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Auto-segmental Analysis of Consonant Deletion in thè 
Spoken French of Ijebu Undergraduate French 
Learners in Selected Universities in South West of 
Nigeria

IYIOLA Amos Damilare', Ph.D

Abstract
In communication, each spoken word is created out o f thè phonetic 
combination of a limited set of vowel and consonant speech sound 
units. Deletion, which involves loss of segment involving vowel and 
consonants, is a common phonological process in language. Existing 
studies have examined deletion in several languages and dialects with 
less attentionpaid to thè spoken French of Ijebu Undergraduates. This 
article, therefore, examined consonant deletion in thè spoken French 
of forty-four Ijebu Undergraduate French Learners (IUFLs) in 
Selected Universities in South West of Nigeria, with a view to 
establishing thè dominance of consonant deletion in thè spoken 
French of IUFLs. The data collection was through tape-recording of 
participants' production of 30 sentences containing both French 
vowel and consonant sounds, while Goldsmith's Auto-segmental 
theory of phonology (1990) was used to analyse instances of 
consonant deletion by thè IUFLs. The results revealed inappropriate 
consonant deletion in thè initial, mediai and final positions in thè 
French speech communication of IUFLs.

Keywords: IUFLs, Consonant deletion, Autosegmental phonology
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Introduction
There are three types o f communication nam ely verbal 
communication(the focus o f this study) involving listening to a 
person to understand thè meaning of a message, written 
communication in which a message is read, and nonverbal 
communication involving observing a person and inferring meaning. 
Speech is researched in terms of thè speech production and speech 
perception of thè sounds used in vocal language. By listening to thè 
spoken French of a Nigerian, it is possible to predict thè part o f thè 
country such a person comes from and this is because thè accents of 
most speakers of French differ depending on thè region they come 
from or their dialect (lyiola, 2014:2). Studies have examined deletion 
in speech production of several languages and dialects with less 
attention paid to thè spoken French of Ijebu Undergraduates. This 
study, therefore, examined consonant deletion as a major 
phonological feature in French verbal communication o f Ijebu 
Undergraduate French Learners (IUFLs) in selected universities in 
thè South West of Nigeria with a view to establishing thè linguistic 
variables deleted and positions of deletion and causes of consonant 
deletion in their French speech production.

Deletion
In language, we often come across situations where a morpheme 
shows up in two alternating phonological shapes, one o f which 
contains a vowel or consonant segment that is missing from thè other. 
For example, in Samoan, thè root meaning 'twist' has two alternants: 
milos and mi lo fvan Oostendorp, Marc: 2004). The form ending in 5 is 
found before a vowel-initial suffix (as in milos-ia 'be twisted'), while 
thè form lacking thè 5 is found when thè root falls at thè end o f a word. 
According to Oostendorp Marc, in such situations, thè two alternants 
usually stem from a single historical source, and we can attribute thè 
alternation between segment and zero to thè action o f some sound 
change. The question then is whether or not thè historical form 
contained thè segment that altemates in thè present-day forms. Either 
thè segment was absent from thè originai form and has since been 
inserted in certain phonological contexts or it was present and has
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sirice been deleted in certain contexts. Which of these scenarios is 
correct depends on whether thè segment's occurrence is 
phonologically predictable or not.

Deletion is a common process in language. It involves thè loss o f a 
segment under some language-specifically imposed conditions 
(Oyebade 1998:63). It could involve consonants and vowels. 
Deletion that involves vowel is called elision. Vowels are usually 
deleted when two or more vowels occur across morpheme boundary. 
When such an occurrence is introduced by morphological processes, 
thè language may choose to drop thè first or thè second o f thè 
contiguous vowels. Consider examples like “J'ai, l'eau, l'hòpital, 
sot/so/” among others. General terms used to describe whole- 
segment deletion include elision, loss, drop and truncation.

Although these terms, that is, elision, loss, drop and truncation 
continue to prove useful for descrittive purposes, they retain a strong 
flavour of thè philological tradition within which they were 
conceived. Firstly, there is a procedural flavour to thè terminology: 
deletion might suggest that a phonological form is derivationally 
altered by thè irretrievable elimination of a sound. Secondly, there is 
an implication that what gets deleted is a phoneme-sized unit -  an 
impression undoubtedly reinforced by thè practice o f using 
alphabetic transcription to present thè relevant data. Neither o f these 
connotations accurately reflects how deletion is treated in modera 
phonological theory. Vowel sequences lacking an intervening 
consonant are cross-linguistically unacceptable. W henever 
morpheme concatenation threatens to create a hiatus configuration of 
this sort, languages can take various measures to resolve it. One o f thè 
most favoured of these is to delete one of thè vowels in French (Bright 
1957).

