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READIN G IN TEREST AND ATTITUDE AS CORRELATES OI: STUDENTS' 
PERFO RM AN CE IN JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL YO RU BA LAN GUAGE 

READING COM PETENCE IN OYO STATE, N IGERIA

J. A. Abijo
Institu te o f  Education  

University o f Ibadan, N igeria  
i a a biio (5) an i ai I. com

Abstract
Perform ance o f studen ts in Yoruba Language in both in terna l and pub lic  
exam inations is a serious concern which has a ttra cted  the  a tten tion  o f  
stakeh o ld ers o f language education . In sp ite  o f d iffe ren t Research  
studies to investiga te  the cause and p ro ffe r so lution , the p rob lem  
persisted . It  w as on this basis, that this study investiga ted  the ex ten t to 
which read ing in te re st and stu d en ts ' u ttitude account fo r  studen ts  
'Yoruba language reading com petency o f Jun io r Secondary Schoo l 
Students in Oyo S ta te . The study adopted  non-experim enta l su rvey  
design. The sam ple  consisted  o f one hundred and tw en ty  Jun io r  
Secondary schoo l studen ts random ly se lected  within Ibadan M etro p o lis . 
Two in strum ents w ere used fo r  data co llection , nam ely ; Reading  
In te re st Scale in Yoruba Language (RISY) and Student A ttitude Sca le in 
Yoruba (SASY). The psychom etric properties o f the instrum ent u sed  are : 
Reading In te re st Scale in Yoruba Language (r = 0 .8) and S tuden ts  
A ttitude  Scale in Yoruba(r = 0 .8). Ttoo research  questions w ere  
genera ted  and a n sw e re d  The data co llected  w ere  analyzed using  
correlation  and m ultip le repressions. The sign ificance level was se t at 
0.05. The resu lt revea led  that the relationship  am ong the p red ic to r  
variables and the criterion  variable is low . Hence, A ttitude  to Yoruba  
Language (r = 0 .001 , p> 0 .05) and Reading In te re st (r = 0 .043, p>0.05) 
has a negative and low correlation w ith  stu d en ts ' learn ing ou tcom e in 
Yoruba Language. This indicates u w eak sign ificant and opposite  
re la tionsh ip  betw een  the p red icto r variables and crite rion  variable . 
Based on these find ing s, it was recom m ended that teachers shou ld  
update them se lves through sem inars and w orkshops fro m  tim e to tim e  
on how  to m ake Yoruba lead ing in teresting to stu d en ts  so  as to be able  
to co rre la te  it w ith  studen ts learning outcom es. Schools, teachers and̂  
Guidance co un se lo rs shou ld  counsel studen ts not only to a ssoc ia te
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read ing ■ iil iu u  Language to tests, assignm ents and exam ination  but 
that it sh o u ld  be o tool fo r  relaxation, en joym ent, p lea su re , self- 
lU ve lopm ent and advancem ent.

Background to the Problem
Language is so vital in m an's life that there is hardly any situation  w here 
language is not involved. It. is the most valuable possession of the 
human race Ib ionotis (1995). Every one in every w alk of life is 
concerned w ith  language in a practical w ay, for we m ake use °  it J n 
v irtua lly  everyth ing we do. Language is the m ajor veh ic le  o t °u g  t. 
W hatever the ir profession or involvem ent, people w ant to c ai ity the ir 
thoughts. A lso , language perm eates our thoughts, m ediates our 
re lations w il l , o thers and even creeps unto our d ream s. It is the
greatest invention  by man Ibio.notisi 1998.

Languages occupy a very im portant position in the curricu lum
of any school system  This is largely clue to the im portance of language 
in hum an com m unication It is also due to the fact that languages serve 
as a tria l for and a key to other school sub jects. It is a unique 
phenom enon to hum an beings,. Even though low er an im als are known 
to com m unicate they do not do by m eans of the com plex verbal 
system s known as hum an.

Africa is said to have one thousand distinct languages, o w u c  
Nigeria has about four hundred (Bangbose, 1931). As a resu lt of the 
m ultip lic ity  of language the English languages has been adopted as the 
officia l language for governm ent, education and m ass m edia. Eng is 
language is so im portant that it assum es a greater status than N igerian 
languages as an official language, thus reducing the scope of N igerian
languages. . .

