
on the people while the latter owe it a duty to obey the 
former unless there is digression from the cause of Allah. 
Views of some scholars on political thought in Islam have 
been discussed to see how they reacted to the needs of 
their respective times and circumstances.

Topics'discussed in the MS have been classified 
into five. Those under patriotism, which is the first 
in this thesis, relate to commitment to the cause of
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nation, necessity of wars to defend the nation 
justification of this view in the light of the life 
of the Pre-Isla:nic Arabs and annotated versification of 
the famous speech of Tariq b. Ziyad, the conqueror of 
Spain. In all these, the Shaykh leaves no stone 
unturned to convince us that Islam as a way of life does 
not condone servitude and acquiescence in baseness.
He warns that failure to take to this noble teaching
of Islam will not only deprive Muslims of their rightful 
position in all spheres of life, but will also diminish 
from the authority qf Islam. Muslims should therefore 
rise to defend their religion and state.

Under agriculture, the Shaykh expresses opinions
on land administration, livestock farming and encourage-

2ment of farmers. ' His recommendations to boost commerce
which is grouped with agriculture in this study include
giving incentives to traders and businessmen in general,
organisation of foreign trade and promotion of crafts,

3technical works and technology.

It seems agriculture and commerce are of special 
interest i the Shaykh because they have been the 
mainstay of the Migerian economy especially in the
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colonial ~ra. Although the emDhcisis then was on cash 
crops such as cocoa, cotton and coffee meant to serve as

■y.

raw materials for industries in Europe, the country 
was able to produce food sufficient enough for home 
consumption and exportation. Later, the relatively 
better prices of cash crops led to giving preference to 
them at the expense of food stuffs. The result was the 
shortage of food in the country. To forestall this 
unfortunate development, the Shaykh calls for concentra­
tion on producing food and basic raw materials for local 
industries as the primary objective of farming and 
agricultural policies.

To prevent unnecessary intervention in the national
political activities, the Shaykh is of the opinion that 
foreign entrepreneurs should be put in check while, at
the same time, calling for the provision of ample

*opportunities to contribute their quota to the socio­
economic progress of the nation. Efforts to‘siphon off

4resources here should not be allowed.

Expressing the view that education should be made 
compulsory for boys and girls, the Shaykh recommends
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that a lav be made to that effect stipulating 
punishment for failure to comply. The emphasis is 
laid on the special training of girls preparing them 
for their roles in future as wives, professionals and 
active participants in the task of nation building. 
Important as formal training in school is, it should be
balanced with moral and relijious education. It is by

*

so doing that the aims and objectives of education as
an instrument of positive transformation can be achieved.
The Shaykh extensively defends his stand on giving
priority attention.to the proper training and care of

5girls in all aspects of life .

Family as the integral component of the society 
receives Shaykh’s attention. It is the Shaykh’s 
understanding that unless families constituting the 
society are well looked after, the society will
crumble. He says that efforts to ensure healthy 
development of families should start even before 
marriage. For instance, the intending couple should 
:nder o medical exarni hat ions to ensure that they will 
not give birth to sicklers.^ They are also to be 
counselled. When married, they are encouraged to have

I

many children but not without bearing in mind their
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ability and that of Government to take cafe of them.
The opportunity is seized again to stress the importance 
of women’s roles in sustaining the family and the 
nation. In appreciation of this, they should be 
encouraged and motivated. Never should they be looked 
down upon.

The importance of health is discussed next. The
Shaykh has a comprehensive look at the whole institution

7of health-care delivery. He calls for adequate 
preventive measures in terms of feeding habits, 
quality of food and drinks, environmental sanitation, 
personal hygiene, establishment of sanitary inspection, 
primary health-care facilities, mass education on the 
need for healthy living, enactment of laws to curb 
unhygienic habits,etc. All these are to present 
diseases or check them as the case may be.

To facilitate the above measures, it is necessary 
to have capable hands. That is why he calls for 
training of medical and para-medical practitioners both 
at ho e and abroad. The training must be in all fields 
of specialisation and to the highest level possible.
To solve the problem of the acute shortage of modern 
medical practitioners and in realisation of the potentials

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



396

of traditional medicine, the Shaykh says that the
two groups should,cooperate with one another and

0
provide the oest they can to the -nation. To achieve 
this, the Government has to provide incentives and 
necessary equipment, laboratories and funds for 
research.

After examining the views as expressed under 
each topic constituting the main body of the thesis, 
a critical analysis is made to ascertain the accuracy 
of facts, practicability of the views in the present 
dispensation and their conformity with the teachings 
of Islam which, according to the. Shaykh, is the 
crime motive for the -work. An attempt is also made to 
discuss other factors that may have inspired the 
Shaykh to express the views in the MS.