INPUT OUTPUT
leami- l'ami'thefriend (m.)'
la amie - l'ami'thè friend (f.)'
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Jeai-
Sot-

J'ai
so

Deletion can also target vowels at thè absolute edges o f words, usually 
when thè affected syllable is unstressed or in some other way non- 
prominent. Some languages do not tolerate consonant clusters. When 
such occur as a result of morphological or syntactic collocation, thè 
offending cluster is rectified. Sometimes, thè conditions for 
consonant deletion may be that thè language prefers that final 
syllables should be open (Oyebade 1998:65). If a closed syllable 
occurs in final position, thè process o f consonant deletion is 
introduced to obliterate thè arresting consonant and hence open thè 
syllable e.g. /patitami/ /gRozami/, /trezetRwa/, /tropetRwa/ 
/patigarsò/, /gRogaRsò/ /tRoplaRV /tRelaRj/ (Oyebade 1998). 
Oyebade further discusses thè process of degermination (a type of 
consonant deletion) whereby a cluster of identical consonant is 
reduced to one. Consider thè examples below:

Latin French
Terra /teR/
Bella /bel/
Pressa /pRes/

Certain syllabic positions are particularly favourable to deletion, and 
deletion changes thè syllabification o f thè phonological forms it 
targets. These assumptions are themselves founded on a widely 
accepted model o f syllabification that can be summarised as follows:

Standard Syllabic Model
(a) Sonority: syllable nuclei always correspond to sonority peaks 
(typically vowels).
(b) Word edges: (i) a word-initial consonant forms a syllable onset; 
(ii) a word-final consonant forms a syllable coda. These assumptions 
represent what can be considered thè 'standard' view of syllabification 
(Blevins 2004). However, it has increasingly been called into

IB
ADAN U

NVIE
RSITY

 LI
BRARY 



Journal of Communication and Language Arts, 2015 6(1)

question, and this inevitably impacts on thè validity o f syllable-based 
analyses of deletion.

However, this study will not be complete without considering thè 
Ijebu dialect as it is thè mother tongue of participants in this study; 
and that thè dialect has a way of interfering on thè spoken aspect o f a 
second foreign language learner. In Ijebu dialect, phonological 
process occurs when words are juxtaposed at a morpheme boundary, 
thus resulting in a change of thè segment of these neighbouring 
words. In other words, thè changes that take place in segment in 
environment such as initial, final, intervocalic and when morphemes 
combine to form a word are called phonological processes (cfSchane 
1973:49). Phonological processes that occur in Ijebu dialect can be 
said to be either assimilatory or non-assimilatory. However, thè focus 
of this study is to examine instances o f consonant deletion io  thè 
spoken French of thè IUFLs which has not gained enough attention by 
previous studies.

Methodology
The participants in this study were purposively selected from Olabisi 
Onabanjo University, Ago Iwoye, Ogun State (19 participants), Osun 
State University, Ikire Campus, Osun State (15 participants) and Tai 
Solarin University of Education, Ijebu-Ode, Ogun State (10 
participants). The participants were selected from 400 level in each 
school because it is believed that they would have attained a 
considerable level of proficiency in French language. The data 
collection was through tape-recording of participants' speech 
production of 30 sentences containing both French vowel and 
consonant sounds.

Analysis
Through thè participants' Speech production o f 30 sentences, thè 
study discovered dominant instances of consonant deletion in thè 
spoken French of thè IUFLs as revealed in thè table below.
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Table 1
W ord C o r r e c t  p h o n e tic  