Yoruba language is one of the indigenous language in N igeria
w ide ly spoken am ong people in eight states in N igeria. These a re : Oyo, 
Osun, Ogun, Ondu, Eldti, ' ngos, parts of Kwara and Kogi States (Ab ijo , 
2009). Yoruba language is now taught in Nigerian schools rig it  rom 
kindergarten to flic* un iversity level. At the end of jun io r secondary 
education , students should lie  capable of being involved in e ffective  
speech com m unication  in Yoruba. lo  act oniplish this, there is a nee to 
assess oi exam ine students' ability on com prehension aspect o f Yoruba 
language w hich enhances the ir ultim ate route lo r the search ,
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acqu isition  and deve lopm ent of know ledge as w ell as basis fo r 
successfu l living (A yu ile le , 1998).

Yoruba language students' mode of reading inside and outside 
the c lassroom  is p athetic  m ost esp ecia lly  in the ju n io r c lasses of 
secondary schoo ls. M ost of the students cannot read flu en tly  talk less 
of com prehend ing  th e  sub ject m atte r. Th is has been a concern  to 
stakeho lders in Yoruba language According to scho lars , num erous 
factors in fluence  stud en ts , reading com prehension . These include 
school qua lity  (O b em eata , 2001), teaching quality (Popoo la , 2003), 
school en v iro nm ent {O kw ilagw e, 1999), poor im p lem entation  of po licy 
on education  (O laju igbe, 2004) and provision of resources. O nukaogu 
(2002) be lieved  that it w as due to the poor w ay in w hich reading w as 
taught. O ther research  finding have show n that ind iv idual 
ch a racte ris tics  such as anx ie ty , m otivation , o rien tation , c lassroom  
environm ent and m ethod o f teaching are im portant factors in fluencing  
Yoruba language stud ents reading perfo rm ance (Adeagbo, 2005).

D esp ite  the identified  and treated  factors noticed to have 
c o n t iib u led  to Yoruba language .s tu d e n t's  poor reading s k ill ,, the 
problem  p ers isted . The p resent study sought o ilie r  factors that m ight 
have co rre la ted  to Yoruba language poor reading perfo rm ance o f J5S 
two students in Ibadan M etropo lis  and com es up w ith va riab les such  as 
reading in te rest and A lt itu d e  as Corre late* o f student p e rfo rm ance  in 
Jun io r Secondary School Yoruba language reading sk ill in Oyo S ta te , 
N igeria.

Reading is an im portant skill that is fundam enta l to our 
function ing  in  to d a y s  s rx ic iy -  In his v iew , Ch inelo  (2010) noted that no 
society can deve lop  m ote than the know ledge base o f its c itizen s. 
According to Heavers (2000), in o rder for a child to  know  about the  
w o ild  and its environm ent, he has to help h im se lf through read ing  
books n ew spaper and other m agazines. Rending is both a physica l; and 
m e n ia l activ ity  It is a p iiy ieal activ ity because it invo lves the  sense o f 
sight and it is a menial activ ity  because it requ ires m em ory and 
com prehension  111 the view of iiu th iie , Bc*nnoth and M cGough (2 0 0 7 ), 
reading is the .id . ol g e llin g  m eaning from  prin ted  or w ritten  w o rd s 
w h irh  is the basis for learning and one ol ih e  m ost im p o rtan t sk ills  in 
everyd ay life .

Reading helps lo  develop the im agination and the m ind 
because the mind is Ii!• <■-’ a m uscle that requ ires exe rc ise . Reading helps
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to d iscover new  things from books, m agazines and in te rnet and also to 
understand  w hat o thers believe, it accesses one to the w orld  o f great 
m inds one m ay never have the privilege of m eeting in one 's life  tim e, it 
enab les an ind ividual to develop ideas and beliefs of his ow n . According 
to Issa, A liyu , Akangbe and Adedeji (2011 ), the concept of reading has 
its dependence on the readers' m em ory and experience  in o rder to 
understand  w hat is read. Poor reading skills increase the am ount of 
tim e a child takes to absorb and com prehend facts in the c lassroom .