9.2 What the society gains from this research,
9.2.1 Brin jing of the MS to the notice of researchers;

The main objective of carrying out this research
is to con tribute, no matter how modestly,to theo
academic world. With this constantly in mind, the 
focus of attention is primarily to bring this valuable 
MS to the notice of academics, researchers, social 
workers and those generally interested in works on Arabic
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and Islamic Studies. This will provide an opportunity 
to further subject the MS to scrutiny particularly 
by those whose approach may be different from that 
e. ployed in this research either in terms of area of 
specialisation or depth of study. This effort is also 
aimed at diverting attention to the other 'works by the 
poet which remain kept under lock and key away from 
the world of research. It also serves as gateway to 
other works written by the Shaykh’s students who have 
developed into eminent scholars in their own right not 
to talk of numerous others of the same category. The 
ore of them that are made accessible to researchers, 
the better for academic development of the nation and 
the world at large.

9.2.2. facilitation of the understanding of the MS:

One of the characteristics of most of M95 is the 
problem of ."idstakes mostly made by the copyist. Some 
of such mistakes are inconsequential while others may 
be seriously misleading by changing the meaning or 
making it ambiguous. The text has been edited to 
facilitate reading and understanding it with minimum 
difficulty. Efforts have been made to ensure that the

h.

meaning as intended by the Shaykh is kept intact and
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not at all tampered with. Comparison between the 
edited text and the original appendixed herewith will 
show the extent of work done to make the reader enjoy, 
understand and have requisite background information 
for an over-all appraisal of the MS.

9.2.3 Sditing :

Classical poems in Arabic,such as the one under 
study, are supposed to conform with one of the conventions 
metres. Apart from the c ncessions to relax the rigid 
rules a bit by the poetic license , departure from the
metre chosen tells adversely on the poem and may even

9reduce it to the status of an arbitrary composition. 
Although the poet has put in commendable efforts, there 
are some loose ends which the editing should take care 
of. Corrections have been made where necessary and 
possible,in relation to the ability of the researcher.
In other places, suggestions have been made to avoid 
creating a problem greater than the one beihg attempted. 
Attention has been appropriately drawn to the areas 
where mistakes are observed,whether corrections or 
suggestions for better alternatives are given or not.
As a result of this, those having taste in Arabic.poems 
can enjoy going through the edited text smoothly and 
pleasantly.
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9.2.4 Translation bo enable those literate in 
English to use the MS:

While translating the text into English, care was
taken to ensure that we are as faithful to it as
possible. Despite this, the translation is not word
'or word. There are occasions when two readings are
possible with a slight change in meaning. In such cases,
the - ne that seems better suited to the context is
chosen with a note giving the second alternative and
reasons for preferring the former. As the emphasis is
primarily on giving the meaning in English as faithfully
as possible, the translation is not poetic. Expressions
used are simple and straightforward. Thus, those who
are literate in and understand English are given the

*
opportunity of benefitting from the Shaykh's view as 
expressed in the MS and analysed in this work.

9.2.5 Shedding light on the Shaykh*s life:

The biography of the Shaykh as given in this work 
sheds light on his life, works and socio-religious 
activities in relation to the context of the time.
Apart from the Shaykh Alabi's account of about two
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ar.d halt pages, nothing has been discovered to have
been written on the Shaykh's life. This study
therefore brings to record many facts that may have
otherwise been forgotten. In an attempt to do this,
the grains have to be carefully sifted from the chaff
and seemingly contradictory pieces of information
verified and harmonised w h e r e  possible. Some of the
informants 'were excited to learn of information from 

inother sources. The importance of this humble 
contribution to knowledge cannot be over-emphasised.
It is hoped that it will serve as an incentive to carry 
out 'urther researches on the Shaykh's life.

9.2.6 Assessment of contributions of religion to
politics before Independence:

In the course of this study, it was discovered that 
religion played important roles in the socio-political
activities of Western Region in particular before 
the Independence. This fertile area of research has 
received very little attention particularly from 
specialists in Islamic Studies. There is need to 
study the lives or personalities involved, their back­
ground and contributions to the progress of Islam and 

11Nigeria. Areas of disagreement between the Muslims11
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and Government at the time including education, 

norr:ination to public posts, representation in 
government, etc.,deserve greater attention. This study, 

in its own small way, identifies the need for such 

research and joins some others to blaze the trail.