rep resen ta tio n
V a r ia b le V a r ia n ts by  

re sp o n d en ts
P o ss ib le  P h o n o lo g ic a l  
P r o cesse s

Bonjour /ba3uR/ /R/ /bo3u/ Deletion o f  /R/ at thè final 
position

Pére /peR/ /R/ /pe/ Deletion o f  /R/ at thè final 
position

Trop /tRo/ /p/ /tRo/ The sound /R/ is velarised at . 
thè mediai position

Gargon /gaRso/ /R/ /gasa/ Deletion o f  /R/ at mediai 
position

Surtout /sqRtu/ W /si[tll/ Deletion o f  /R/ at thè mediai 
position

Voef /voef/ /{/ /vce/ Deletion o f  fricative /f/ at thè 
final position

Soeur /soeR/ n u /sce/ Deletion o f  IR/ at thè final 
position

Voir /vwaR/ /R/ /vwa/ A s above

Les /le/ /s/ * Deletion o f  /s/ at thè final 
position

Erreur /eRoeR/ /R/ /e Ree/ Deletion o f  /RI at thè final 
position

Lait /le/ /t/ Deletion o f  dentai /t/ at thè 
end

Faisons /fazò/ /s/ - Deletion o f  /s/ at thè end

Sot /so/ iti - Deletion o f  dentai /t/ at thè 
end

Hòpital /opital/ III /opita/ Deletion o f  lateral /!/ at thè 
final position

Chaud /Jo/ /d/ Deletion o f  dentai sound IAI 
at thè final position

Impót /èpo/ m Deletion o f  dentai sound /t/ at 
thè final position

Saint /si/ /ti - A s above
Lourd /luR/ IRJ, /Al /lu/ Deletion o f  dentai sound IAI 

at thè final position while thè 
/k/ is deleted at thè tail final 
position

Bceufs /bof/ /f/, /s/ /bat Deletion o f  /si at thè final 
position and deletion o f  /{/ at 
thè final position

Mangeons /mà3ò/ /s/ Deletion of/s/ at thè final 
position

Papier /paje/ /R/ - Deletion o f  IRJ at thè final 
position

Rural /ei[Ral/ /I/ /RijRa/ Deletion o f  lateral III at thè 
final position
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Tort /R/,
ni

/taR/ Deletion o f  IV and thè rolling o f  IR/

Bruit /bRip/ /RI,
iti

/bRqi/ Deletion dentai sound Iti at thè final position 
while thè IR/ at thè initial position is rolled

Chat /fa/ IV - Deletion o f  dentai sound IV at thè final 
position

Secrétaire /sokReteR/ IRI /sakRete/ Deletion o f  IR/ at thè final position

Prend /pRà/ /RI,
/Al

/pRà/ Deletion o f  consonant Idi at thè final position 
and thè rolling o f  consonant IRJ at thè mid 
position

Noeud Im i IAI - Deletion o f  consonant Idi at thè final position

Manger /mà^e/ IRI - Deletion o f  consonant /R/ at thè final position

Bout /bu/ IV - Deletion o f  consonant Iti at thè final position

Offert /ofeR/ IR/,
Iti

/ofe/,
/ofeR/

Deletion o f  IR/ at thè tail end o f  thè word and 
free Deletion o f  IV at thè end position

Chuchoter /Mote/ /RI - Deletion o f  IR/ at thè end o f  thè word

Saisonier /sszonje/ /RI - Deletion o f  IR/ at thè end o f  thè word
Lorgner /bRpe/ IR/ / bpe/ Deletion o f  sound /R/ at thè mid position

Rèver /Reve/ IR/ /Reve/ Deletion o f  IRI at thè end o f  thè word while 
thè IRI is rolled at thè initial position

Psychologie /psikolo3i/ /p/ /sikob3 i/ Deletion o f  /p / at thè initial position o f  thè 
word

Sept /set/ Ipl - Deletion o f  /p / at thè end o f  thè word

Sirop /siRo/ M __ - Deletion o f  /p/ at thè end o f  thè word

In table 1, deletion of /R/ is dominant in thè pronunciation of thè 
IUFLs. The participants (IUFLs) deleted thè uvular /R/ at thè final 
position in words like “bonjour/ bo3uR/” changing to /bÒ3u/, 
“Erreur/eRoeR/” changing to /eRos/, “SoeuR/soeR/” and lourd/luR/ 
changing to /lu/. Also, thè IUFLs deleted /R/ in thè mediai position in 
such words as “Surtout/syR tu/” changing to /sy tu / and 
“garcon/gaRsò/” changing to /gasò/. In addition, thè participants 
deleted thè labio-dental fricative /f/ at thè final position in “Voef/vcef/” 
changing to /voe/, lateral /I/ at thè final position in “Hòpital /opital/” 
changing to /opita/ while thè consonant /p/ was deleted at thè initial 
position in “Psychologie/psikob3Ì/” changing to /sikob3i/-
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Autosegmental Anaylsis of deletion by thè IUFLs