Every student is expected to cope w ith  the dem ands o f reading 
but now adays read ing  practice and in te rest tend to d im in ish . In his 
observation , Chinelo  (2010) decried the dying cu lture  o f reading am ong 
children as leaders of tom orrow . Nasr and Asghar (2011) noted that 
w ith  the global sc ien tific  and technological growth that is occurring  
rap id ly , the re  is a decline in student reading in terest in science courses 
and caree rs w hich  is a w orldw ide concern . M oreover, students have a 
key role to play for them  to succeed acad em ica lly . They req u ire  
in fo rm ation  and skills w hich  can only be acquired through read ing .. 
H ow ever, observation  reveal that m any students tend to read to  pass 
the ir exam ination  and not for the p leasure of acquiring know ledge. 
According to Fapohunda (2013 ), the cause of m assive fa ilu re  in W est 
A frican  Exam ination  Council (W AEC) can be attributed  to students not 
having a strong reading sp irit. M any students depend on exte rn a l 
assistance because they felt the ie  is no need to spend tim e on in tensive  
reading and preparation . In the v iew  of Issa (2011 ), the by-products o f 
sc ientific  and technological inventions and innovations have 
contributed  g reatly  to the dw indling fo rtunes of reading in te rest am ong 
m ajo rity  of the students in N igeria. M ajority of students are not given 
to reading for the  love of doing so. The by-products o f sc ie n tific  
inventions such as video-gam es, audio-CD, w atch ing  'm ovies' and 
indoor gam es on the te levision  are been p re fe rred  by stud en ts to 
reading th eo ry  books. According to llogho (2011 ), students use b reak 
periods to p lay football and other outdoor gam es. Those w ho  have 
access to com puters and in ternet facilities p re fe r to chat, b row se , send 
em ail, SM S, face hook, yahoo m essenger and play com puter gam es. At 
hom e, most students p re fe r to w atch  en terta inm ent program m es such 
as d ia m a , film s, com edies, listen to m usic and w atch  dance 
com petition  One reason students prefer all these activ ities to read ing 
r> because lead ing  requ ires m ore thinking and im agination .
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M a h o r (2 0 1 3 ) d e fin e s  in te re s t  as a kind o f c o n sc io u sn e ss  
a c co m p a n y in g  and  s t im u la t in g  a tte n t io n , a p le a sa n t o r p a in fu l fe e lin g  
d ire c t in g  a t te n t io n . In le ie s t  m e an s o n e  is fa v o u ra b ly  in c lin e d  to  a tte n d  
and  g ive  t im e  to  a p a r t ic u la r  a c t iv ity . In te re s t  p lays a ro le  in th e  d e c is io n  
to re ad , in th e  le v e l ol e n g a g e m e n t w ith  th e  su b je c t  m a t te r  d u rin g  
r ead in g  and  in th e  i e su lt th e  re a d e r  c re a te s  in te rm s  o f c o m p re h e n s io n  
of th e  su b je c t  m a t te r . W h en  an in d iv id u a l re a d s , lie  b rin g s in to  h is 
re ad in g  d if fe re n t  le v e ls  o f in te re s t . Th e  le ve l o f in te re s t  o f a re a d e r  
s o m e tim e s  d e p e n d s  on th e ir  kn o w le d g e  o f th e  su b je c t  m a t te r  b e in g  
c o n s id e re d . A s a re a d e r  engag es w ith  th e  te x t , th e  e f fe c t iv e  e le m e n t  o f 
in te re s t  to m e s  in to  p lay . In te re s t  in  th e  v ie w  o f H id i (2 0 0 1 ) can  be 
trig g e red  by v isu a l s t im u li. M o re o v e r , in  the  v ie w  o f K y rid s  and  D ro so s 
(201  J ) ,  fa c to rs  su ch  as g e n d e r and  g rad e -le ve l h av e  been  p ro v e n  to  
a ffe c t  s tu d e n t 's  re ad in g  in le te s t  in sc ie n ce  o r c h ild re n 's  sch o o l 
a c h ie v e m e n t , ;

T h e re  a re  tw o  stag es w h e n  b u ild ing  in te re s t  in  a le a rn in g . 
D uring  th e  fits ! s ta g e , e ffo rts  sh o u ld  be fo cu sed  on h o w  to g e n e ra te  
n ew  in te re s ts  in the  le a rn e rs  th a t re la te  to  the  to p ic  to  be ta u g h t . 
R e la tin g  the  n e w  su b je c t  to  so m e th in g  th e  le a rn e rs  e n jo y  d o ing  (su c h  as 
an a c t iv ity )  a tt ra c ts  th e  le a rn e rs ' a t te n t io n . A fty r  th e  in it ia l in te re s t  h a s  
b een  d e v e lo p e d , s ta g e  tw o  sh o u ld  be d ire c te d  to w a rd s  b u ild in g  th e  
n e w ly  fo u n d  in te re s t  o f th e  le a rn e rs . Fo llo w in g  th e se  ru le s  w ill he lp  to 
c re a te  an d  s t re n g th e n  in te re s t  in le a rn e rs .