9.2.7 Calling attention to the wide scope 
of Muslim scholars* works:

The general opinion is that scholars of Arabic and 

Islamic Studies in Yorubaland, particularly those who 
have not had Western education,concern themselves 
solely with issues directly related to their field of 

specialisation. This study has proved this impression 

wrong. Our man has chosen to discuss public 

administration, politics, provision of social 

infrastructural facilities, patriotism, commerce, 

agriculture and military services. All these are 

discussed in relation not only to the teachings of 

Islam but also in the light of modern trends. Although 

there may be some other Muslim scholars who have 

written on such "unconventional themes, ’* the MS under­
study is an eye-opener and encouragement 

researchers to bring to the public works of the same 

category.
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9.2.8 Indication of the relevance of religion 
in the modern timei

The work lends support to the*claim that Islam

is not only relevant to the modern time but also has

a lot to contribute to its improvement. This is

contrary to the view prevalent in certain quarters

that Islam,or religion generally,is outmoded and 
11obsolete. Protagonists of this opinion cannot see 

how the religious teachings can be related to the jet- 
age of ours. This study has a message for such people. 

It proves that an’ ideal Islamic State is not only 
characterised by freedom of worship and belief in 
God, but also by the provision of the best of amenities 

to improve the quality of the life of the citizenry 

at large.
*

9.2.9 Attention to the peculiarity of works in 
Arabic by Yoruba Scholarst

The critical analysis of the form and content of

the poem ,highlighting its strong and weak 'points ,is

a humble contribution to the study of Arabic

literature especially in Yorubaland. Many efforts

are being made by universities and other research
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’notituticns to devote sufficient attention to this 

nrea of study. Critical appraisals like the one in 

^hir study will, no doubt, enhance better under­

standing of works by Yoruba Muslim authors whose 
ather tongue and environment cannot but influence 

their expressions.

9.3 Suggestions for further research:

Despite this study, Mustaqbal Ilorin al-Zahir 

remains a mine of information to researchers. Other 

works of Shaykh Alikinla kept here and there by 

his students await researchers' attention too. This 

present study shows, in particular,that further 

research works are needed in the following areas.

9.3.1 Arabic Language:1 r 1 111 1 ''

The MS needs to be subjected to more intensive 
researches by specialists in Arabic Language and 

Literature. Such researches should aim at the 

Literary appraisal of the poem focusing attention on 

the use of language, dictum and prosody. Approached 

mainly from this perspective, the material seems to 

promise a lot of exciting discoveries.UNIV
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9.3.2. Islamic Studies:

The Shaykh uses Islam as the basis of his views. 
All he attempts to do is to create awareness among 

Muslims so that they can live up to the expectation 
of their religion, and among non-Musiims,go that they 

will not wrongly judge Islam by the actions of its 

uninformed or ill-informed adherents. There is still 
a lot to contribute in assessing the extent to which 

the Shaykh conforms with the principle and achieves 

the set goals. It is also the responsibility of 

Islamists to look into the goings - on in the society 

as at present and practically relate the Shaykh's 

opinions to the problems now at hand. This will go a 

long way to establish the fact that Islam is the 
religion of the past, present and future.

9.3.3. History:

One of the greatest problems confronting 

historical research in the country is lack of records. 

Incidentally, Arabic,used to write earliest records 

in ^est Africa as a whole»is not understood by many
I

historians in the country. One has to praise the 

efforts of Centre for Arabic Documentation at the
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University of Ibadan, the University Library, National
*

Archives at Ibadan and Kaduna and some other 
institutions to solve this problem. This MS should 
be of interest to historians studying events of 
the pre-Independence era in the country. It is in
recognition of this fact that inter-disciplinary

¥

approach covering the areas of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies>on the one hand»and History,on the other, 
should be encouraged to thoroughly deal with works 
of this kind.
9.3.4 Political science:

The MS contains a lot of materials relating to 
political activities in Nigeria shortly before 
Independence. Viewed from the Islamic point of view, 
it gives an idea of Islamic political thought in the 
Nigerian context. This should be of particular 
interest to political scientists especially now that 
religion has been recognised as an important factor 
in the socio-political being of the nation. Works 
done from this perspective may help us to_ get over 
many, if not all, of the problems militating against th

H
political stability of the nation. This can be done 
by relating the political dispensation to our 
background as religionists. It will not be totally
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a surprise if it is discovered that failure to 

reflect our background sufficiently on the previous 

transition programmes, for instance, have contributed 

to the collapse of the first and second Republics.