( i ). Psychologic/psikobji/

Deletion l-d^lj
Tier:
CV Tier: d
Segmentai Tier:

r
+còns 
+labial 
voice 
-so n 
-cor

[-del] [-del] [-del] [-del] [-del] [-del] [-del] [-del]

r 
fcor s
♦ palata!
voice
-son
-cor
V

tpc
s
c

+svl 
+son 

-back 
+voice
-round

v

i
V

+cons
+vcl
■ voice
-son
-cor

k
C

+|yl
/•fson-\/■ -fiat
+voice +voi ce
•frounc ■ fson
-fback +cor

0 1
k \r \ „  J

r  1 -fsyl / . *\ -fdons +Sy 1 ^
-fson •fson -fson
-fvoice -palatili back
+round •fvoice •fvoice
♦ back -fcor -round

k .y k J k y
3
C

i/
V

Deletion
Tier:
CV Tier: 
Segmentai Tier

dell (-del) [-del] [-c

-t-cons
+palatal
-voice
-son
-cor

/s
C

#syl
•fson
-back
+voice
-round

el] t-d^lj I-CI9JI [-dell t-dp

1

+son
+voice (jpalatal fjback 
+round 
-t-back

+voice
fcor

frttns +s)l +cons 
+vel +son +lat 
-voice t-voice fvoice 
-son +rounc +son 
-cor -t-back +cor 

. •'K
i k o I D 3 " i /

V C V C  V C V
The figure (i) above represents instarne of auto-segmcntal analysis of consonimi (/p/) deletion at 
thè initial position.

'+sy
+son

"Vsyl
+son

+V01CC

•round 
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(ii). Bonjour/b53uR/

DeletionTier: [-del] [del] [-del] f-de

CV Tier: C

Segmentai Tier :

1 [-del]

V

+lab +SOI l

+COI1S

-voice 
-son 
-cor 
' /b 

C

Y ^
+COI1S

+son
+pal

+syl 
+son 
+back 
-froundlfvoice
-fvoice -fcor

+syl
-fuvuU
-back
-fround
+voice v

u

+cons

-fvoice 
+son 
+cor 

' k/ "

u

DeletionTier: [-del] [del] [-del] [-del]

CV Tier: C

Segmentai Tier :

V

+cons 
flab 
-voice 
-son 
-cor 
' /b 

C

-t-syl
+son

+back

Y+cons
+son
+pal

-fround fvoice 
-fvoice -fcor
s ✓

-t-syl 
+son 
-back 
-fround 
-fvoice 

3 A  i i ^  
C VV
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(iii). Pére /peR/

DeletionTier: [-delJ [-del

CV Tier:

Segmentai
Tier:

/p
C

[-del]

e

V
R/
C

[-del]

'd-cons ^ +syl " '+cons''
+lab +son 4-voice /
-son +round huvular c=>
-cor -i-voice +son
-voice -back +cor

c .  . -> V . J

+cons
+lab
-son
-cor
-voice
v ■>

/P
C

(iv). Situi /sa-R/

DeletionTier: [-del) [-del] [-del]

C V  Tier:

Segmentai
Tier: +cons 

f  patatai 
voice 
son 
cor 

v.
Ih
C

+syl 'i  C+cons 
+son + voice 

t-round jf[ivular 
+son 
+cor

+voice
•back

(V
V

R / 
C

[-del] [-del]

■ fcons
+lab
-son
•cor
-voice

v.

+syl
+son

■ round
+voice
■ back

a» / 
V

[-del]

V

C i "N+syl
+son

-round
+voice
-back
s. J

E /
V

The figure* (li, iii &  iv) above represent instances o f auto-wgmcntul anulyses o f consonali! /RI 
delelion ut thè flnal position in thè pronunciation o f ihe lUPLs.
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(v). Vcef /vcef/

DeletionTier: [-del] [-del] [ -del | [-del] [-del]

CV Tier: C C C V

Segmentai
Tier: +cons

t-palatal
-voice
-son
-cor
v. J
N

C

"  +syl > ^+cons ^ r+cons r  , ~\ +syl
+son +lab +lab +son
+round -son ■ => -son +round
+voice -voice -voice +voice