T h o se  th in g s  w h ich  a ro u se  and su s ta in  n q n -v o lu n ta ry  oi 
sp o n ta n e o u s  a tte n t io n  a re  in te re s t in g  w h ile  a c t iv it ie s ' w h ic h  w e  car 
a tte n d  to  o n ly  w ith  v o lu n ta ry  e ffo rt a re  c o n s id e re d  n o t in te re s t in g . For 
e x a m p le , a ch ild  is in te re s te d  in its food  and  p la y , a lso  in an y  a c t iv it ie s  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  p le a su re  o r pain  in lire  past b u t a b o y  is In te re s te d  in 
h is g am e s and  th o se  e x e rc is e s  w h ich  he lia s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  h is o w n  
w e ll-b e in g . P e o p le  ore in te re s te d  in th o se  su b je c ts  w h ic h  a re  c o n n e c te d  
th e  m a in  o c c u p a t io n s  o f th e ir live s .

R ead in g  in te re s t  in Y o ru b a  language re fe rs  to a v o lu n ta ry  
stro n g  d e s ire  to le a d  and  co m p re h e n d  p assag e s and  te x ts  w r it te n  in 
Y o ru b a  lan g u a g e , it is la c lu i th a t - an In linked  to a c a d e m ic  su cc e ss  and  
is k n o w n  to fa c i l it a te  th e  le a rn in g  p ro ce ss  A s tu d e n t w ith  no re ad in g  
in te re s t  is lik e ly  not to p e rfo rm  w e ll in a n y  a c a d e m ic  w o rk  h e /sh e  
en g ag es in . A cco rd in g  to ‘.ch u n k  Pin ! rich  and  M e e ce  (2 0 0 8 ) , re d d in g
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in te rest is know n to co rre la te  w ith  o ther positive facto rs  in education  
w h ich  can increase  acad em ic perfo rm ance . Reading in te rest could be 
born out of hab it, p artic ip ation , experience and p ractice  at the  t im e  of 
study or w o rk . It can motivate students to learn  to be in d ep end ent, 
gain new  understand ing  know ledge, ideas and expand th e ir v ie w  so 
that, they have high intelligence in the subject m atte r.

A ttitu d e  and read ing in te rest can be categorized into a ffective  
dom ain . Ju st as cognitive variab les such as ap titud e , in te llig ence , 
m em o ry and reason ing  can pred ict academ ic ach ievem ent so also  
a ffective  va riab le  essentia l fo r academ ic perfo rm ance . A ccord ing  to 
T ru m p er (2 0 06 ), the a ffective  outcom es o f sc ience instruction  are  as
im portant as th e ir cognitive coun terpart.

A ttitud e  re fe rs  to com plex feelings, desires and convictions that 
give a set of read in ess to the behavior of an ind ividual and are  as a 
resu lt of m any exp erien ces . It invo lves form ing, conserving  and 
m odify ing  ideas, be lie fs, op in ions and in tention  through acqu ired  
exp e rien ces . Kerlinger and Lee (2000) defined attitude as an organized 
pred isposition  to th ink , feel, perce ive and behave  tow ard s re fe re n t oi 
cognitive ob ject w h ile  Carlson (2010 ), sees a ttitud e as a re la tive ly  stab le  
overt b eh av io r of a person w hich  a ffects his sta tu s . H ence, a ttitu d e  is a 
learnt p red isposition  on the part of an ind ividual to respond p o s itive ly  
or n egative ly  to an ob ject, s ituation , concept or ano ther p erson . It 
ind icates how  an ind ividual lee ls tow ards on ob ject or even t. It can 
d e te rm in e  the p a tte rn  of behavior of an ind iv idual. For exam p le , th is 
sta tem ent M like my jo b ’ ind icates one’ s a ttitu d e  to w a id s  one s job . 
From  this s ta tem ent it show s that attitudes has

a. D irection  (an ind ividual is e ither favourab le  or u n favo u rab le  
tow ards an event or ob ject).

b. Degree (how  m uch an ind ividual likes or d islikes an ob ject or 
even t)

c In tensity  (leve l of confidence expressed or how  strong is the  
co n v ic tio n s). A ttitude can also he in fo rm  o f strong fee lings foi oi 
against a person o r object w h ich  becom es aroused  w hen  the 
ob ject o r person is present.