9.3.5 Sociology;

Issues discussed in the poem relate to social 
interaction among Muslims, and between them and 
other members of the society. Care of the family, 

roles of women in the task of nation building, 

provision of adequate facilities for the training of 

women, Islam vis-a-vis social responsibilities of every 

individual»etc. treated in the MS should be of interest 

to sociologists. The materials can be used to look 

more closely into the social set-up with a view to 

finding out factors responsible for the social problems 

and the effective way of getting rid of them. The 

Shaykh’s views can be of immense assistance in this 

respect. His down-to-earth approach and personal 

exposure to the situation enabled him to proffer

practical solutions. It is now up to colleagues in 

Sociology to scrutinise and harmonise the suggestions 

and see how far they can carry us in forging a 
peaceful, stable and crime-free society.
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9.3.6 Education;

The Shaykh discusses issues related to 

educational planning, curricul urn-development, 

educational management, philosophy and sociology of 
education, etc. In fact, he traces the origin of 
most of the problems now facing the nation to lack of 

oroper education. Much emphasis is laid on the 

education of girls. Specialists in the various fields 

of education need to study the MS and relate the 

Shaykh*s views to our educational needs as at present. 

One is optimistic that such works will provide 

opportunities for comparative analysis between the 
Western and Islamic systems of education, at least,as 

presented by our man.

9.3.7 Law;

The Shaykh sees law as a necessary tool for social 

transformation. He is of the ooinion that there can be 
progress if only law and order is maintained. Based 
on this understanding, he calls for making- laws to back

up policies aimed at elevating the nation to the 

position of honour and eminence. Thus, there shouldUNIV
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be laws to enforce compulsory education, 

environmental sanitation, agro-economic policies 

of the nation, and to curb crimes and anti-social 
behaviour generally. Lawyers and criminologists 

have a lot of materials awaiting their attention 
in the MS. If undertaken, such researches .will 
benefit the society by helping to bring about 

constitutional transformation of - the

nation, a job that seems to have been started by 

the current review of some of the nation's laws.
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NOTES AND REFERENCES TO CHAPTER IX

1. See pp. 143 - 164 above.
2. See pp. 193 - 205 above.
3. See pp. 206 - 220 above.
4. See pp. 210 - 212 above.
5. According to the Shayicn, it is the quality of the 

woman in terms of education, piety, discipline and 
morality that determines how the future of the 
country will be, not oy the accident of events. For 
further details, refer to pp. 294 - 300 above.

6. The ShayJch lays much emphasis on this recommendation 
in view of its health and social implications. See 
pp. 273 - 278 above.

7. Although relatively brief, the discussion touches on 
the essential aspects of the national health-care 
delivery system. See pp. 306 - 324 above.

8. See pp. 316 - 318 above.
9. Arberry, A.J. Arabic Poetry (Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press, 1965) pp. 5 - 7 .
10. Although this was noticed on many occasions, it was 

particularly noticeable on mentioning dates, Shaykh’s 
close associates and description of important events 
such as the launching of Hizbu’l-Lah al-Ghalib in 1952.

11. Such personalities include Alhaj (Chxefl S.O.
Gbadamosi, Alhaj Adelabu Adegoke, Alhaj Dauda 
Adegbenro, Axhaj A.R.A. Smith , Alhaj Jibril Martin,
Mr. M.R.B. Otun, etc.
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12. For further explanations on reasons why the
laws should be reformed, particularly as given 
by Prince Bola Ajibola, the Federal Attorney 
General and Minister for Justice, see Daily 
Times (Lagos) of Monday, January 12, 1985, p.13. Ayi 
P. also gives a very useful write-up on the 

issue in his article, "Of Law and 'the commonman1" 
publised in Daily Times (Lagos) of 5/3/1986, p. 15.
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LIST OF IN.‘UlMi\3ITS

1. Alhaj Abdul-iiojeed Adeyemi, based at Hodakeke, 
Oyo State, a student of the Shaykh from 
February 8, 1950, until the Shaykh passed 
away in 1960.

2. Alhaj Abdul-Yaqeen I-iuiiarmaac Bello Akeukanwo, 
a student of the Shaykh unr.er whose care the 
latter was put for medical attention until his 
death. He is an indigene of Ago-Iwoye, O^un 
State.

3. Alhaji R.O. Aliyu at Isale-Ijebu, Ibadan a 
retired Chief Information Officer Ministry
of Information,. Oyo State, and the Publicity 
Secretary of H.L.A. He ^ot in contact with 
the Shaykh in 1952.

4. Alhaj Sanusi Alabi, at Ode-Omu, Hufassir of 
the tom, proprietor of’an Arabic High School 
and the most senior of the Shaykh*s students. 
He has the most authoritative information on 
the Shaykh*s life and works.

5. Shaykh Abdul-Ra'uf Busari, Imam Oke Gage, 
Ibadan, an associate of the Shaykh.
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