-back -cor -cor -back
v- > V. J V. >

(E f/ /f (X'/
V c c V

The ligure (v) represents instance o f deletion of labio-dental fricative /I'/ deletion at thè final 
position in thè spoken French of thè lUFLs.

i
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(vi). Gargon /gaRsò/

Deletion 
Tier:
CV Tier: (t
Segmentai Tier :

del] [-del]

r  ~\ fcons
fvelar
+voice
+son

+cor

/g

j

+JyI 
+son 
+back 
+voice 
-round

a
V

[-del]

è

f
fdons
+uvular
+voice
+son
fcor
v

R
C

del]

V

| -dui ] 

C

rfcons 
+palat 
-voice 
-son 
-cor

s 5/ 
C V

r
+sy 
fson 
fback 
+son 
fround 
v j

Deletion | - 
Tier:
CV Tier: (
Segmentai Tier :

del] [-del] |-del] [-del

V V

r  > 
fcons
■fvelar

r
fgyl
fson

fvoicc fback
fson f  voice

fcor -round 
V- J

fcqms +sy] 
ffpalat^ffson 
-voice

/g
C

a
V

-son
■cor

s
" C

fback
+son
fround

5/ '
'  V
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(vii). Surtout /st)Rtu/ 

lei]Deletion [-
Tier:
CV Tier: (
Segmentai Tier :

4-COI1S

+palatal
-voice
-son
-cor

V
/s
C

lei]

7

- -syl 
+son 
■ back 
+voice 
+round

‘1V

[-del 1 

C

+COI.1S

fu vula r 
fvoice 
fson 
+cor

R

Nel] [-del]

+cóns 
fdentaj 
-voice 
son 
-cor

■n
+sy 
+son 
-fback 
•fson 
f  round

Deletion [-
Tier:
CV Tier: (
Segmentai Tier :

del] [-del]

•\
+tons
■ fpalatal
-voice
-son
-cor

«yi
•fson
-back
•fvoice
■ fround

del] [-del]

•fcc 
d̂entai 
voice 
-son 
-cor

■ fsyi
/'fson
fback
+son

fround

//s t u
C V v c  V

The figures (vi &  vii) represent instances of R-deletion at thè final position in thè spoken Prenci) 
of thè RJFLs.

The analyses above are based on Distinctive Feature Theory as 
propounded by Chomsky and Halle (1968) blended with 
A utosegm ental Theory o f Phonology as propounded by 
Goldsmith(1976, 1990). Distinctive Feature Theory (DFT) has been 
used to analyse indivisible phonemes into indivisible elements. That 
is, a phoneme is a bundle of distinctive features as opined by 
Trubetzkoy (1939) and Jakobson, Fani and Halle (1952). The 
distinctive features has also been used to classify thè deleted 
consonants as well as thè ones that are not deleted through major class
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features. cavity features, laryngeal features, manner features and 
prosodie features (Chomsky & Halle 1968, Katamba 1992, Salawu 
2002).In order to put thè analysis into a graphic representation form, 
some of thè views of Autosegmental model shall be employed. 
Goldsmith (1990: 8) explains thè different approach of this theory 
from thè generative method of representation. Also, we have made 
use of Autosegmental tiers namely deletion [del], CV tier to represent 
thè consonants and vowels sounds followed by thè Segmentai tier to 
describe thè distinctive features thè each sound

Conclusion
Instances of inappropriate consonant deletion were confirmed in 
verbal communication ofIjebu Undergraduate French learners when 
they pronounced French words. These instances of deletion may be 
attributed to thè fact that Parisian IR/, thè lateral /l/ and thè labio- 
dental fricative /fì do not end words in thè Ijebu dialect. Also, Ijebu 
dialect does not permit consonant clusters (lyiola, 2014). The 
voiceless consonant /p/ is deleted by IUFls as confirmed for Nigerian 
English (Akinjobi, 2010). Therefore, thè study suggests that thè 
teaching of phonetics and phonology of French language be 
emphasized especially in thè Anglophone setting for better mastery of 
speech production of French sounds and words. Though it may not be 
totally possible to eradicate these instances of deletion in speech 
production, it could be minimized and Nigerian learners and speakers 
o f French could approximate better to Parisian French which is thè 
standard French.
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