A ttitude re la te s  to all the factors of education  and it can d e te rm in e  
learner s' choice o f sub ject. Yoloye (1999) asserts that, the a ttitu d e  of a 
learne i to w ard s sc ience w ill deter m ine lire  m easure  of the le a rn e r s



ittrac five ness or i epu lsiveness to science. A ttitud e can in fluence  a 
student's choice arid perform ance in a subject. M ost t im es, a ttitud e  
may not be exh ib ited  except when there is a stim ulus to provoke the 
ind ividual. It can also be expressed when we speak or enact a behavio r. 
O sborne, Sim on and Collins (2003) defined sc ien tific  a ttitude as a 
m u ltifaceted  com bination ot desire to know and understand an 
inquiring approach to all statem ent, a search fo r data and th e ir 
m eaning, a dem and for verification , a respect fo r logic, a consideration  
of p rem ises and consequences. According to O w en, To ep p erw e in , 
L ich tenste in , B lalock, Pruski and Grim es (2008), a ttitud e to w ard s 
science affects course and choice of career o f students hence  
m easuring tools w ith  robust psychom etric properties. Poor a ttitu d e  can 
lead to poor ach ievem ent and this can lead to not offering the sub ject 
(Yoruba language). A ttitude is often used in conjunction w ith  
m otivation to ach ieve . A ttitude can predict behavioura l changes that 
accom pany d iffe ren t environm ental in fluences. It can also create  
d iffe rences in behaviours among individuals receiving the  sam e 
environm enta l in fluence.

A ttitude to Yoruba language can be liking or d isliking Yoruba 
language, desire  to engage in or avoid activ ities of Yoruba language. It 
could also be a belief that Yoruba language is useful or use less. 
A ttitudes can be learned from  re lations, friends, and m ass m ed ia . 
Hence learning precedes attitude form ation and change. A ttitud es do 
not occur in iso lation rather they show  organization and stru ctu re . ( hey 
are re lated  and have internal consistency w hen  d raw n in c ircu la r 
pattern . Around the centre  of the c ircu la r pattern are  im portant va lues 
and se lf concept of the ind iv idual. A ttitudes close to the centre  have a 
high degree of ce n b a lity  and those fa rthe r out have less cen tra lity . 
Since attitudes c luster into a structu re , they lend to d isp lay stab ility  
over tim e but they tan  be changed or influenced through reading, 
tra in ing , re lig ious teachings and education George (2006 ), identified  
a ltitud e  us a key lac tot in learning science and the deve lopm ent of 
pusitive a ttitud e  tow ard s scieucp can m otivate student reading in te rest 
in science education and science i elated courses. Exam ples of positive 
students' a ttitude air* confidence in learning Yoruba language 
perceived usefu lness in Yoruba language and beliefs about 
appropriateness ol fa n ib .i language an a iea of study. G end er is an 
im portant va riab le  •e late '! to student attitude to language learn ing .



Reading Interest and Attitude as...ISM

Research studies have shown that boys have a more positive attitude to 
school science than girls, although this effect is stronger in physics than 
in Biology and girls' attitude to science is significantly less positive than 
boys. (Osborne, 2003).

Research findings have shown that the non-science m ajors do 
not have positive feelings towards science and the scientists. These 
findings are unfortunate because such attitudes may have negative 
effects on the entire society.

Since non science majors are potential law yers, politicians, 
managers of com panies and civic leaders, they w ill influence how 
research and developm ental funds are spent, how scientific d iscoveries 
and technological innovations are im plem ented and how scientific  
evidence is used in court and other social organizations. An 
appreciation of science and a positive attitude may provide a positive 
influence on these decisions (Rogers and Ford, 1997).

Several reasons have been suggested for the ne ga t ive  a t t i tu d e s  
of non science m ajors which include undesirable experiences in 
previous science courses and the instructors, lack of needed skills to 
learn and apply scientific concept, fear of science learning lack of 
m otivation to w o ik  hard in science glasses and poor reading in te iest,

Research Questions
X. W hat type of relationship exists among the independent; variab les 

(reading interest and attitude) and the dependent variab le 
student perform ance in Yoruba language reading com petency ?

2 Which ol H ie tw o predictor- variab les is most in fluentia l in 
predicting student academic perform ance in Yotuba language
reading com petency?

M ethodology
The design research adopted w as ex-post facto survey design. The 
target population of study was all J55 two students of public secondary 
schools w ith in  Ibadan m etropolis. M ulti stage sampling technique w ere 
used in I lie  selection of samples. Sampling proportion to size w ere  used 
m choosing two local government areas from the five local governm ent 
areas in Ibadan m etropolis. Sampling population to  size w ere  also used 
to select lour schools w ithin the two local governm ent areas. Sim ple
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random samples were used to select thirty student from each of the 
four schools The total student sampled were 120 students.

Two instruments were used to generate data for the study. 
They are reading interest scale in Yoruba language (RISY) and students 
attitude scale in Yoruba language (SAY). The instruments were 
constituted by the researcher. The Reading Interest Scale in Yoruba 
language (RISY) consisted of twenty-one items in form of Four-point 
Likert-type scale. The items include both positive and negative 
statements which require Yoruba language students to respond. The 
instrument was validated by administers it to forty Yoruba language 
students of the some characteristics but not part of the study sampled. 
It has reliability co-efficient of 0.8 using Cronbach Alpha.

Student attitude scale in Yoruba language (SAY) consisted of 
two sections. 5ec1ion A comprises of information personal data such as 
name of school, class, age, gender, Section R consisted of twenty-two 
items in form of 4-points Likert-type scale. The items include both 
positive and negative statements which require Yoruba language 
students to respond it The instrument was validated by administering 
it to forty students of the same characteristics to the study sample. It 
has a reliability co-efficient of 0.8 using Cranach's 'Alpha. Research 
question one was analysed using Pearson Product Moment correlation 
to determine the degree of correlation. Research question two was 
analyzed using multiple regression.

Result

Research Question 1
What type of relationship exists between the predictor variable 
(Attitude to Yoruba Language and reading Interest in Yoruba Language) 
and the criterion variable (learning outcome in Yoruba Language).

Table i :  Correlation Matrix of Learning Outcome in Yoruba Language, 
attitude to Yoruba Language Reading and Reading Interest in Yoruba 
Language ________________________________ _____________

Achievement Attitude to 
Yoruba

Reading
Interest

Achievement l -0.061 -0.043
Attitude to Yuiuha 0 061 1 0.561



I'Ml -------- — —nnu-m nruarus-

Reading interest -0.043 0.561 1
M ean 33.717 61.425 60
5D 6.004 10.829 9.21
N 120 120 120
N ote: * Corre lations are sign ificant, P<0.05

Table 1 shows the relationship among the predictor variab les 
and the criterion  variab le . From the analysis, it can be seen that the 
re lationsh ip  among Ihe predictors and the criterion variab le  is low . 
Hence, A ttitude to Yoruba Language (r=0.061, p>0.05) and Reading 
Interest (r=-0.043, p>0.05) has a negative and low corre lation w ith 
students' learning outcom e in Yoruba language. This indicates a w eak 
insignificant and opposite relationship between the predictor variab les 
and criterion variab le .

Research Q uestion 2
Does the obtained regression equation resulting from  a set of two 
predictor variab le  (Attitude to Yoruba Language Reading and Reading 
Interest) a llow  reliable prediction of the criterion variab le (student 
learning outcom e in Yoruba)?

Research Q uestion  2
Does the obtained regression equation resulting from  a set of tw o 
predictor variab le  (Attitude to Yoruba language Reading and Reading 
Interest) a llow  reliable prediction of the  criterion variab le (student 
learning outcom es in Yoruba)?

Tab le 2: M odel Sum m ary
M odel R R Square Adjusted R 

Square
Std. Error of the 
Estim ate

1 .062a .004 -013 6.04406

Tab le  3: AIMOVA
M odel Sum of 

Square
df M ean Square F Sig.

Regression 16.283 ' 8.141 223 801
1. Residual 4274.084 117 36.531
Total 4290.367 119



I A. Abi/a 197

H if m u ltip le  regression correlation coefficient *  show ing the linear 
re lationsh ip  betw een the Pred ictor Variab le  (A ttitude to Yoruba 
Language and reading Interest In Yoruba Language) and the crite rion  
variab le  (learn ing  outcom e in Yoruba Language) as shown in Table 2 is 
0 ,0 b 2, the m ultip le  R" is 0 .004 and the Adjusted R square va lue  is -
0 . 0.1 .s, This m eans that the variation  in students' learning outcom e in 
\o rub a accounted for by the two predictor variab le  is app roxim ate ly
1 . Ty-;, and it is sta tistica lly  insignificant F(2 , 117) = 0 .223 , p>0.05) as 
indicated in Tab le 3. This m eans that ne ither A ttitude to Yoruba 
Language In te rest in Yoruba Language can be used to pred ict stud en ts' 
learning outcom e in Yoruba in SS2.

R esearch  Q uestion  3
W hich of the two predictor variab les is most in fluentia l in predicting 
stud ents learning outcom e in Yoruba Language?

R esearch  Q uestion  4
Are there  any p red icto r variab les that cJo not contribute sign ificantly to 
the predictor m ode?

Tab le  4 : C o e ffic ien ts
M odel Sum  of 

Square
df M ean

Square
F Sig.

(Constant) 3G.044 3.914 9 .210 .000
1. A ttitude to Yoruba

-.030 .062 -.053 -.480 .632

Reading Interest
. .  ‘ "

.003 .073 -.013 ,- .1 1 5 .909

iab le  4. show s the. individual variable contribution to the prediction 
model to the st;ndetij:sTJearuing Outcome in Yoruba. The tab le ind icates 
that none ',>( the pred ictor variables w ere  found to have a sign ificant 
re lative  p ied iction  to students' learning outcom e in Yoruba. Th ere fo re , 
attitude to Yoruba Language’ . 8 -0 .0 5 3 . t (1 17) = .04730 , p = 0 .05  and
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reading In te rest, B= -0 .13, l (117) = -0 .115, p> 0 .05 did not contributes 
sign ificantly to the prediction model.

D iscussion
The result in tab le 1-4 shows that students' attitude has negative and 
linear* re lationsh ip  w ith academ ic perform ance in Yoruba language. 
This ind icates that attitude did not influence student's academic 
perfo rm ance in Yoruba language. The result d isagreed w ith  the find ings 
of Adebayo (2002) w ho reported that student attitude to w ard s a 
sub ject is a pred ictor of academ ic perform ance and that a ttitu d e  is a 
potent facto r that re lates to ach ievem ent. The study h ow ever agreed 
w ith  Nnsr and Ashore (2011) whose research w ork did not show  
significant d ifference betw een attitude tow ards Biology and 
ach ievem ent.

Bowen and Richman (2000) in th e ir research w o rk  d iscovered  
that a large num ber of students perform ance is affected  by the ir 
a ttitude tow ards specific subject, education and academ ics in genera l. 
Poor attitudes such as w eak com m itm ent to the sub ject, hatred fo r the  
sub ject and teacher do riot support academ ic perform ance.

The finding further reveals that reading in terest has no 
sign ificant in fluence on academ ic perform ance in Yoruba language. The 
corre lation betw een  reading in terest and academ ic perfo rm ance in 
Yoruba language in negative. The result d isagrees w ith  the  find ings of 
Schunk (2008 ) w h ich  states that lead ing in terest in a sub ject co rre la te s 
w ith high academ u perform ance.

Recom m endations
In line w ith  th is study, the following recom m endations w ere  m ade: 
i. leachers should update them selves through sem in ars and 

w orkshops from  tim e to tim e on how to m ake Yoruba reading 
interesting  to students so as to be able to co rre la te  it w ith  th e ir 
learning outcom es.

ii Schools, teachers and guidance counsellors should counsel 
students no* only to associate reading in Yoruba language to 
tests assignm ents and exam ination but that it should be a tool 
tor re laxation , en joym ent p leasure , se lf -developm ent and
advancem ent.



J. A. Abijo
199

Students should be guided in the teacher and counselor that it is
not enough to enjoy reading but to comprehend so as to reflect 
in their learning outcome.
The library which is a centie of intellectual activities that house all 
printed materials should be well equipped with current easy to 
read and comprehend Yoruba language textbooks so as to 
enhance the reading interest and attitude of studies. Reading for 
comprehension show be the students target.
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